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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SCETICKS: or, The Heroiclke Pry 
4 and Virtue of the Ancient Chriſtiatt | 
Archorets and Cznobites, ( wherein the Begin- 
ning and Progrels of dats Living and 
| Rehbgious Sofetics is briefly diſcourſed ; and 4 
true gooey of the Efſeaxs, Therapeuts, and 
ancient Egyptian and. other "Monks, colleed 


LIFE picks Fungus Saior AT ONT, written, 
in Greek St. Athanaſius, faithfiilly Tranſlated 
ito Eng/; »& All Printed for the Author, for | 

| the oo and Benefit of the RY aforc-laid. 
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"got ſuch Advantage afainift" that 700 


THE 


T1ZE latter of thefe Diſcourſes was 
WM Printed us part of a Preface fo that 
Book of Sr. Matthew Hale's, from 

whence the beginning of the Diſcourſe i wow takey z 


_ but why it was not Pabliſhed 17h 7+, 7 Fnow no 


reaſon, unleſs that; which is the Univerſal pri- 
mary Obſtacle to all Good, that Satan hindered it. 
Ant that, I make no queſtion, was the principal 


' mouing Cauſe, which ſet the others on work. That 
: wicked, envious Spirit, who had raiſed up. all /; 
"Evil he could, both againf? him, and -againft me, © 


in our ſeveral Families of bis Life-time, hath not 
ceaſed to do fo ftill fince his Death. By what he 
got ſuch Advantage againit my ſelf, I know very 
well, and intend to Eee it, But : what he 


Secret I know nothing of. But this 1 know, that 
he hath been Unhappy in his Family, both in his 
Life-time, and fince his Death, and particularly 
in what 1 am wow ſaying. 1 long looked upon 

| 3 an 2 him 


HP 
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him as' a Man raiſed up by the Special Providence 
of God to be an 1lluſtrious Example of Vertue 
and Piety in this degenerate Age » And therefore, 
that People might not be deprived of the Benefit 


of 'fuch an Example by their: Ignorance of his Prins . 


Fs, (as I found by Experience many were) 7 
f 


d in his Life-time publiſh a Volume of his Con- 


templations, even after I had* earneſtly preſſed 
| him to conſent to it, and he refuſed : Indeed, I 
knew him; and he knew me, ſo well, that I did not 
fear any miſconſtruftion from him: (and after his 
Death, T defired to have done Honour to his Me- 


mory for the ſame purpoſe, by the Publication of 
fach of his Writings, as' were mot neceſſary and 


ſeaſonable, that the Benefit of his Labours, as 
well: as of his Example, while yet freſh in Me- 
mory, might be communicated, as much as might 
be, to all, and they might \mutually recommend each 
other for the greater Benefit of all. But, alas! 
that witked Spirit, which had ſo prevailed in his 
Family in his Life-time, as made him te ſome 
of them, That Satan; or the Devil, didride them, 
as an Ape would do a Maſtifi-Dog, hath likewiſe 
prevailed hitherto upon fuch as vainly gloried in 
their Relation to him, -to obftruft that good Defight 


for Twenty years - together, without due regard 


either to that Service of God, thoſe Benefits to 
Men, the true Honour of his Memory, ( in which 
they wainly gloried ) or the Performance. of his 


Will according to his Mind, For though he had 
| 51.0 


; \ yg ' - eh 


© 
; 
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pot expreſsly erdered the Publication. of one or.g-' 
ther in particular ; yet had he:made this Provifiow 


«74 4. Codicil. concerning, the Publication of. any» of, 
them, that he had nominated the. Bookſeller, who 
ſhould have the Printing of them, paying as much 


as another would in reaſon for them : and of the 


Profits, appainted oue part to one, for-his Care and 


Pains jn.overſeeing and ordering the Publications 


' another part to another, for Writing and Corrett- 
tug ; .and_ the reft, among his Servants ; ani told 


them what he had-done for them: ſo that Leſides 


_ the Tnjury done to their Country, they have done 


a dauble Injury to his Memory, -not only by ine 
dering the Flonour due to it, but by! _ Ti 
it, and giving occaſion to. a Blemiſh and Reproach, 
to it, provoking ſome uot only. to think, but" ts 
ſpeak hardly of him, as if he bad abuſed them in 


%* » 


ſome of the laf# Aﬀs of his Life.:'and all this out 


of a. ſordid Humonr to.. get or. keep what he had 
otherwiſe diſpoſed of... Aud though thus they ex+ 


erciſed their Malice and.Spight againf} the Mex 
mory of the Good Man, yet. was not this the chief 
part of their Wark: and; Triumph, that: they had 
raiſed this. Injury againſt. his Memory, and, bes - 
fedes, had. deprived his: Country of the Benefit of 
much of bis Labours in-his- own. Profeſſion 3" But 
there is.a greater 'matter 48. the \ bottom; and-of 
greater:concern to. them, which. theſe Wicked, SUP 
tile Agents had. a principal regard to. The Good 
\Man hadl-taken great Paing im\examiting.and edit 
Z a 3 ©. frdering 
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| federing the Grounds and Evidences of Religiort, 
#0th Natural and Revealed : And he was excel- 
tently well qualified for it, both by Natural Saga» 
city, by Exerciſe of his Parts in his own Profeſſor, 
og affords as much and good Exerciſe for 
ſuch a purpoſe as any) and" by Freedom from Pre- 
judice, either of Education or of Temporal Tutereſf. 
For though he had a Religious Education, yet it is 
certain, that after he came to maturity of Thinking 
and Judzing, he became, as he found reaſon, in 
many things, of a different Þ reoes ' from 
the Notions and Sentimentshe had firi7 received ; 
by which it appeared, that his Religion was the 
Relinion of his Judgment, and not of his Educas | 
tion. And being no Ecclefraſtick, but a Man of a 
Civil Employment, he ſtood fair to be looked upon |. 
as an Indifferent Judge, and not as an Advocate 

or Party, (as Clergy-men generally are" reputed by 
ſome) and, by conſequence, his Writings upon | 
ach SubjefFs, beſides the weight” of his Reaſon, 
would have a double Weight of Authority, ( if we 
take in his Example too ) above others, to make 
them "ſucceſsful upon *ſach' as have received pre- 
ſuzlice from the Scan#lalous Praftices of too many 
Profeſſors and Preachers of the Chriſtian Religion ; 
which hath been a principal Cauſe of Atheiſm 
heretofore, ani of Deiſm at preſent, and of the 
Contempt of the Clergy, amd '\more- effettugl 
and prevalent than 'any *of thoſe which have been 
aſſigned in Print + though by Scandalous, 7 intend 


here 
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here nothing but Zeal for Prefermeuts, .and a cold 
Tndifferency 'in Matters of . Religjon.. For. as. it 
bath heen rightly | obſerved, When Vertue fails 
 1n the Prieſts, Faith will fail-in the People ; 4e 
their Preaching what it will. Nom, by how much 
| greater was the Advantage that. the Writings of 
this Man had above others, ta have. dove Service 
zn this Cauſe, ſo much the greater was the Gratiffca- 
tzon which theſe Wicked” Spirits.. recerved in the 
Suppreſſion of them. FS 

1 know nothing ſa” ſordid that ever appeared ig 
his Life. But that this hath been ordered by the 
Malice and Subtilty of thaſe Wicked Spirits, who 
bad gotien Advantage againft Him, or his Fa-- 
 mily ; ( however ſome particular Diſpoſetions. iu 
Perſons might make it more feafible ) . as I verily 
believe, ſo I am well ſatisfied, he would not at all 
have doubted, had he been living, and ta have 
ſpoken his Judgment in. a like Caſe. He and 7 
both, before he died, bad had: Experience exo 5, 2 

kick”. 


ſatisfie as concerning ſuch matters., And wi) 
and all other Families, who.are fallen-into any fu 
Snare, may confider well of it, and be well, adviſed . 
bow. to recover themſelves out of it, if vt -may+be. 
Many ſuch have I known, .aud though. the. Burden 
be ſealed upon ſome,' and. the Decree fixed, yet "in 
others there ſeemed to. be ar Door open, if \Oppor- 
tynity "was. nat 'negletted. Mens Belief. ar, Dif: 
belief will not alter the Truth of things :. But Da- 
' belief of things that-are true. js often the Cauſeef 
SIS = Fa a 4 ; _ great 
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"great Unhappineſs : and they who disbelieve ſuch 
q Fans as Wk are. not the leſs obnoxious to their 
Malice, but more ſecure in their Power. $0 much 

"as this is not ' impertinent to be ſaid concerning 
the Malice and" Subtlety of the Evil Spirits, be- 
fore a Diſcourſe of the Gracious Condutt of the - 

Good. . And I think my ſelf ſpecially obliged to 

declare my Sentiments of both, upon any juſt Oc- 
; cafton. ' And, indeed; RIC 

T confeſs the Preface was not written ſo much 
for the ſake of the Book, as the Book Publiſhed 

For the ſake of the Preface, as an Occafien to write 

on that Subjet, which I thought my ſelf obliged 

t0' do, as an Atﬀ of Penitence for an Unhappy 

"Miſcarriage, whereby my Enemy got that Advan- 

_ "age againſt me, which 1 mentioned before, and 
ſhall here repeat in the Words then Printed, as 

Followeth : *\ COIL > 

*7 muſt not here forbear upon this" Occaſion 
F zo add, not my Opinion, but my- own certain Know- 
* ledge, upon great, and loug, and in ſome refpeds 
C » aj EARS ", © Yo 
"in a great meaſure woful Experience, in an. Hum- 

* ble Confeſſion of my Fault, to give Glory to God, 
 * Tefſtimony'to his Truth, and Warning to Men. [I 

* have had Experience of this Divine Conduct, | 

* aud of the Bleſſings and Curles' attending Obe- | 

' * dience aud Diſobedience to it'; ſo\'that 1 have | 
© plainly percerved” that the Condutt of the Chit- 

* dren*of Hrael out of 'Egypt. through the Wilder | 

neſs into the- Promiſed "Land, was a wifible Mar | | 

2 Re YE.  " nifeſtation 


all --. 


* ſame thing in Adtion and Repreſentation; 


** with that Condutt, 1. not only.h 


. '* this, I was. once ſo; unhappy in.my Diſo * fo 
;# vis Conduf, upon-a ſpecial Ocraſies, Gevihagrvoks 


| The -Paeface.” \ | 
* »ifeſtation or Repreſentation; "of the Secret. Spi- _ 
* ritual Condutt of- Souls out of . Slavery under the 
* Powers of Darkueſs, through the Wilderneſs of 
* this World, into the Land. of. ReFt :.and hr yer - 
ch* 
* s delivered by way of Doftrine ,aud; Admanition 
* z#n the Book of. Eccleſiaſticus, wv, .1.1,--20.. and 
*vi.-18,---31... The Croſſes, Diſappointments, and 
* Afflitions, which I have gone. through, have © 
© been very grievous, .and many of . them. known to 


© the World, - though nothing. hath appeared in.my 
* Life, . to which they- could be imputed by others 


Fas a Cauſe in any refpeF. I mu therefore. de- 
* clare, that while I did af in a ready.Compliance 

is great Peace 
* and Serenity of Mind, but all things went ſtrangely 
* proſperous and ſucceſsful. with me ; . and [had 


f extraordinary Anſwers to my Prayers, not. only 


© for my;ſelf,.. but for others alſo: But whenever 
_ *T have done contrary, 1 always had trouble in my 
b 2 Mind, and what I did, was either blaſted; or un- 

- © ſucceſsful, and often of | ſuch evil Cas 
© I did not foreſee. £4 | 1: 
* and wy Experience, - au in ſome of. the great 


equence; as 
is I have found ſo, by great 
* Buſineſſes of my Life, wherein. 1 atted. nat. only 
* upon my own Reaſon and. udgment, : but. alſo upon | 


 *rhe Advice and Perſuafions of very. confderable © 


© Perſons. | And after. conſiderable ea oat of 


dieuce to 


"v7 


? , 
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*tg adviſe with, and yielding tao much to the Sen: 
iments of cur Anti-enthuſiaſts, which was - a 
© Temptation to me, that ( as T have ſpecial reaſon 
© zo believe.) it was like the Sin of Adam to me, 
* an Inlet unto all the Unhappineſs that hath feuce 
*befallen me: and my Family: And I have been 
© a5. it were turned back into the Wilderneſs ever 
* knce. The. Things wherein I had this Conduit 
* were not matter of Duty in themſelves, or not in 
* the particular Circumſtances; but either were 
© ſuch as were in Humane appearance ſo indifferent 
P | . k , | , 

that I might have uſed my Liberty, or the Con- 


* duff was much different from the Wiſdom of the 


* World. And though T1 cannot ſay whether the 
* Aﬀliftions I have ſuffer d were ſo ordered as a 
© Puniſhment for my Miſcarriage, yet I am afſur'd 
 »* they were a Conſequence thereof, at leaft ſuch 
*as we often fall into, when we negleft the Good 


| ® Counſel. of our Friends. And'they have been ſuch, 


* as 1 am perſuaded it is my Duty upon this Occa- 
* fron to make this publick Penitential Confeſſion, 
* whatever Prejudice I may ſuffer thereby from 


* Men: If I can but thereby obtain the Favour of 


*God, and benefit: Men, I ſhall accept that as part 

* of my. Puniſhment. | 
© For the Certainty of this, 7 can-truly affirm, 
* That Thad immediately upon my Miſcarriage as 
' <fenfible Notice of the Evils wbech have ſince be- 
fallen me, as 1 can have of anything, by any ſenſe 


X Shave ; as plain as if a Sentence had been-pro- - 


* nounced 
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* nounced againit me. Aud what I have fawet 
? "hath had Two ſeveral Marks as exadtly agreeable 
* ro my Miſcarriage, as the print of  a'Seal*upox 
*the Wax to the Seal. gt ſelf. . I cannot \ſay\ bat 
- other Sins or Miſcarriages might. be Ingredients 
* in'this Caſe : but I know full well that this was 
* :he Inlet wnto all thoſe -Evils, which TI am” ſatis- 
: FH yd had been prevented, had T continued at that 
© time in the way I was in. And-it" often recalls 
* to my mind part of the Eighty \firft Pſalm, and 
* other Paſſages of the Old 7 lictont; which have 
* been fulflled in my Caſe; and therefore 7 have 
*great reaſon upon ſuch an Occafion to. confeſs. 3 
* Fault, that T may have other more comfortable 
«* Paſſages made good to me hereafter. 
* And here I cannot but remember, that I ſcarce 


6 " knew the Man: at that time to conſult with''hn .. - 


" theſe things, who was not more likely to have put 

* me out of the way, than'to have diretted me —_ 
< how. to proceed in it. And this I mote for. the 
F * ſake. of ſuch Spiritual - Guides as are _— 

' in fuch Caſes : If they be not. very careful' and 

© confiderate to avoid ' the Common” Errors on: both 
£ "fides, and neither incourage nor diſcoarage 'the 
© Attendance to ſuch Impulſes ' and: Jnjraſſong,” 
*Grc. in general, bat carefully  endeaviur 70 dir 
F Jet inuiſh and' to wire aright, they © may bring 

* great-Trouble upon"thoſe ' who conſult them, (-as 
<7 hve kunws fome- do;) and pe rhaps greater 
N0 En when they are call'd to "give 

| *Account 


3. 


a5 > g ; 
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k Account of. their Stewardſhip, either here or heres 
* after. " STE ns ek 
| Ns far was printed before : to which 1 muſt now 
add :. Whether theſe things ( as perhaps. ſame o- 
thers) were not permitted to befall me for Ad- 
enonition to others, 1 know. not : but this I know by 
Experience in others, aud evex while this is Print- 
 2ug, that there 1s great need of Good Admonition. 
For I find; by Hroers ſuch Experiences, that God is 
pleaſed" at this time to give ſome ſenhible Notices 
of his Conduft to many, who are in ſome fort in the 
Caſe of Samuel, x :Sam. 3. 7. who then did not 
know the Lerd,. neither. was the Word oof: the 
Lord. yet revealed to him ; aud, whey. they come 
to the. Prieff, who ſhould. be..as Eli: to'\them,-to 
dire them how to bebave themſelves, are by him 
P#7 quite out of the W, ay, and either diſmiſſed .F0 
the Phyfician, to be cured.of Melanchaly.;. or ad- 
wviſed to ſome cheerful innocent Converſation ;-0r 
to mind their Bufineſs in their Callings; or to rejet 
/ the Impreſſions they feel as Fancies, and vain Fears - 
. and Scruples. And many Caſes there are,wherein 

ſome of theſe Direfions might be proper ; but there 
are many others, wherein they are all quite out of the 
Way; and wherein great Faults have been, to my. 
knowledge, and, I doubt, are\ daily committed 4 : 
Learned, and otherwiſe ablg.and good. Men; partly 
through Tgnorance in -theſe.: Matters, or.:commas # 


| + Prejudice againi# them ; partly for fear. af incou- 


raging what they ſee many abuſe ta their own butt, 
: > | and 


\ 
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and to the Scandal of others ; and partly for f yp 


of bringing - upon themſebves the Cenſure and Rt» 
proach of inclization to' Fanaticiſm of Enthuſiaſm ; 
and thereby. at once the Grace and ſpecial Favour 
of God" is rejeded, the poor Soul greatly diſaps' 


pointed, at lea3?, if no worſe happen to it ; and the” 


Direftor muFt be accountable for both. 


But to make a matter of ſo great Importance". 


the more. plain, it may not be amiſs to propoſe. an- 


| inflance or two of ſome Caſes: A Perſon wants an" 
Employment, and an Employment is offered ; but 
the Perſon hath ſtrong Tmpreſſions, either . not to 
| accept it, or not to continue it, being otherwiſe ſup-" 
plyed for the preſent; . and thereupon repairs to" 
ſome noted Divine: for Advice: The Divine cons + 


fiders that the Perſen needs an Employment, aud 


upon Examination can diſcover nothing unlawful in' 


_  ' the Employment, nor unfit for 'the Perſon; and+ 
hq oteaty af to rejett. the Ims” © 
preſſion, and embrace aud continue the Employment; 
Such Advice as this proves, in the event, to' one," 
unſucceſsful all his time ; to another, his Ruine and 
Undoing as to his Temporal Eſtate ;_ to" another, 
the Occafron of the Loſs of his Life ; and to another, 
the hazard, if not loſs, of his Soul 5 and all this by 
ſuch Means- and Occafions as 'could not be foreſeen” 


or diſcwvered by any Mortal; but are Ga foen 
and foreſeen by ſome kind invifible Frien 
cerned for us, NES | | 


\ 


s COR 


Again, 


— 
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© Again, ayoung Woman, who is no? at all þ ond, 
if we will believe her, only ſhe defires to be like 
other- Folks ; but ſhe finds ſomething within her that 
tells her, or ſuggeſts, that ſhe'll be damned if ſhe 


"pear ſuch, a DreſS. Hereupon-ſhe goes for Advice 
to a Divine. He being more cautious im ſuch caſes, 


tells her, that fince ſhe may both lawfully and 
decently wear another meaner or plainer, ſhe ſhould 


have acare that ſhe doth not rejeft ſuch Motions in 


ber Mind: ' For many times things which are not - 


'Hamnable Sins in themſehves, may be Occaſions and 


Talets to fuch as are, and Hindrances of Graces, and 
Jo produce ſuch unhappy conſequence at laſt. 'Biit 

Fo goes to another of 
greater note ; and he tells her, that free that Dreſs 
zs not unlawful, it cannot be a Danmable Sin'towear 
#t; and therefore whatever it was, it could not be 
the Spirit of God that did ſo fright her; but ſhe 
muſe have a care of fach things, left [h# ruiv into 


- Fanaticiſm, and I know not what. And this fhe 


Tikes and follows till the tricking up of her Natural 
Beauty ' proves a Snare to her ſelf and others; the 


kind "Impreſſions, which fhe formerly hal upon occa- 


fron, ceaſe ; her Devotion grows cool, aud ſhe"r6- 
lapſeth again into the common Conrſe of the World, 
and what will be the end of it, God knows. ' 

\ What I have had experience of in myſelf ani 
my own Family, partlyfor want of due "regard to 


ſuch Notices, and too much ry to Morrves of 
ſu 


ch unhappy Re- 


Moral Prudence ; and pattly by 
L ſolutions 


% 


* a 
ICT VEY "=" 


| war Haly flies, Fiey the many. Souls, which:T 
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ſolutions of Caſes by others, would be too long to re« 
late particularly. T1 have had-no:leſs than four 
Sons undoye in this City, all as likely Touths as any, 
and all, after their diſappointments, by their Behas - 
wiour gaining the Favour and Kindneſs of all they 
converſed with: and. in the placing of them ſpared 
_ weither Coſt, nor Pajus, nor Care, and took. the beſs 
Advice 1 could bave ; at firſt made chotce of Jach 
for Maſters, as T expedited to-att apon Oey 
Religzon ; by as 1 expefted Friends 
* beaſt Moral Honefly and Finmanity from 
; but was diſappointed in all. \ And I know *' 
afſuredly that all did proceed from ſuch Cauſes as = 


'p, dt | 
them ; bit was dif” 


= 


of-it in general before... £ 


__ 


Nation'at this time; that we bave fo fewof- any cor» ' ' | 


fiderable Exper ience intheſe things, eſpecially among 


_ their Great. Sin, and, without due Repentance, will 


"prove Damnation to many, that they have been'ſo 
bug-beared by a fluttering, Sadducean, Atheiſtical 
Humour, and baſe prudential Compliance of ſome of 
greater Name than genuine Chriſtian Yertue, as to 
te aſhamed or afrard. to afſert, or owin;ſo great. and 


noble a Principle of the Religzon they: profeſs... "And 


therefore, befides my ond, on Obligations; and 
concern for the Hongur and" Service of -Gud; and of 
Berceine de 


» ? M2 


ute of true SpititualnDireftion, and = 


Indig- 
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Tudignation at the Baſeneſs, Folly and Madneſs of 
| hn Prudentialiſts among$t us, hath made me 
| or ſome time to long. for an Opportunity to bear m 
'B cans zn the C 4 The Thrive in 4 y collefling 
the other Diſcourſe; ( which, though written laſt, 
and by the by, according to its proper order, is here © 
feſt) was to detelt a Miſapplication of Trath, and 
retort his Argument. againſt. himſelf, who. hall ſo 
groſsly and rudely treated the Bubneſs gfeFwati- 
ciſm, without due regard to that Sacred Principle 
| | of Religion, which..is pretended in it; or to, the | 
| wuſt noble and heroick Profeſſors and -Ohſervers 
| of it. But in this degenerate Age Godl hath not | 
y. left himſelf without Wien but raiſed up ſome of | 
| a more generous Spirit ; ſuch as Mr. Smith 'of- - | 
Cambridge,.the late profound: Dr,Cradoe; whim - 
I much efteemed for his Generofity, as mell as Tudg> 
ment, in Preaching up this Doftrine, who told me, 
he had Preached 20 or 30 Sermons upon it ; and | 
that if we deny that, we may burn our Bibles z. for | 
he knew not' ( he ſaid ) what Religion would-figr © - 
nifie without it ; and the Learned Mr. Matthew | 
Scrivener,.. who hath left us a Diſcourſe concerning | 
Myſtical Divinity, Zztitu/ed, The: Method and; | 
Means to a true Spiritual Life, aud others ;. to ſay |. 
nothing, of ſome- 1 know now. Living, whoſe number \ | 
IT pray. God increaſe, and. make them perfett and; | 
 compleat in_ all Graces, and Vertue, to his-#or\ | 
naar and Glory, and the Happineſs of this Chureh'; | 
- ; #* T7, A} 
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2 The antiquity 


Earth; Gen. 7, 6. From;whence we may rea- 
fonably believe that he could” not but be well 
C ified with all the Knowledge of his An-. 
ceſtors. ' And what this Walking with God doth 
imply, *we may underſtand fin thereſt of the 
Hiſtory, and the Apoſtles Obſervation, Z7eb. rt. 
7. wiz. not only a careft Obſervance of all the 
General Rules of Righ eons. Fantniced 
from Adam to. his Poſterity | 


tions qo Manifeſtations o pK: Will of {ey to. 
him. Inſtances of which are thoſe Commands 
of God, and hisObedicnce thereunto; in Build- 

"be "Ark, which. "undo bend, expoſed 
him to much trouble, by Queſtions concerning 
it, and_F6 various Cerlures, Gen, 6. 14, 22. 
| He did. notwirhſtandi nt ing, according. to all that 
God commanied* bim, fa did. he; and in going 
into it with the rent forts of Creatures, Gy 

I, 3, ana in porng out 4 tp. at t | 
© FAROET God, Gen. $ x6, BG In. his [ 
Walkin "with God i in chis manner, he couldr not | | 


& Poſtetity in all necelfiry Know! 
which, that of FP hot: h 
the chief. Ang this beg 16, 1. 
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of Pyttical” Diblitity. . 4 
Why other Nations ſhould © not have defived, 
cheſt Knowledge, with - their Deſcent, ay 


from Noab:: 2 or, Why we ſhould lin {248 


ts 


ceived . their Krow ivine and Sacred 
things cſpecially, att om tht of Abra- 
ham, rather than direly and lincallyfrotf their | 
common Ooaey FO As Noah « off js 
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that the Lord plagued him and his Houſe, ew. | 
12. 17..25 we find it expreſſed afterward inthe 
like Caſe of ABTMELE EH, Gen, 29. 3, 6. 
God * came to Abimelech” in 4 Dream by 

N ioht, and faill to him: ' Behol 4, thod" art. lat a c- 
dead Mar. ; far the Woman which thou baft taken s \ 
for ſhe is a Man's AI nother PHAs 


whom was; the pirit © OP 


4 - || The" Antiquity 
asappears; Ex. x8.9, 10, 12. Adele Mean ties 


Fo Inquire of the Lord were common-to them, and 
toother Nations: ASREBENAH, | Gene.5. 2H 


So BALAAM, Numb11.8, 9,18,19, 20:2 3-4 | 


went-'to. inquire of the. Lord, -and received An- 
ſwers from Him: -- And about thistime.F0B is 
believed to:have /lived;;who. was a Holy Man, 
and offered. $acrifices, and had. Viſions; : .Q, © 
_. © By theſe . Inſtances, and others that. might be 


noted, we may. underſtand, that. in thole-ancient 
'fimes it was believed, 'in- all Nations, that there 

were Means, whereby Men;and Women might 
come. 0\ have. ſome! Acquaintance and Communi- 


ration: with: Ged/;/, and; what theſe Meags, were, 
is well worth our Inqui 


That the JEW.S. Rr their Schooks 
.or-Colleges of Prophets, we may. obſerye in;;the | 
Sacred Scriptures. '\ And though. what were | 
their: u/titutions, and- their Infiruflions, and. Or- | 
ers: there, preſcribed; is.,not..in the, SRHpeure | 
particularly related; yet-in the, Particulars men- ' 
tioned they: ſeem to; have. been, much. the. ſame | 
with. afar was; praiſed, by the Ancient Clit 1 


ſian Hachprets. and:Cenobites.. LIAN cf 


> If we:inquire amongſt \orber Nations of moſt - 
| aces Note and Fame for.Kno Don Divine | : 
$5440 are.. the 

moſt conſiderable... And the Means recom | 
mended by them do-ſo well-agree w Ns _ 
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matters,: the Fgyptians.and. Cha 


mw Divinity. por on ;by- divers: < 
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of Pyſtical/Divinity. 5 
that ſome Oppoſers of this Divinity: thinkthey 


| have ſufficient” ground'to-derivecit from them 


and ſuppoſing thr a Prejudice tor} Have taken 
the pains © do: ir. If the"C WA EDAFCK | 


*O| 'ACLES (faith. ohe of conſiderable 


*: Learning, 'Name;'and' Phce ) ' were til} ex 
*farit, which were frequently quotet by Plo- 
* rin, Sn og Te hens anc TR Sos 


© For they ſpeak of Goal's' __ | nered! 70. the 
© Soul; by 7% Soul's claſping God* to wer Ae gi any 
«that not by any att of ep Sd Aaue Vir 6 
* the Flower of the Mind; (the! very' Phraſe 
uſed by Proclus* andthe fame which the My- 


ſticks call; the Fund of the Spirit 3) ' of the 


* Spul's being inebriated* from God, ( which Plo- 
4 r;yns calls, Being Hunk with the Drome Nettar) 
*and 'Pſellus expliing,” of Divine Iuminations 
* and, Extafies ; of A Bratt ion from the Body;and. 
wards, and *haſteniag ta 
-® 2he Divine Light ' and: the Beams of the Pather , 
=p eters rhe" 'pallages 4” as fame pur- 
Ag COBRA 0ET DOA: Sid one: 
Aa r the- EGVPTIANS; the ela 
| *Aithot ells4is, © Tha Faicery in" his eee 


Bar of this _ Divinity > fda henee, 2 I 


6  _ The antiquity 
«of the Egyptian Myſteries, (which he writ in 
* anſwer to"an Epiſtle | of  Porphyry to. art 


* Egyptian Prieſt, and wherein Proclus faith that | 


© he writ like. a Man inſpir'd)): diſcourſes at large 

* concerning Diuine Extaſies, and Fiftens, and 
ſs * rn 4n which hedefcribes the Perſons 
* juſt after the Myſtical way, as #0 longer leading 
© 2 humane Life or having, any Operations of their 


** Senſes or Underſtanding,” but their \Mind' and | 


* Soul is'only i the Divine:-Power, and not in their 
* own, being atfed and poſſeſſed-wholly by it. Af- 
*terward he ſets down the ſeveral Degrees and 
* Kinds of thoſe; in ſomez. they have only*Par- 
| F* ricipation; 1n others; near Communion; and in 
*-che higheſt of all, 2//ox: In ſome-of 'rheſe, 


"he faith, the- Body wholly reſts, awd ſometimes | 


-F Breaks. out into Singjing,and all expreſſions of Joy : 


.; ſorerimes the Boaly 7s raiſed up from : he Ground 0 


**( as M. Zereſa thought hers ) ſometimes it 


* favells into' a greater bulk; and ſometimes the con» | 


©zrary.: Then he lays: down” Rules to'know 


# Divine Inſpirations' by: \viz. by 'Enquiring, 


. 6 In mhat manuer God. - appears'?- Whether: an ap» 


* pearance\ of Fire ceme' before Him # "Whether | 
* be" fills up and atfts the whole Soul; ſo that"there _ 
** ;5 a Cofſation of all its dwn AF? For this he | 
* makes the main Charger of a Divine'Inſpi- 


+ 


% . 
# P 


 * ration, thar the Perſons are wholly taken \up- and 
poſſeſſed by the Deity:; \firom 4 


b 
os 


olly tate | 
hence: follows an 
© Bxtafie -and- alituation of "the Senſes" But if 


* either | 


" 4 
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= ' them: t off _ Humane Nature; and brips 


C ' Port or -Hdaven.. And: che concludes: his:Book 


of Pyltical-Divinity. " k- # 


* either the Soul: atts; -or- the: Body 1oves; thew' 
6 * hefaith, it may be a Falſe Inſpiration; -No Man 
* can expreſs himſelf- more: emphatically. cor- 
« cerning: the Excellency of Contemplative Prayer - 
\Jamblicus doth : . 7 his-quickens i the Mord, 
* enlabgeth its Capacity, opens the Secrets of - the 
* Divinity, and. fits-it for: Conjundtion and: Tuion 
< ith God; and. never: legves Mer. till # bath 
« carried them 0-4. State: of Perfetion ; : aud by 
« degrees doth alter dnd:change Mev, that it- _ 
f 
"into. oh: a State of Dei-formity, that herb be- -3 
* come: Gods. The jirfÞ degree of: Prayer, faith 2 
oy « he; brings t9.a State of : Recolledion;; and. hath 3 
4 ſome Divine Contatty:; which belda.y ionr Aug - 
ledges. The ſecond tarries the Sinl 2:8 nearer 
« Communion -with- God, -and. excites the Diuine 


5 Bounty to freer Communications tat 3:-\ But 'the 


* third 35-the Seal of the:ineffable" Union, whith A 
© makes our Mind & Soul to reſt inGod; as a Diuihe © 


with ſayi ing, That this T/uion withGod:is Man's 
*grcare Poritln, .aud';the End. \ all Religjor 


* anong the Egyptians: whaſe. Myſteries - his 
« {Deſign was-to explain: and-vindioate,. "Many 
* other Paſſages might be produced ous vf huh, 


* concerning the Anowing:of Gad: by: Divine Con- 


* re, and tbe. Tnſufpeiency of ' any;\ff of - the 


* Mind forghis ineffgble wion + but. chele. are 
GSO how-wellac | 


8 . The Antiquity - 


F © and- cars we believe thim ) the -Egyprians 
©xwerewith'the profoundeſt Secrets of Myfbcat 
” Divinity.” SELLS 
+ There 184 Book: tranſlated -out ofidrabich, I 
-intituled;” Of Divine Wiſdom according," to the I 
Egyptians, wherein are many things"'to- this |, 
-purpoſe z '- but -our'> Author - takes: »notice 
but of one paſkge init, which he. ſers-down _ 
as: the: Words of \Plato.'+ Buri: before | 
we" come 'to”-Plats, iti is fir: to be noted, - 
that P'Y\'THAG OR A'S. and: the 
NEDSS 50 RI _ 'S: > mtr but be 
:well acquainted with this cal Theology, 
'thoughthey did:not IT deliver ir A 
expreſs terrhs ; bur in # more occult manner. For 
itis known 6: confeſſed, *That P ayoras himlelf 
'* xwasfrom his Youth greatlyinclin'd toanInqui- | 
F-fition into ReligionsRitegand Myſteries: That | 
* hetravelled into By ypt to hearrheir Prieſts, Was | 
*there 22 Years, had  ooltchcadaniaht fromthe . 
© King tothe- Prieſts, andiwas: permitted! tO'ac- 
/* quaint himſelf with alltheir Le $entred |. 
*;ntothe Feyptian Adyra; and\was inſlirured in 


**and Things, goon any Perſon eminent | 
N at any time for Learn oe :kind of:Reli- | 

SRites ;\ or any« helol conceived 
Mos e might find ſomewhat Sy That 


fi he wee theriee to OY and Tn | 
I 2 en [7 ] 


6! int... 4 
© .+*E 


*chings unexpreſible touching the Gods;z:gave | 
* himſelf exact Information concerning Perſons F 


Y « 
- 
45 


# *the Chal WE Alſo with the; Peas 20 
wno entertai m very courteouſly;6: gay 
< hint inſight into'their-more-hudden oak 
J _ Religious Rites; F and, ; withourdoubd,avich 
| «x e: moſt Eminent or Knowledge Jews 
| <inbothplaces zandiikely.cnough, as Scldewand 
others think, with Exetel eater i ich 
--* That: /he made' Thealogypi:0r /the: Know 
{ ledge - of God, thei Firſt «moſt »Univerſal 
'* Being, the Centref all his Philoſophy : That --! 
* hexwas by way-of: Emitreney cal['d,: a \$+ioy/Gis 
F and -his \Philoſophy,: 2w-a/s 5: ' bocauſei-he . 
treated chiefly: of God, bi S: & 
| +» Thatihewasia; great Devora; br dalvneaiiny 
= * God, bis Worſhip, ind Sacred Inftitures:> Thar | 
0 «tho Confederation of his Cenobium. ( cies Y 
ivine” eimperament,andto Voionwith 
<0 to Unity withthe-Divine-Soul: That wr 
| -Inſtitutions of his Society and SeQzifor: the: Ad- 
[. ” mifſion andProbationiof Diſciples;diftin@ion of 
*] + Perſons; Reverence to:their Elders, Celibacie, 
E 8 *Gomatnglon! of Goods; Retirement: from: os 
| © World;&c:wereverymuchthefamewiththoſe 
# of the Eſeavs, and the Chriſtian Conobites after- 
aro 'of the —_— _ R_ 
1 { rione Pyrhagorizemore 1 pecially : 
1 \ inDivine matters,as Ari/totleand Daertiug have 
- hevgds, 'Fea;thavths :Choiceſt of: has\Metaz - 
"© 3 «phyſick| 


_— 
% 


x0 [/The Antiquiey- 
* phyſick-Contemplations ſeem. to be. traduced - 


*irom Pyrbogerar and his Followers \and chat | 


les: Pyt eppric atlofophy, as wellas 0! 
fiat Plato wy ID ESE | 
-:And-from all:t put; toger we.may very | 
reaſonably con y ff we'takenith 


onclude, - 
what is related by. Jawblicuss That he continued 
3 days and 2nights, at. onetime,..in the fame 
Poſture, without taking either:Meat, orDrink, | 
pr Sleep, /ib. x. cap.-3« That he muſt have been | 
 avell coquainited with* tins: Myſtick Tt | 
which. was..in fuch-Eſteem with þ | 
fromwhom he recieved Inſtructions ; Andehaſs | 
who received from: him :: _end-that in-Pletinu } 
end others, we read the Pythagorick as. well-2s 


% ; 


Platonick | Principles ; 4. that in both +was | 


a mixture of the : od Brees antrs os; 
by-all from the Common; Parent .Nodb.. \To - 
_ I will addonly 2 Paſſage. or two'of his, out | 


— born of Ged, ad. onted in Him, let's ws }| 
cleave- to: our Root." Percthe. Strgams' of the Wa- | 
irers, and. the Sprouts. of.the Earth, if they be.cut | 
of from their Rent are dry'd up. aud wither.away, | 
ÞP. x1. Is not thisthe very Doctrine: of our.Sa- | 
'viour, The True Light, which lighteth ;every Man, 
who cometh into. the Warld, of being borgof: God, | 
wu abiding inche Vine: : 
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from Ged and all Religion, and” 
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ory and: fading thing'; if: all "2 
that ouly is firm-amd 


of DWyltical | Divinity. py 


 1t cannot by auy means be; that: one avid ' rhe 


os Perſon' ſhould apply bingo ro 10: Pleaſures, "t0 - 


the Bodly, to'the ganting of Riches,; and alfs'ro Gull. 
And ethiseVory DoRrine of our $4: 
viour.; Te cannot  ſorve God and Mamnon A* *Buk 
he: gqes on :' For: he:who is grven'to Pl fares, the 


Jame wil alſo be careful for the Body; but'he 'who 
#8'c for the Body, he will. alſo\ftudy 0. got 
Riches': 2 and. he, 'who ſtudies! to \ UN pes, will 


weceſſarily be' Oujuſt* But he who 3s prune 38 
both impibus toward God, and anjuft toward: Mex: 
and therefore, althingh he ſacrifice warn Sr? 
tombs, he' is (har): ithe' more”'s 

Iabernty Ba | 


orilegious : Wherefore it behooeth zo avolal enery 
woluptuary Perſas,” as  impious" dave frvloghes, 


Law count well fay that he 3 oe 
who relies upon kf 


things : But to rely « x weft OMEs ſelf 


' 4 wiſe Man ſent hither N ted, wm 1 raked wy or 
fript of -all:) invoke Him; who font him's for-God 


| rt ef he only, who Fri not incunbred with Tmper- 


4 O__ P-'9 
&: & Drvine Senſe Gu tne REIT] Jolil %. 
& \ 


ſ joys us"i70 God + For Tite my” wanganuly- 


joyned with like, P. 9. 
— The fame which 1 have faid of Pphayhas 


may 


12 The antiquity” 
ay 2 eee Ho ſaid of SOCRATES alfo, 
both as tothe Diſpoſition of his Mind, as to his 
Travels for acquiring of Knowledge, and as to 
his Principles, from the Obſervations and Con- 
feffions of. ſuch as were'no Friends ro 4 ron 
Theology : They were Scholars" in, the,.fame 
Schools, and received the Tradition of the-fame 
Dodtine, as did Plaroallo from thence, and from 
them; fo thatTmay diſpatch.this'in'a few Ob- 
ſervations of what is known and confeſſed 'con- 
cerning him. GO” a ITIRAY 
. *Thathe had as clear Notions asany touching | 
©* God, his Nature, Unity, and other Sacred My- 
<*ſteries, which he could never have attained un- 
* to, bur by ſome borrowed Tradition, &c. That 
© he aſſerted, . That Y7rtue is neither by Nature, 
* nor by Teaching, but by Divine Inſpiration; 
*and that all true Knowledge of -Gad comes: by 
* Divine Infuſion; and'called God his Totor : 
:* That while Man is ſubjedt to, and under the Im- 
* preſſion of Corporal Images, ſenſible. Forms, 
* and terrene Aﬀecions, he iSnot rightly diſpoſed 


* 
%. 3.9 


«for Divine Contemplation:which requires a Mind 
ff defeated, &c.” That Divine things and My- 
* ſteries cannot be comprehended bur by a refined 
* Judgment; by ſuch as have their Souls abſtract- 
- *+4 from all Corporal Imiges, Impreſſions and 
« affections ; and therefore Men ſhould' be very 
*:atent on getting a Reformed Life,that the Mind 
* being exonerated of its deprefling Luſts, might, 

LA | Gy 


of pyſtical, 1, ivinity --- 


\ by a.natural Figaur life vp.it £6 Ee | 
and by that Pi Fo of Inte Ilize BN ; 


pars ip*s nA . Inco 

© Light, hay The 41TH 3 *244E # Ng £ 

; livein Stability, . Al : | 

. * And asfo his own tie, 
: _ 

whole Life, even fo 

ney PRISE' = of his - 


y alteration in the fame. poſture, his = 
«Mi ring nga with pure Contempla» =} 

"tion ; an that Favoriny | in A. Gellys fk thor " 
*he did this ofteti. — 
_ . And now to return to our principal, rithar, 7 

and the Words of P LA 70 in him , which'are 
theſe: » Being often in the Depth of Conti mpla: 

W w), £1 PE Pd a [ rack i di. yt 


& 


| * which cannot fog pe £4 wy Winks Po Eon; | 
with Ears, nor fla by the 1 rough fr. of, 
WF "and then be deſcribes the Sadne/ he felt 
<at the decay of that . rlorious Light,” and the. 
' pleaſure. which. returned with his former 'Extas. 
zes. The Words/are; At laff my Inellett. 
* being wearied with Thee Conteniplation fell has 
inty # Phatafie, and. than that Light fatling, 7 be- 


< Came S—_ ads But again having tefe my 


' Body, returning thither again, 7 perceived my 
* Mind abouuding with Light, : and that flowing, 


then into the Body then raiſed above it. 
; Nor: of Plato hirgſelf doth or Author take”. | 


any more notice then' of that phe 'p - but 
of the later Platonifts, Plotings, Jan Bicus, Por- 
rygzus; \and Proclus; who, us he faith out' of ; 
(alles, did wholly approve of the" Chaldaicht 
4, b he gives us: lore larger Tafts; and q 
peat | | 
®The "4M accountof P lotinus tis Hyporbefs, 
Is this ; That the Soul of | Mar being tmmer 
"in the Body ſuffers very noch" by Nis: of its 
* Zniow-with it ; | by which*mears it 1 draws to | 
* che. Aﬀett ions of the Body\-anilto"a'Corverſation 
< with Senſible things, and fo becomes Foil and 
p Miſerable + That its Good 'aniel* Happy C orldlition 
les in being like to God, not"in regard of 
Nanding, p a State" of \Ruieſcenty * That the 
: Praflice . of \the' Virtues of the *Attive Life Js 
J aofufcien} for Afimation th God'; but in order 


143 Ne thoſe which are properly Intelletial are 


I | 


| * Reaſany'is Juſtice : That by the Pr, Bee 


neceſſary, whereby 'th# Soul draws it [e, "off | 
*from-the-Body. Thus for 'the Sonl to'att by its 
ſe 4s W7 jen; n 
* Abftraftion from | Matter: F1 Fortitude ; £0" foheſ 1 
f theſe 
* the Soul purifies its ſelf, 1. rafts off the fy 
_ Midbout us to fol and fo reavers fs" Pavity, \ Þy 

| « Eringing | 


Fed is Temperance » 


of f Pyſtical; Divini I 

e. things into Light again, whichley E | 

« hide. under the rubbiſp of Senfible. pegs before; 

| *ſo.that the. Seu. did nat know themto be theth; 
« But for the Diſcovery of them, Cmnſony 

bt oO 0: 906 $902. ON 'E r Light thas'i;'s : 

* {elf as to, bring the Images rg na 24 


4s. ls nu 


F: . abſftratted from all other Objefts; and te united 
"to Him only by the Power of Divine Love; 
from. whence follows a clearer Light inthe Soul - 
* And in this State, faith he, -there- is not only a 
* Ceſſation of Paſo, but of | Reaſon and Under- 
"ſanding too: neither is the- Perſon: himſelf, | 

© ax" Sanvy dymednls of irBundone, like one tt a Rape 
" thre or an E xtaſte he enjoys God in that State of | 
© Quieſcemcy, as ina fi lent Wilderneſs; which he 
*calls, being in God: andin other places; ſeeing _ 

*God Fe themſelves, bein the ſame with God, 
being owe with God : jor which i is the higheſt 

*of Þ, being God: which IS the perfect State 4 

"of Dej- -formity. 


Of Parpbyry who was'2 Diſciple and Con: | 


fident of Plotinus, the fame Atthor gives us this 
account: © Thar. he looked upon the Theurgick 
by « Way, as lyable to deceit; and'not capable/of ad- 
* vancing the Soul to higheſt PerfeQtion,” Which | 
 ETheurgick Way lay in the/initiating. of Men in | 
© ſome Sacred Myſteries, by parraking of -cer- | 
*tainRites and Symbols,'by which they were : 
*admitted to the Preſence of. fome of their 
be * Deities ; the End whereof, as they' pretended, 

WAS, reducing the Souls of Men' to that Statc : 
*rhey were'in before they came into the Body. | 
_ ©* So St. Auſtin tells ts from Porphyry, That they EF 
* who were purified after this manner did comverſe. 
with Drs appearances of Amgels, whith they 
ky were es to ſee: but EE himſelf, hr 


k 
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* did-not utterly'reje&t this Lower and Symbo- 
* lical way: z' ſo he ſaid, 7hat the  Higheft Per- 
© fon of the Soil was not attainable by it's but 
* it was-uſeful for purifying the Lower part 'of the 
« Soul” but not" the Thtelleffuat. By the Lower 
*.part he underſtood: the -Irrational, which by 
* the Theurgical Rites might be fitted for Con- 
* verfation\ with Angels; but the Intellectual 
< part could not be elevated by -it to the Conte- 
* »/ation of God;\ andthe Viſion of the things'that 
cc % "8. 4. AY 3% Lough. We” 

are true. ' And herein he placed-the utenoF? 
* Perfettion of the Soul inits returrito and Union 
© with God in this upper: part; or Fund 'of the 
© Soul: for the utmoſt the other atrained* to, 


 *xwas only to live among the- Atherial Spirits ; 


* but the Contemplative Souls-returned to the 

* Father; as he ſpeaks; ' which, asmany other.of 
« his Notions, he:borrowed from the' Chaldaick 
« Theology. To ſhew» what this IntelleQtual or 
* Contemplative: Life was, - that ſhould--bring 
* Mens Svuls to;this State of Perfection, *Por- 

* phyry writ a Book on: purpoſe, 'Of the Return of = 
* the Soul, as St. Auſtin tells" us,” who quotes 
« many -paſhgesout of it; and this particular Pre- 


* 


« cept above all the reſt, 7hat the Soul:muFt fly 


| * from all Body, if it would live Flappy with God : 


*which'is all one with 4bfrattioi.of Mind, and 
© pure Contemplative Life.” In that Book he coni- 


 known.to.the-World for-this End ; not. the; 
hag) w_— | 


< Jian, 
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*ian;Chaidaick, or any other. But what that 
* was which he meant, appears by what he faith 
*near ithe end. of the Life of P/otiyus, where he 
hath theſe Words : . 7Zhe Scope and End of bis 
"Life was Tnion and Conjunition with God over 
"all; rand four times, faith he, when 7 was with 
" him he attained to this Union, by an unexpreſſ> | 
"ble Aft of the Mind : which he. before ſets | 
" forth, by a Divine:1llumination without any 1» | 
* mage or Idea, being. above the Underſtaniling © 
- nd all intelligible things. And he faith of 
* himſelf, that he was once.inithis State of Union, 
* when he was .68 Tears-of Age. - Which Z7ol- 
 * Fenius underſtands of an Extaſie he then fell 
< into ; 'and. imputes it to the depth of his Me- 
* lancholy jayned with his abſtrafted and ſevere 
* Life, his frequent Watchings, and  almo$t conti- 
nal Exerciſe of Contemplation. . For all theſe 
*.things were remarkableia him : and Zunapins 
<#aith of him, That he. was ſo little a lover of 
* the Bady, that he hated. his being a Man; and 


* being in Sicily, . be was almaft famiſhed by. 4b 
* finence, and ſhunned all Converſation with Man 
«+ind: as he begins the Life.of Plotinas,; That | 
* he was like one .aſhamed that his Soul was Fr 4 
Body. . So that we find the Foundation here 
” laid, ( faith our Author.) not 'only for the 
« Myſtical C/nion, but - the\ Al/tratron of  Minil 

« neceſſary in order to-it.: and that at doth uot | 
*1ye in any Jntelletual Operations, but rather 
in 


. 


© ;q a Ceſſation of theſt 4fts, is likewile expteſily 


rather by Yhe RefF and Ceſſarion of Operatzow in 


. | © him that he does when be flees," but the Know: 


"from Aﬀettions to it, which, faith he, raiſe the 
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* affirmed by Porphyry. Many things, faith he, 
© are ſaid of Vndlerffandlins things that are abdve 
* the Mind ; but the Contemplation of thoſe things 
" is better performed, #rinde why volvibs, ofi0 ©. 
* oaratione Tutelletns, as Holftenius refiders it, 


"rhe Onderftanding, than by the Exercife of it ; 
* as many things, while'a Man wakes, are faid of 


* Jedye and Perception of them is by Sleep'; for 

oy chimes are bet Pot by Alain. Pa 

© elſewhere he faith, Tha? dar manner of Under- | 
* fanding all things is differest zccorditg to their \ | 
* Effente ; thafe things above the Mind are to be | 
” known, Enevvohzo; 89 Vmigudiar, in the way of tir = 
" knowing, and after 4 ſuper-efſenftal "minker ; 
* where weſee the'very Phraſes of Dionyfns aſe 

* by him; and in many places he ſpeaks of the 

' Minds abftratting and loofing it Jelf from the 
* Body, and drawing it" ſelf nearer ty th Pit 

" Being { of the Souls being in God of "the pare 
* and clear Light, whith follows the Abftration of 
"the Mhid ; of the State and Life of Contem- 
" Slativy, and the Virtues neceſſary thereto ; ſuch 
" as Abſtivence from the Aﬀtions of the Body, and 


* Mind Jo the ſuper-efſenrial Being, And he very 
"much difparages the Ave and Political Life in 


= : 4 h. 
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" cotnpatiſon with this ; the End of one, being only 
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** Mens living according to Nature; but of the o- 


. ther, Aſſimilation to God : He that lives accord- 
© ing to Praftical Virtues, is only a Good Man : 
* but he that lives the Life of Contemplation, is a 
*God. From. whence we underſtand the Dei- 


© formity of the Myſtical Divines, being attain- | 


*able by the Life of Contemplation? The Way 
* laid down by him for Parifying the Soul is this : 
"I. The Foundation of it is for the Soul to know 
_ © zt ſelf, i.e. to,confider, that zt 7s in. a ſtrange 
place, and bound to a thing of another Subſtance. 
"2. Recollezon, or gathering it ſelf up from the 
© Body, to be. free from the Aﬀettions of it : In 
® order to which he adviſeth to deny the Body 
©1n its Appetites and Pleaſures, and to ſhew as 
* little Care of ir, and Concernmeat for it, as 
© may be: by degrees to leſſen all ſenſe borh of 
© Pleaſure and Pain ; and ſo to come at laſt to 


<2: Freedom from the Paſſions of the Body. Then 


© he deſcribes the Superlative Being, and faith, 
« that it is neither Great, nor Little, but above 
« oth; and is neither Greateſt nor Leaſt, but abvve 
* all; and that his Preſence is not Topical, but 
* Aſſimilative ; and that the only Way for our Souls 


* to recover themſelves, is, to bring them into gh 
* {elves ; by which Means the True Being is preſent. 


&« with them, and we become united to God. Which 


* 2/nion of the Soul with God, Holſtenius thinks 


_ jt very probable that Porphyry underſtood. by 
© the Book which he mentions in the Life of 


* Plotinus, 
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* Plotinus, called, *O ir2ft 14, the Sacred Nup- 


* tzals, becauſe both Plotinus and he ſuppoſed this _ 


* Union to be wrought by the Power of Divine 
* Love, as well as the Myſtical Divines ; and 
* Porphyry faith, upon the reading of it, Jome 
* thought him Mad, becauſe there were ſeveral 
" things ſpoken in it after a Myſtical and Enthufi- 
* aſtical manner ; for which he was highly ap- 
* plauded by Plotinus. © Is 


 Jamblicus was Porphyry's Diſciple, but out of 


him our Author recites no more 'than what is 
ſet down before concerning the Egyptian Myſte- 


ries > but out of PROCLVS, another Pla- | 


tonick Philoſopher, who' lived Tong” after theſe, 
and of whom Marinus gives this Character, to- 
wards the Conclufion of his Life, © 7hat bis Soul 
* was ſo recollefed and drawn into its ſelf, that it 
5 ſeemed to be ſeparated from the Body while it 
© beginning of his Theology, faith he; he diſtin- 
*guiſherh between that IntelleFual Facu/ty in 
"us, whereby we are capable of Underſtanding the 
* Nature aud. Difference of Intelligible Tdea's, and 
* rhat which he calls? dxejmirma T3 129 (85 qun)n 200, 
* the Summity, as the Myſticks ſpeak, and pure 
* Fund of the Spirit, which, he faith, i alone ca- 


* able of the Divine and Myſtical Union ; fo he 
* calls it, d m'nevpor Evo, For, faith he, though. 


* there be many Intellefual Powers in us, yet #t 15 
" by this only that we can be united to the Divinity, 
+ B 3 * and 


* remained in it ; he hath this paſſage: In the 


» . 
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* and be made partakers of it. For we oannot 
* reach the Divine Reing either by: our Seuſes, of 
* by Opinion, or by Apprehenſion ; no: nor yat by Ra- 
* tz0cination, 74 rage 2) nie, It remains there- 
* fore, that if the Divine Natare can anyways be 
* known by us, it muFt 'be by the  Efſence of the 

* Saul. For the Soul beine drawn into its own 
 * nity, and removing. from it: ſelf the: Multipli- 

* city of its Powers, it aſcends to the greateſt 
* height of true Contemplation. © While /the- Soul 
 * Jooks about on things below it, it ſees nothing but 
* Shadows and: Imagss- of: things : \ When, it comes 
* t0. a. State of Introverfion, then it ſees its own 
* Eſſence and Operations | of the Underſtanding : 
* But. when it ſearches deeper, then 'it finds the 
* Mind within it ſelf; — ſeveral Orders of 
* real Beings : When. it goes yet farther into the 
** moſt ſecret Cloſet of the Soul, there it: contemplates, 
& 25 it were bliudfold, the Divine Beings, andthe 
* firft Idea's or Unities of Beings. And this, faith 
© he, is the moſt excellent Operation of the Soul, in 
E the Reſt.or Quieſcency of its Powers, to- ſtretch it 
© {elf toward the Divine Nature; and dance, as it 
© were, round it, and. to.raiſe up the whole Soul to- 
© wards this Union with: it, and abſtratting it ſelf 
* fram all Inferior Beings, to reſt upon, ond be con- 
* joyued with that Ineffable aud  Super-eſſential 
* Being. And by this means the-Sout' comes to 
* have the truſt Underſtanding of all things. 


* Al 
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«* All-theſe Notions; (faith our Author) both 
* among the: Cha/geans, and: the- Platonick Phi- 
< loſophers, are- built: upon-a 'very 1ancient FH ypo- 
© rhefis, but very differentfrom thatofChriſtiani- 
"ty. ;- which Hypotheſis being granted; this:My- 
© tical Divinity appears with ſome face of-Rea- 
** fon, andeolour of Probability. It-was this ; 
<* That the: Souls of Men-did- exiſt- in another 
* World long: before-they-came- into rhe/Body ; 
* that in: their Deſcent to the Body they had-an - 
- © Atherial Vehicle Joy ned. to them by which: up=; 

- © on the-conjundAtion; of the: Soul and Body he- 
* came the Means of Communication, between 
"them, and takes: up»its: chief -Seatin the:Brain, 
© which is the ſamewhich we call the Imaginati- 
" on;: that the: Soul. being inthis fate isaprto-be 
* much inveigkd with Kindneſs tothe Body; and 
© fo forget its Return-home : thas the Body:is'ca- 

* pable of doing; the Soul miſchiefnoother way, 
© being it ſelf under the-power-of Fate, » thenias 
 ©it draws it downward:  that-the Mind, being 
© the upper part of the Soul; is always acting ; 
* but we know. not its'operations but only-by-the 
© Imprefſions they-make uponithe Phanfie : thar 
©the Mind hath the true Idea's:of things within 
*it ſelf ;-burt we are deceived by: the Repreſen- 
" rations. conveyed by our Imagination; and -. 
"therefore. our Rartiocination. is very-fhoxrt-and 
* uncertain : - that: our-oply way of Recovering 
*our Souls, is by drawing them oft from the 

B4 © Body, 
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Body, and retiring into themſelves; and that 
_ © upon this the Mind hath the Divine Being fo 
nearly conjoyned to it, that it paſſeth -into a 
* Divine Nature, and: recovers its former State, 
-*when it parts from the Body. But becauſe it 
*3s' not to return alone without'the Atherial 
** Vehicle ir brought with it, therefore the Chal- 
* deans and Egyptians ' had ſeveral Sacred and 
** Symbolical Rites for the purifying ofthe Ve- 
** hicle, as they called it, which they made nc- 
© ceſlary for this End : and with them Jamlicus 
** joyns,”- but Porphyry thought them not ne- 
* ceſfary, | but - that Philoſophy and meer Con- 
© templation would purifie' enough withour it. 
*'This'is the true Account of their Hypotheſis, 
* as may be fully ſeen in-ZZrerocles and Syneftus, 
** without going farther ;: and was the firſ# Foun- 
** dation: of Myſtical Divinity, which TI will not 
* deny to be well enough' accommodated to it. 
** But it is as remote from Chriſtianity, as the - 
* Hypotheſis it felf is.- © | 2H 
This is faid by our Author to diſparage My- 
ftical Divinity ; becauſe he ſuppoſerh it will not 
be conſented to by any that are Friends to ir. 
But how doth-it appear that this Hypothefts was 
the firſt Foundation of Myſtical Divinity; which, - 
for any thing he hath ſhewed to the aoage*£ 
may be more ancient than it ? ' His bare afhir- 
mation in his own Caſe certainly is not to be 
admitted for Proof. But in caſe that were ad- 
i - mitted, 
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mitted, how is that diferent from Chriſtianity ; 
for he would not ſay contrary; though, no doubt, 
many. of his'/Readers would be apt totake it fo > 
The Fews did believe it before'our Saviour'stime ; 
the Apocrypha-doth favour it ; the A4poſtle's Que- 
ſtion concerning the Man, who'was born Blind, 
doth favour it; nor doth-oar.Saviour's Anſwer at 
all contradict it, but rather ſuppoſeiit: and: it 
hath been aſſerted-by Learned Men; both of the 
Church of England "and: other Proteſtants, from 
Proofs of Scripture, as well 'as Reaſon. His 
Conclufion alſo is:obſervable, that My/tical D#- 
vinity 1s as remote from Chrifitanity,as the Hy- 
pothefis it ſelf 5 ſuch another cautious Expreſſion 
not to-expoſe himſelf: but by which the gene- 
rality of his Readers rnay eaſily be impoſed upon. 
Truth is a' very venerable thing; and Divine 
matters ought to_be«rreated- with great Reve- 
rence ; the very. Heathen Myſticks'would have 
\ thought fo, whatever our Rationariſts think. © 
Beſides theſe ancient Philoſophers, our Author 
takes norice of the. like: Notions. and Practices. 
among, other Gentiles,even' at this day; but of 
what antiquity amongſt them he faith not. It 
is taken from a Letter of Monſieur. Bermer:to 
Monſieur Chaplain, dated 4 Octob. 1657. cons 
cerning the. Gentiles of- Tndoſtan, Winerem he - 
gives an account © of certain Orders 0! Religious 
* among them, who make Vows oi Chaſtity, 
* Poverty, and Obedience, . 1iving in Convents 
* under 
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, < under Superiors, who. are: commonly: called 
© Jaugyuss, i, E, united to.God, whouſed themſelves 
© to. many: Hardſhips, and were looked on as fo 
< many Eremites by: the People, being accounted 
< true Saints, illuminated and- pertect Faygais.: 


E Theſe are People: that: have entirely, abandoned = 
« the World, and ſequeſtered themſelves. inte ſame 


«very. remote Corner or Garden, like Eremites, 
< pithout ever coming to the Town. © If you carry 
* them any Meat, they. receive it; if they. dp not, 
«zz believed that they: can- live: without it, and 
* {ubftf7 by the ſolt Fever of God. in: perpetual 
* Faſting, Prayer, and. profound Meditations : for 


* dhey fink themſelves ſo deep: into theſe Raptures, 


* zhat they. ſpend many hours together. in being. inr 
« aut, God. himſelf, like a very bright and. ineffable 
< Light, with an unexpreſſible Joy and: Satisfaction, 
&* attended with an intire-Contempt- and: forſaking of 


&* 2he World. For thus much one of them, that pre 


* rended he could enter into. this Rapture when he 
* pleaſed, and. had been often init, told me-z and o- 


* thers that are about them affirns the: thing mith ſo | 
* much: ſeriouſue(s, that they ſeem. ta: believe it in © 


©. carnei#, that there is no Impoſture: init. 


To. theſe others might be added, who! have 


had the like Notions, and uſed: the like Exerciſes, 
as well anciently, as at this-time. Such as. the 
Fndian Brachmans or Gymmoſophiſts, the: Perſran 
Magi, and the Druides, who are ſaid by lome to 


have 
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have been as ancient-as #hbrahaw's time. The 
Character given” by Bardiſanes Syrus of the 
BRACHMANES, that'they nezther worſhip 
Images, wor cat what is. animate ; neither drin 
Wing; or Beer ; are far from all Malignity, attend- 
ing whalty to God ; is comprehenſive enough to 
take. in both the Auſterities and Contemplations 
of thoſe before-mentioned.' But the religious 
Care of the Ancients to: conceal their moſt Sacred 
Myſteries from the'Vulgar, and'their communi- 
cation of them principally by ſucceffive verbal 
Tradition, is a great reaſon that we have fo little 
of this" in any Writings, not only of the reft, 
whom we call Zvathers, but even of the Fews, 
and Chri/tians. However, it is plain by what is 
colleted by our Author; that theſe Notions and 
Exerciſes were-not" firſt introduced by Plotinus 


and hisDiſciples, bur derived to'them from the 


Egyptians, and the Chaldeays; And if it be in- 
quired from what” Original they derived them, it 
will be hard to difcover any other than either 
Abraham and his Poſterity, as many affert; or 
at leaſt the common Parent Nova; fo that what 
our Author has colleRted to diſparage My/fitat 
Theology, being well” confidered, will prove a 
notable Recommendation” of it; © For as it is 
moſt reaſonable to. believe that'Noah didinſtruct 
his Poſterity in-all things of greateſt Importance 
to them; and that: the Knowledge of ther was 


_ tranſmitted toafter-Generations, and in particu- 


lar 
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lar to the Chaldeans. and, Egyptians in fome fort . 
or other ; but to the Fews intirely, and without 


Mixture of Corruptions ;' ſo it is not to be 
| doubted, but ſuch inquiſite Perſons, and eſpecially 
into Divine Myſteries, as Pythagoras, Socrates, 
and Plato, Men of ſuch extraordinary qualifica- 


tions, and fo favoured as they were, muſt have 


obtained a compleat Knowledge of them from all 


theſe Nations; and eſpecially at that time, in and 


after the Captivity, when they ſeem by Divine 
. Providence to have been carried away out of 
their own Countrev for that very end and pur- 


poſe, that God's dealings with. them might be 
more fully known to other Nations. For the 


Poſterity of Abraham was undoubtedly deſigned. 


- by Almighty God to be a Light and Admonition 


to the Gertz/es, even from the beginning in all 
their various States ; in Egypt, in the Wilderneſs, 


in the Land of Canaan, in their Captivzty, and in. 


their Di/perfion to this very day. Nor do.I at 


all doubt but there was ſo much Knowledge of, 
Truth derived from them to other Nations, as. | 
together with what is obſervable in the Works, 
of God, and what was received from the Com- | 
mon Anceſtors, was ſufficient for the Salvation. 
of all, who uſed and improved the fame as they. 


ought ; and for the juſt Condemnation of the. 


reſt, who negleed it. And therefore, if we. 


find that rhele Men were acquainted. with the 


Myſtick Divinity, that is, with the thing, Weg 
ther 
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ther under that Name. or any other, it matters 
not ; if we find undeniable Evidence of it among 
the Chaldeans and Egyptians, and others before ; 
if we find the moſt ancient Chriſtian Aſceticks 
well acquainted with it, and much, or rather 
altogether in the PraQtice of it, before Droxyftus 
his Theologia Myſtica was known m the World ; 
this put together is ſuch a Conſtellation of con- 
current and corroborating Evidences, that 
whenceſoever that Name, and ſome Terms and 
Expreſſions, which ſeem ſorhewhat uncouth, 
came in after Apes, yet that the thing it ſelf 
mult have been derived from ſome very ancient. 
common Original to thoſe Nations ; and. to thoſe. 
Chriſtian Aſceticks, not from the ColleQtions of_ 
the: Adverſaries -of Chriſtianity, ( which is a, 
meer groundleſs Oratorical | Fiction ' to expoſe. 
ir ) no more than from Dzony/us, whom our 
Author doth not believe to have been ſo ancient; 
but either from ſome of the firſt Converts of 
the Jews, or, which ſeems more likely, from a 
Divine Conduct and Inſpiration : for they were 
many..of them unacquainted with Humane 
Learning. Not do I ſee any reaſon to think 
that the Inſtitutions of the Sons of the Prophets 
among the Jews were much different from the 
Myſtical Theology, which is thus oppoſed by our 
Author ; but rather that the fame Inſtitutions 
were conveyed, as Secrets, by Tradition to ſome ' 
principal Men of all Nations, from the Common 
Parent Noah. © And 
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And indeed, if we do but fairly, that is can- 
didly and without Prejudice, conſider that - Ac- 
count of this Divinity, which'our Author hath 
choſen for his purpoſe to colledt from a late Au- 
thor, Father 4u/tin Baker and Mr. Crefſy's Preface, 
Iſnppoſe it will ſufficiently recommend it ſelf, as 


noimproper or unlikely Methodto have beet ufed | 
by the ancient Prophets. * Let 'the Reader .; 


J judge of it ( faith he, and fo-fay [2 by theſe 
© Paſſages in his (wiz. Mr: Crefſy's ) Preface : 
© x. 7he only proper Diſpoſition towards receiving 
* Supernatural Irradiations from God's Holy Spi- 
"rit, is an Abſtration of Life; a Sequeſtration 
* from all Buſineſs that concerns others, and an 
* Attendance to God alone in the Depth of the Spi- 


* it. And alittle after: 2. The Lights here defired 


* aud prayed for, are ſuch as dp expell all Images 
* of Creatures, aud do calm all manner of Paſſions ; 
*fo the end the Soul being in a Vacuity, may bt 
* more capable of receiving and entertaining God in 
* the pure Fund of the Spirit; Thus far our Aus 
thor out of Mr. Crefſy. 'ButI think fit to add ro 
theſe two, the reſt of Iis Characters of Divine 


Inſpirations whereby theyTtnay be diſtinguiſhed | 


from Panaticiſm. 3. The Prayer here acknow- 


ledged to be the moſt effettual Inſtrument to pro- 


cure Divine Light, is a Pure, Recolleited, Intime 


(or moſt inward) Prayer of the Spirit. 4. Here 


are no new Speculative Verities or Revelations of 
Myſteries pretended; mo private TE Ea 
| ; Inter* 
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| 


| ſometimes to be miſt 
would accrue to-others, aud not any' confiderable 


Taterpretations of Scripture bragg dof. 5. Here 
the Fhalifhed ane ge ed rr - the 
Unity eſſential thereto is not eas Tea, the 
Inſpirations expeted and obtained by Pure Inter- 
nal Prayer domore' firmly and unalterably fix Souls 
under this Obedience, and to this Order and Unity. 
6. Our Lights teachus toattendonly to God and our 
own Souls, aud never to intereſs our ſelves m any 
Care or Implayment about others, till evidently 
God's Inſpirations force us,and External Authority 
obliges us thereto, 7. Our Lights make us to fear 
—C —_ all Super-eminence and Judicature, «all 
Senſual Pleaſures, Defires. of Wealth, Honor, 8c. 
8. Aud laſtly, Our Lights, if they ſhould chance 

ed us, mo Harm at all 


prejudice to our ſelves; becauſe, as bath been ſaid, 
the Matters in which. they dire us, are in their 
Nature tadifferent, andaare.ordered only toward 2 
more perfett Loving of Goel; and withdrawing us 
from Creatures. F. 33. The contrary. or differs 


_ entCharaRers of phanatick falſe' Lights, I paſs 


by for brevity fake. _ 7 

© Qut of Father Bater himſelf he produceth 
< theſe amongſt others : Such ( contemplative) 
< Souls are not of themſelves much inclined to Exs 
"ternal \ Works, ( except ( ſaith Father Baker, 
< which our Author leaves out ) when: God 
* calls them thereto by ſecret Inſpirations, or en- 
gageth them therein by Command of "> J 
| | "o--.- 


= 
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"* bat they ſeek rather to purifie themſelves, and 
D iznflame their Hearts to the Love of God by Ins 
© ternal Quiet, and Pure Adtuations in Spirit ; | 
* by a total Abſtrattion. from Creatures ; by Solj- 
"tude, both external and eſpecially internal; ſo 
* eliſpoſing themſelves to recetue the Tnfluxes and 
* Tuſpirations of God, whoſe Guidance chiefly they 
* endeavour to follow in all things. * And, The proper 
* End of a ContemplativeLife is the attaining unto an 
* Habitual and almoſt uninterrupted perfett Union | 
* with God in the ſupream point of the Spirit ; and | 
* ſuch an Union as gives the Soul a Fruitive Poſ- 
* ſeſſion of him, and a real Experimental Perception 
* of the Divine Preſence in the Depth and Centre of 
* rhe Spirit, whith is fully eed and filled with 
* him alone; not only all deliberate Aﬀet(tions | 
*( faith Fa. Baker) to Creatures being excluded, 

* But in a manner all Tmages of them alſo, at leaſt 
* fo far, as they may be diſtraftive to the Soul. And 
*he adds: 7he Efedts of this bleſſed Perceptable. 
© Preſence .of God in Perfett Souls are unſpeakable | 
* ant] Divine : 'For he is in them both as a Principle | 
* of all their Aitions Internal and External, being | 
« the Life of their Life, and Spirit of their Spirits, | 
"* and alſo as the End of them, direfting both the 
* 4tons-and Perſons to himſelf ouly, He is All ' 
"* zl] things unto them : A Light to diref ſecurely | 
« all-their Stepe, and to order all their Workings, . 
< even. thoſe alſo which ſeem the moſt ng 4 

cot 3d LR” 1 | 


*Tr.1, 1,62, 9.5 


_— — — — 


[1 


of Pyſtical/Dibiftity. - 43 


; | *the which, by the Guidance of God's Holy Spirit, 
\ | Edo cauſe a farther Advancement of them to a yet 
E more immediate Vniow. He is a Shield to pro» «| 


* ret them in all” Tentations and Dangers ; au 
< internal. Force and Vigour within them to make 
* :hem do' and ſuffer all ' things, whatſoever his - 
* pleaſure is they fhomld do or ſuffer. They not 
< only believe and know, but even feet and tai 
® Lins to be the Univerſal Infinite Good, By means 
| * of a continual Converſation with him they are re«” 
*Aaced to a Bleſſed" State of a Perfett Denudation 
* of Spirit, to av- abſolute Internal” Solitude, a 
* Tranſcendency and PForgetfulneff"-of all created 
| */;þ;ngs, and eſpecially of themſelves, to an "Hea« 
= vin wind-duefand fixed Attention to God only, 
| E and this even in the midf# of | Employments to | 
* others - never 0, diſtrative ; and," finally, 'to a 
* ou/tful Knowledge of his Infinite Perfettions, and & - * 
* a ftrit . Application. of thetr Spirits by Love 1 
© above Knowledge,  joyned with a Fruition and = 
* Repoſe in Him with the whole extent of "their 
« Wills : So that: they become after an mexpreſſi- 
* le manner”. Partarkers of the Divine” Nature ; 
* yea, "One Spirit, One WH, One" Love with lim, © 
| © eing in'a ſort Deiffed, ant enjoying as much of + 
&® FJeaven here as Mortality is capable'of © 
| _ Theypecial Means for obtaining ſuch ſpiritual 
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of, 1 and extraordimar y Favours from” God, | aredoubt- 
' | lefs verydeſirable to be known ;'and . theſe our 


Author ſets down in the Words of 0. N.-who _ 
EE BAY QC purpoſely, | 


of 


bs! bs - The Unjqnity- 

| urpoſely writ in An{wet to. him upon this Sub- 
= > viz, ( befides a watchful Guard, faith he, for 
Jenny the Conſcience clean, ac much 'as may be, not 

- only from Mortal, but alſo Veuial Sin.) Mach fres 
quent and continued Vocal vr Mental Prayer j 
much Solitude, aud Mortifications of our Fkſb : 
znd Abſtraction of our Thoughts w Aﬀedions. | 
from any Creature; nuich Recolleftion, and yvith- 
drawing from abroad into our 5 ths ; much Me- 
- ditation on ſuch ſelefted Subjets, as may rather 
inflame our Afﬀettions than increaſe. our Science; 
and when oe we TY wa theſe enkindled, the £1 
weavouri ieſcence, as much as we can from | 
former POD (ie adtions of tbe Brain and | 
IntelleF nw hinderiug the - and Will ) 
and the bringing of our > fobves rather to a ſimple | 
G otempltin to exerciſe. Aﬀts of Love, adbere 

gh after, and entertain the Divine Objett | 

bad And here (faith he). if bis. Devine | 
Majeſty pleaſe to advance. us any higher " fuch 
Unions with Him, as are not in our. 
thereix we receive rather thas act, an Ro 
in us rather than we our ſelves,.we on them 
with afl Humility and, Gratitude, if otherwiſe, 
ne ac equieſee. in our bei. endeavours, 7 
after him with Patience, though enabled: 
theſe only by his. Grace, 7, bis our Spiritual and 
Myſtical Maſters teach us ; and thus, - on this 

way, which theſe Men ſtile F anaticiſm and Vn 

{m, we 6, endeavour. £0. procure: Aggnore.. 

RY Acquaine 
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hay, of our Author fiirh, {6 put thyfther © 
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equaitance and C owverſe with God, and berein 


* Elſewhere, fiith our Author; he (Fa. B., ar?) 

( « deſcribes the Progrefs fowafds this lik Per-- 
« fetion this * That he'toho would come to it m6 4 
© praffiſethe drawing of bisExrerial Senſes avardly 
* 20 his internal; there lofing, and, as it were amihi-, 
& Jatit them: then he pw: draw his Teternal 
" « Senſe Tto-the Superior - powers "of the. Sond, , 
© nid there anithplate thems likewiſe : " Ani "thoſe 
.** Powers of the Intelli&ual Soul be nuff dr into 


Per 


© rhat whith is talled the Unity ; - ang to that Onity 


« which alone 'is c 1 Onion w##b Go Gil 
6 \ win be applyed per hb xed"on Gol, wherein 
© the perfett Divine Contemplation lyes. © Tis 
true, thele words are iti Father Baker ; bur they - 
ire but what he ſaith we read in other Authors: - 


| and befides*he adds: © Now, whether ſuch Ex- 
| © 8reflons” as theſe will abide the frritt Exami- 


Ce of Philoſophy or uv, T will not take fa me 
K ro deterdeine. Certain it I, that by a F eh 


So the Operation if an rs 
2 By this we may perceive, that it is 
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of their Words and Phraſes, as an Account of their 


Divinity; ( p. 285.) and what Account that is. | _ 


But- beſides theſe, there are ſome other pallages 
which he recites ; and.:in them ſome, which he 
 conftrues, as he doth theſe and other things; and 
fome Expreſſions, which-may:ſeem hard Sayings | 
to one, who is not willing to underſtand them, 
or. conſider ' them as terms of Art, and; allow 
them a candid 'Conſtru@ion ; and: may afford. 
Matter for Exerciſe: of -Wit to ſuch as are dif- 
poſed to ſport themſelves with Matters of Re- 
ligion. -The wicked . Spirit does eafily inſi- 
nuate himſelf into, and impoſe upon. Perſons 
ingaged in Controverſy ;” they are ordinarily like 
Souldiers ingaged in War, aQ as if all was Law- 
ful, whereby they can incommodean Adverſary, 
without- due regard to Charity, 'Truth, and 
that fair Dealing and Kindneſs which Chr:- 
ſtianity enjoyns to Enemies ;- and too often be- 
have themſelves like ſuch Souldiers, as are loath 
to have an End of a War leſt they ſhould want | 
Employment, trifling and 'skirmiſhing at a di- 
ſtance, with vain Words' and Shews: ; and the 
conſequence in each is frequently the baffling * 
and diſparaging of the Cauſe they are ingaged: 
in, and giving advantages to their Adverfaries. 
' And I wiſh this Author, by his management, 
hath not given too much Advantage, of at leaſt 
_ Occaſion, to the common Adverſaties, Trifidels 
and Deifts. Bur as to rhis-cauſe; 0. gr 
bet £1 ully. ] 
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fully anſwered all Cavils at the Terms of Art, that 


it ſeemshe left little to'be'replyed to :7 and there- 


fore, for Anſwer, our Author is reduced to'theſe 


' two ſhifts: 1. Toinculcaterhe Unintelligibleneſs 
of Myſtick Theology, from the ceſſation of.the 


diſcurſive Faculty at the time of Contemplation, 
(which is all that the Myſtick Writers intend) 
as if all Men, in the very a& of intent liftening to 
Sounds, or beholding'ſomerhing; exrraordinary, 
did not the like in} a/ great meaſure. . 2. To. 
make a great Bravado, as if he had. the Autho- 
rity of the whole Chyrch of Chriſt againſt all 
Viſions, immediate |. Revelations, -Extafies, 
Oc. in the caſe of Montauus; Whereas what 
was : condemned. in. Moutanus and his Compa- 
nions, was not the . pretending to Viſions and 
Revelations; but. pretending ſuch to;be Divine, 
which were not; but Diabolicalzas appeared 
both. by the Manner, and. by the Matter, being 

Hereſie: as is very, plain in the ancient Writer 
in Euſebins, I. 5." c 16: When the Faithful 
throughout Aſia had met often, and in many places 
of Aſia, 24pon this account; / and had inquired into 
this'New Dodrine, and'\determined it to be pro- 
phane; and rejefted this; Herefie, they. were ex- 
pelled- out of the: Church, And before he relates 
how-Meztanns his Ambition gave the Enemy 
an Entrance into himſelf,and he was: filled. with 
the Devil,-and, of a ſudden, poſleft with @ furi- 


ous and frantick Temper of Mind, &c.- So he 


C 3 faith 


33 _ The Antiquity 

faith of: Theodotns, that he was: poſe with & 
falfe' Extaſie, which plaigly implies true ones 
believed then, contrary to what our Author 
doth pretend.. ' Ta fay that/it-hath-no Founda> 
tion-in the Chriſtian.Podrine, and yet ito- paſs 
by ſo many Teſtimonies. of Scripture produced 
for it, with no better/ anſwer than what amoynts 
to:a Conceſliori, deſerves -no other reply than 
pnly to nate it.” To.-miſtake and mirepreſent 
Mens Words through Ignorance, is a Fault, but 
more. eſpecially in Men: prexending to Learning | 
and: Knowledge ; yet hath -rhat ſome excuſe, 
by reaſon of the Humane-Infirmity. incident to 
all, . But to-do it wilfully, deliberately,” and 
ſeeking Occaſions, is inot. only different from, 
but contrary to-the Spirit of Chriſtianity, » But 
what is it "then, if. it be-in. deſpight 'of thar 
which is really true, and-the Operations of the 
Spirit of Grace? ' To fay that the:Caſe of Mou- 
fanus was the very Caſe. of Myſtical Unions ; and 
that the Spirit of Montauas. was: rejefted.in the = 
Chriſtian' Charch. as a-Fanatick: Enthuſnſtical 
Spirit z. as if: the Caſe of {Myſtical Unions: was 
the Caſe of. that Spirit ſa rejected; with other 
gxpreſſjons to. like purpoſe, are fit to. be.cotir 
fidered' afterward, if 'they. were. not well con- 
fideregi before-hand,” "There 's 2 paſſage, which 
:He-recites out of the ping Exerciſes of the 


Jeſuites, þ- I, \ 32. El EF F 7.4 : VIZ. (bt 78 the- 
þ Perfection of ' a; Chriſtian to keep himſelf 


revs © tndlifferent, 
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zndifferent, to do. what: God ſhall revent. 19" bimy' 
and not to determine himſelf 'ro' do. what | he hath! 
already revealed and taught in the Goſpel - which! 
is very pra ,"iF the meaning*be-what: 

| he {would - have *us to' believe; and” indeed. 
fo. groſs, 'that it -is not- tobe! believed to! be | 
their meaning, if it:be ro be found there, and 
fairly tranſlated: but fince it is capableof ano= 
ther conſtruction, 'vjz. not to confine ones ſelf 
to what is revealed-in-general; butts be.in- 

; different, as to.things/nor determined; bur- left 

| indifferent, to do as God ſhall direct : F know | | 
| anot what can be faid of any: v apainſt it 

Such, a-Conſtrudtion' had: been: bur abedifg 

B.. their- own Rule :  Chriſtianuns unit guemigne | 

pive debere þ unites avimo Semtutians ſeu Prov" 

p2fet ioners abſcuram alterius in bonam trahere þ 

ters, quans: dannare, '&c; Exercit.. Spirit. P. 68. 

edit. Aut. 1676. Bo.) Which had'been more 

worthy of our Aiithor's Obſervation.” Nor 
_ -do I ſee /any reaſon to:alledge, as'an Inſtance | 
| Tor Proof of their Fanaticiſm; that" Cuſtom-of 
Hanatins and his Cormpanions; related by Orlan- 
drnus,' lib, 1. #4. T11. 'vie.' I any matter FL 
- bate they: were..to joyn 20get bor | in": Prayer ;"afid 
after ſeeking God; what Opinion the mo#7 were's 
. that/ they. rs Ive upon. Where. was” the” 
-in this? in joyning in'Prayer? 'or it agreel 
»with the-Majority 2 -IF-the 0dzum of: Hor 
"will r—_ any hee) with rhe: vulgarz yer ut 
C 4 becomes 
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| becomes neither Chriſtianity, nor Ingenuity, 
nor 1s it' conſiſtent with true Prudence, to con- 
| deſcend to ſuch mean Obje@ions. Over-doing 

doth often , {pail a good, Work, «and diſparape 
and diſcredit the Author., The Errors and Miſ- 
carriages of Devout People: ought-to; be +pitied, 
mentioned with Grief, and not expoſed beyond 
Truth or Necefiity : For that makes fport for 
the Devils and wicked Men; gives Scandal to 
weak Men ; promotes Uncharitableneſs and 
Irreligion; and diſcompoſeth and difordereth 
the Spirit of him that dothit. He who judgeth 
others, ought to take care that they riſe not up 
Judgment hereafter againſt himſelf. How 
will that Fanaticiſm, which carries Men to the 
fartheſt part of the World for the Converſion 
of Infidels to Chriſtianity, riſe up in Judgment 
avainſt them, , who ſuffer their own Pariſhes 
and Dioceſles of profeſſed- Chriſtians at home, 
to {fink into Jnfidehity; for want of due Care 
and ſufficient Inſtruction 2 And how will the 
Exceſs: of Devotion ( if it be ſo ) in ſome Spi- 
ritual Writers, riſe up in Judgment againſt ſuch. 
as will be found to have given occaſion to. Te- 
Pidity, Careleſineſs, and, Negledt of the-moſt - 
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NOTES 


. Properly; here be added. 


NOTES: Ty OBSER- 
VATION S-to diſcern 
_ Ilufons, from Divine Jn 
ſpirations. ' PO Le Toons 


HERE is cho part of the Opabich which | 
| our Author hath: to this Ah tical Divinity 


| beſides that,” that-.3t is unintelligible,” as e 
fays,. viz,, That it- leads. Perſons into ſtrange Tlnſions 
of Fancy ; which he takes to be a great Injury, - 
only to thoſe Melancholy Sovls that are led throngh 
this Valley of Shades and Darkneſs ; -but.to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion it ſelf. * Which, if true, is'a juſt Cauſe 
of Quarrel indeed : But if well conſider'd, no greater 
. Cauſe than others have againſt! the- Holy Seriptures, : 
becauſe ſome wreſt them to their'own Deſtrudtion, 
2 Per, 3,. 16.,-It is true, many, Perſons have- been” 
impos'd upon by their,own'Fancies ;; and many more - 
by Satan transformed into an Angel of Light: | but © 
muſt we therefore deny that. there are any; 'true.; 
Divine Illuminations, 1n irations, Motions, or Com-. 
munications? 't is therefore very neceſſary to be... 
well conſidered, How" they tnay -be- Aiſtinpnlſhed: ; 
And becauſe O. N. in the Book which our Author 
anſwers, hath a Diſcourſe on that Subje&, which hath 
paſſed his Examination without any hard cenſure, 
which; is an implicit Approbation, that may not im- 


FOR 


® = Notes and Obſervations 


OR the difterning of ſuch Hu ſons, proceeding 
- from Satar, from the true-I/pirations of God's. 
Holy Sprit, we” affirm, "That many Nores ad. Obj, ErVas. 
tzons there be, whereby they may be known, if not cer- 
tainly whether Divine, as to:their Original ;' ( where 
po. Spirit of Prophecy -or :Miracles: 5 yet whether 
containing Truth, and advancing Vertue, as tothe 
Matter ; and whether any way. noxious and hurtful, 
either to the Perſon that receives them, or athers, 
And. this is: abundantly ſufficient. '/Now for theſe 
Notes of diſcernin them? © I need: referr the Reader 
to no other Book then'to the DoQor's Martyr, Santa 
Sophia, ( though he was pleaſed to take no notice of 
them there )-in the Preface, from. 29. to $. 35. 
Again, in the third Treari/e,' p. 268. from F.: 9. to 
$ 22. where, after dire&ing a ftrit Obſervation to 
be made concerning wo Perſon, whether, 1, vici 
ouſly inclip'd ;, 2. arrogant and proud z -or, ? :3, curls 
OUS; 4. or much addi ed to molaricholy, there are 
particularly caſt off, and: marked 'ont -for Saturical 
Jlufions ; among others, : theſe : *.A/ ſuch pretended 
. Inſpirations or Revelations as do invite the Perfon 
*to fay or do any thing contrary” to the Catholick 
'* Faith, Obedience, Humility; Peace, and Unity, Ho- 
+ ** neſty, Parity, and ary other Divine Ferrne : but eſpe- 
Lilly contrary to rhe Catholick Faith,” or Obedience; for 
ce, as the atrempting to make any new and mers 
; arions ; as likewi "ahanabay Perſons 4 
believe theſe Revelations robe: of God, after nr 
been condemned by expericured: Superiars' and. Direttors. _ 
"All fuch, 1 oy, are condemned for Sgranical Hinſions, 
| - whichcuts-all the nerves of all ſuch pretended Reve- 


Peace: ; and moſt of _ of thoſe Eathuſiaſins -and: 'Fa- 
matic 


lations as can. any way difturb:the Church's Faith," 


t9 viſcers'Mnfyirations. "_ 


patick Frenzies which have been of common | DONS 
Proteflants. — $. 1g. 

Laſtly, in: all theſe Pretenſons, where: there [1 
any greater difficulty of ilorning? the-Good and Dis 
vine. from. the Bad and 'Saranical Spirit,- we bave'a 
judge:t9 repair tg, the Governowrs "the- Church: [The 
Spirits of the Aras Hiith St. Pawl, arc  Prbject 70 the 
Pro IF: 
ago there ate other xafluences and Ipſpirations of 
' the ſame Spirit, direfting vs alſo 'in Acorns wn rheis 
_ awn nature Indifferent;. of of Connſel; and on either 

ſide lawful, and free from Sin; ſome ' of which Inſpi- 
rations cannot be tried, or diſtinguiſhed from-En- 
thuſiaſm, by any ſuch way as the former; which, be- 
cauſe:they are much ſpoken of: by the Myſticks, and . 
are very necellary for adyageing Chriſtians in the way | 
Perjedtion, it ſeems requiſite, for the freeing = 
alſo from es, to give the Reader here ſome ac- 
count of them.*. $. 18. 

1. We muſt know-then. (as Serfta Sophia, "T3583 

B57: 208 and wor have; diſcourſed more at large) . 
E. _ within; (that is, all the 

mas a the am mats and that of Corr, pe 
ture-aſſiſted with ions of the'Devi 

took akind of Folleſſians us ypon Adam's Fall, £5 | 

2.2. That: thjs:laft "Spirit is never totally ex 

or flene'd in us during this Life;-but temprs us hi, 
Gal:$..17, And that its Suggeſt; pro may appear man 
times | like-tho Motions: of God's it 3 «pretending 
Good Ends, the performing'ſome Duty OY 
or our Neighbour, our-adyancement in:Vertye, ertye, "ang : 
the. like {Thi the Effet of che fre of theſe pir 
Sanctifying: Grace, teceived-in” our Regeneration or 
Juſtification, 16. $54 its unfalion,” ordinarily-but a4: a 
Bewrocys I John 3. Se. i Pet. ts 23u" 'Mat; 13.431, 

_— 
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33. or ſpark, capable of a daily growth and- in- 
creaſe; and which, with the co-operation of our 
Free will, and further Aids, that are from time to 
time received from God, works'in us at-length a 
total Reformation, and Chriſtian Perfection; which, 
ſo many among the Regenerate as do attain, .are 
aid in a more ſpecial mannner to be Spiritual 
Perſons, and to. have the. Spirit of God: And in 
this ſenſe the Apoſtle writes to the Corinthians,-- 7, 


Brethren, could not ſpeak unto you as to Spiritual, but as to 


Carnal, and as to Bahes in Christ, 1 Cor. 3. 1. and 
| fo, ver. 3. For ye are yet Carnal, and Walk according 
' to Man : that 1s, ye are Babes only in Chriſt, and fo 
in ſome degree Carnal, and walking according to the 


natural Man ſtill, and not as yet entirely Spiritual, | 


' And' frequent mention we. find in the Scriptures of 


theſe ſeveral Degrees and Growths in a Regenerate - 


Condition.  ( It being God's Pleafure, that the New 


Man, as the Old, ſhould grow, by degrees, and not be 


made compleat. in us all at once.) Mention, I ſay, 


of ſome Babes and little ones; and to he fed as. yet. 
only with 241k: Of firong Meat, and W:ſd m, and 
JP 


oken 


higher Myſteries, only to be delivered to, and 


among#t, the Perfett. See Heb. 5.12, 13. 1 Pet. 2,2, 
1 Cor. 3. 1: 1, 2, 6. Of growing iu Grace, and re-- 
ceiving Increaſe from God, 2, Pet, 3. 18, Col. 2. 19. . 


Of the new Man being renewed day by day, 2 Cor. 4. 


16, Ofarriving to 4 perfett Man unto the meaſure of 
the Stature (or Age) of the Eulneſs of Chrift, Eph. 
4: 13. Ofthe Apoſtles labouring :0 preſent every one ... 
perfe& in Chriit Teſws, and that they might ſtand perfett, 
and full in all the Will of God, Col. 1. 28: 4.12, and; 


. 


of this Perfeftion ſtill containing in; it, higher, and |: 
higher degrees ; Nor as if I had already attained, {aith.. 
the Apoſtle, Phil, - os + ks, 247 SNIAE $5556 
my 4; Ys Lakes Though 
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' Though therefore by this Principle of a New Life; 
and the infuſion -of the habitual Grace of Charity, 
we are already tranſlated fromthe tarmer be of 
corrupt” Nature to'a Divine being -qf'S 
Grace, freed, at the firſt, from the'former ſtate "of 
Mortal'Sin, and fromthe Slavery and'Captivity we 
ſiffered under its Dominion; yet hath'not this Spirit, . 
as yet attained ſuch'aſoveraign Empire-and Maltery' 
over the 'importunate Solicitations of Concups/cence, 
and the-atural Inclinations of our Will and Aﬀetti- 
ons, as that we do not {till fall frequently into inany- 
leſſer, and thoſe calld Yeral Sins 5 ot-at leaſt, as.to 
Aftions that are not ſinfu}, but in their nature in- 
different, or lawful, that we do not; for” the mott 
part, {till proſecute thoſe-that are more grateful, or. 
advantageous: to'our preſent Carnal deſires, 'and. our. 
Senſual'ar ſecular defigns:, Though ſuch Aftions are 
no way expedient for tis, nor acceptable to the Holy 
Spirit; m which now we live ;; nor doconduice to our. 
ord#th\ in Grace, bur are great hinderances thereof ;, 
and though thete AQs,-contained indeed within. the - 
| compaſs of lawful, yet often expoſe us to Occaſions of - 
S$:n,” "Now, ſo long as we ſtay here; and-advance no © 
further, we appear but as Infants, and Babes in Grace, , 
it having not as yet obtained its perfeft Reign in ys, 
either oyer 'our Concaps/cence, which carries ts {till, 
| Into frequeſit- venial Sins ; or over -our Nature and. 
4; W:2, which carries” us, in other matters lawful, to... 
thole ſ2risfying. our amr! Condition.” But, when . 
Wwe are come to have poreſfarem voluntatic noſtre, as St,” 
" Paulexprefſeth it, 1 Cor., 7. 37. come once to. at 
icldom according to ggdynua' ongrde, Concupilſcence, to S. 
fall-)dom-*into Venial/ Sin, eſpecially with adver=: _ 
tency. and nnſurpriſed}; *and*the Holy. Spirit to have: _ 
a more abſolute power over Serſe, Reaſon, our own 
- -FETorl | Will, 
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Wl, Propricty, and Selſ-love, as totheſe things lawful, 
but not expedieft z when come. tO. St; Paul's 
omnia mi ticont, fed ego ſub nullns retigar poreſt exe; 
t Cor. 6. 12 4gand to his 'corpas in ſerviters redipo, 
t- Cor. 9. 27. and. to. at: more. canftautly/ ac- 
cording to the: Spirit, moving *now. - more per- 
cepiibly jn vs, and giving the-Law'to us, when'Grace 
is, as to theſe gon-expedients, alſo predominant, ant 
ſole Miſtreſs ; ordering all things C without onr _ 
luctance, ecelle Wihour waltooiogeate om 
Praiſe, Honour © A oy O g 
quan Lopayann Hay ſo far as it is. ding 
by this his Spirit, then are me arrived; to a: 


leat Han in Chrift, to aftate of: Perfeltion, 


toi 
fuch as this Life attains: bat tw there 
are that do not, by their. own-diforders, die in their 


- Spiritual Youth, before they come to fuch a mature 
As therefore, in our Regeneration, a Man @ 


removed from theſtate of Sin imto the (tare of Grace ; JE 
ſo the Church deſires in that which is-called (front 


forme high Myſteries it ſpeaks of as to the 


Effetts of this Grace) Myſtical: Theology, to advance 


thoſe, already in the ſtare _ Grace, to that of Per. 
fettion ;, and -from the Spirit Dwelling, to -it more 
abſolutely Reigning in ns, which finds fo many great 
Rewards, not only in the next, but this prefene 


Life. F. 19. 


- 2. We muſt know therefore, That toſfoch end this , 


Holy Spirit received in-our Regeneration: mr 
and worketh'in us, not only as to affordin ie 

to all good- Chriſtians. that ferioufly eros 
ſave their Souls, ſuch internal Hleminations and m_ 


$5. are ſufficient ro dire&thenr for the.re/iſfting:of any. 


ID or to;perfornt any aecrfſary act of 
Vero, cltances wherein: chey are Sigua 


known tous 


4 — OC OO — 


-. @r ' mn@AT aw imHS.c.ST7 tm =... co Coco 


wud yu WY, Xo, Weg TT hs OS 


_ ſowhea itis lawful for us, without 


_ vs andaſlifts gs, Hot'only ar + que eb gong 


| Perfettion 1 
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it ; but alſo, in affording us Light and Ability in al 


Ry ent Adions and Occhrrences, (with whidt ' 


wn. eee ned all the ARs of erg Vertnes; 

when nomeceliy ob ligeth us to do' them "6nd 
, 0 — or omit 

thexh ) whereby we are to makeſach a Choice, 

as is more conformable t6 God's Will, and, 

cular Circumſtatices confidered; may much more ds 


vance us in the Love. of God, 'and Chriſtian Perfe< 


Qion, antl Whered vie tnay avoid fuch dther of them 

as nay be either by corrupt Natnre, or the 
evel Spirse,, undet pretence alſo of Thwe Good-End, 
but to Acer 2 Brreer, For the Holy Syzrir" excites 


obligation, rn the av 
S RS þ wp op aw fre 
nalty of Sin; ber in all theſe AQtralſos, that may ve 


way tend more td God's Glory, or to' our: greater 
'Thowgh theſe. de ſ#ch as Wemay without 


finning Quiſe br refafe. ' 


"For in this may Yay, - that the Haly Spirit in os ” 


lke to-Concupiſcenre in vs; the one continually ex 
cning as anto that which * Fetter, as the other tothar 


which is Worſe. See the Apoities deſcription Jok. 


theſe two -intmares, Rom.8. 1.-&c, ahd Gal.” $1146; 
17,78, where-he ith, V7. that Spiritus contupiſecl 


atverſus Carnim, & Caro aduerſns Spiritun-- and that, 


ſobi -thvicem athverſamtur. "And »bid;' v.18." as alſo 
Rom, V.-144 [Phat thoſe who are God's Children, ot 
Regenerate, aguntur Spiritn, are atted by rhe- Spins 
Kt gnides us into Truth, Jo.'16.'x 3." brings things for- 
gotten. to:our 


= 


Remembronce,' Jo. 1 4.26, gives X now - 
no -and Argoitients to one,” AF. 5. 2 Drrnons 


an Bos ©.%, To eur Wim, or'a-g: 


f 


. 
a 


v 
- 
, f 
. 
a » - # ” . 
< Tix * : . - =" mY 6 "T4 
< of 4 = % 
v< a *- - 3 FL. 5 ml 
CO oy. $07, 4 OE RIPE arr © 5 NY POO IP YT NERO EDIT __ 4 ; l , 


"48 Notes and Obſervations 

1 Cor. 1. 5: 12. 8, 9,.28. Prudence in 'Governiny: 
In executing anothers Commands, Rom. 12. 6,. 7. 
'To another Courage, and Boldneſs, AQt. 4. 29,-31, 
It opens Mens Underſtendings and: Hearts, and renders 
them docile, and apt to believe, 'Zuk. 24. 8. AF. 
16. 14. Eph. 1. 18. What is there that is not done 
in us by this Holy Spirit; when weare employed about 
any thing that tends to the Glorifying of God, rhe 
_ Father, or the Son ? $0 1s our regenerate Life wholly 
© managed by this Spzr:t,.as the Natural is by the Soxd ; 
and, if not obſtructed, works in us a'continual growth 
77. Grace, till we come to'a perfett Man in Chriſt, 
2 Pet. 3. 18. * Eph. 4. 13. Therefore the Apoſtle 
exhorts his Converts, Gal. 5. 25. that as they live. 
' (their new Life') in, or by, the Spirit,” fo they would 
walkin it, (according to its dire&ions:.) And that 
- "they would mind or affett the things of the Spirit, (or 
the things it minds them of; ) Becauſe,” 9 gpbrnwa 7 

" ezex35, Within them is Dearth in the-end;* but 'the 
 'gebvnua 7s mrivud)©,' within them: is Life and Peace 
'to them : Exhorts them alſo, Zph.-4. 30. with no | 
corrupt and fruitleſs Communication 'to-contriftate ior 
grieve this Spirit— Tim, 4. 14.' not to \neglett it.5- 
1 Cor, 15. 10. That zt ſhould not be void (or Idle") 
in them 1 Theſ. 5. 19. nt to quench it. 'Ephi, "5. 
18. To replemſh themſelves. with #2.” 'And 2 Tim.-1. 
'6.. continually to revive it-- - Rome. 12. IT. 'to- be 
fervent in it ;, without which the Apoltle faith, '2 Cor. | 
3. 5. we cannot think-a good Thought; and our Lord,. | 
90.15. 5: that we can do nothing. $. 20, ' 
©* 3. Theſe Aftions of the latter kind; /weare now | + 
Tpeaking of, that may be lawfully done, or omitted, | +4 
| the one or the 'other performed, withont'any" guilt | - 
.of Sin, are either-ſuch, as,"by the Evangelical Cond- 
'{els; 'and the diftate of reatified* Reaſon, * dr 
7 23 , 20 diſcerned |. 


'not to 4.Sin, . but to'a- 


to it, and It; to:them, Þ 


would be in-pro IT ng IE 25, Al ws E 


Pw. cow < a oo. TIER. OO WE WB OR > FS YY. Va  . CT 


to diſcen qnſpiratians FI 


: diſcerned by vs; the one to be berrer, and more to 


lead to Chriſtian Perfeftion than the other;, or ſuch, 
where we have ſome. doubr of theſe. two Adions, 
good or-lawful, which is the better, : or more © 

dient. + In -the former of theſe we may fafely con- 
clude, that that which is manfe#t to us to be the 


better, as to our Perfe&ion, is the motion in us of the * 


Holy Spirit : and that the doing it, is the. doing the 
Will of G God i in this matter ; and that-ſo often as we 


reject or neglect this; 16 often we contriſtate the Spirit, 


that would: thus dias to PerfeQtion, ) an Te- 
fuſe- to. do God's. Wall, when | this is. known to vs; 
whoſe Will it. ought: always to be preſumed to 'be, 
that we ſhould do that which.is clear t6 1is,; all Pi 
conſidered, to-be beſt, for his Glory, and our 
to be done ; ; though ſuc'omiſſion-or negle& amounts 
Failing fo muth-in Perfedtion. . 
| And indeed: the- not "vigilantly obEeving theſe 2- _ 
tions of the F piric within us; and the not eakenng 
to and obeying; them +5; evident to be ſuch, 
the [not preconſulting :b y- Prayer what: it Gy oral 
but, rather precipitating our Attion to prevent it, is- 
the logo ' man F, ps ENT, = F 
"ment 1n irit, andythat are 1u 
: a check to the further and 
onger-operatiansof it in the Soul; ( for, Who | 
. would offer;Counſel, ſeldom or never accepted, or 
aked ?.). aber gho Frepon. and Solace that ther 
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that thou doF# neither deſire bim when abſent, nor glorifie 
"him when preſent. | 
+ But in the latter AXQtions, wherein we have ſome 
'cauſe of doubt, "which is beſt, and yet wherein the 
\making a good choice may be 'exceed ingly. beneficial 
to us ( according to the variety of our Temper and | 
Condition ) to the better ordering of our Life and 
oor Service of 62a, ſuch Illumination, and Direftion of 
Hogs x be] or. alſo a tlear diſcerning thereof, "is 
oF Ity by much Pprity of Converſation, 
and Abſtrattion £2 Eo Worldly things ; by frequent 
RecolletHion, and Introverſion, and attendance on God, 
inthe perſia ecteſt Prattice'of Prayer we can attain to.For 
God bath racioully declared fo us in the Scriptures; 
\That the effetual Prayer of 4 #-&/2% man .( as that 
"of Elias) availeth ch. Jam. 5. 17. That: ue beareth 
"wor: Sinners, but. if any one be 4 Worlnaper of his, and 
*aloth bs Will; ' him he heareth, Jo. 9. 31. That al! things 
whatſoever we ſhall ask in Prayer, (that is,: fuch Per- 
Jn) not doubting, but believing, we ſhall. receive thens, 
21. 22. Mar. 11.:23. "1 if we abide in Chriſt, 
»and he in ws, ark what we wil, and it ſhall be done unto 
Wi T5. 7. (becauſe ings ſuch ask by the-Spirit 
If , who. liveth in and ſo 'ask. according 
b. keep his Commandments 
"and do what is pleaſing 3 in Gol t, what-ever we 4s 
"we receive of him,, I Jo. 3. Hg \That if we ack any 
Shing 4 according to his Will be careth , ( and grants 


E- b -our requeſt a ap Jo. 5. 14. - that Singh.” we know not 


fire, RO Abdel br, Rom. 8. 
VE Hoe 


+" ho ne 


fo diferttt yriſprnriets 


V,- ” 


* according to Gods Will ; and that Cod Howes! 
. 5ts find, (thouph not .ex preſſed. in; Words )-am 
*Franteth' its requeſts: that th the pkg E Sp onde Forks; 
"the fda thine 3 of God, ( and _ his Wil 
nf gt ovbaeh theni to us; that natutal Reaſohii 1 is-H 
able to þ wow them, but they many times ſeeth 
- Fooliſtneſs to it: but the things of rhe Spirit, aft 
bY cerned LY by the a £9. be 1 woken 2, 10, &6. 


forts of Kenny coeernſng i the ig of 
and any things that are 18 theit nature in 
aid lawfal z and of his $ it Le 
do in theſn What is 
"ing thoſe to us which ſay eg herein 
God heareth, ajd gragiteth the er dp Wy SHLaik: 
much ſooner than of others, "I | MESS: 
I fay then, fince God. in-the SY ares hath de- 
; Promiles, tha 


"ſe things, and made | 
he will not defly what we a3K according £6. bis 
we imby rationally pfeſtinie and be piouſly c 
that he will graft out Ri Ss when tt 
now his W30, that Trans pee that Which is a 
tit; and we my 1H xake that for h 
"which, ufter Mick Addreſes, and other due P 
rations made, we firall find or ſelyes givrs [trot So 
inclined ; 26d alfo take ſuch Indipation, to pieced 

from the Operation of God's Spirit, either iMnity- | 
"nating ſorneti 0 Dea g, in, diſeverigg- 
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in the Will, ſo ſmayed without any preceeding Reg-. } 
Jons, or diſcourſe: of the Intelle& preſented (to) it; . 
Or ſometimes: cauſing an extraordinary Tranquility, 
Conſolation, and Satisfaftion to accompany ſuch our 
*EleQtion; ( According to the Rule of Abbot 1/ane 
in Caſſiar, Collat. 9.' c. 32. Cum orantes 30s nulls 
znterpellaverit haſitatio, ſs obtinuiſſe nos in ipſa orations 
efſuſtone, quod poſtimus, ſenſerimus, 101 ambigammus preces 
w0ftras ad Deum efficaciter perietraſſe ;' where note, that 
the Devil, or any Creature, cannot work ſo imme- 
_diately and intimately on our. Underſtanding and 
Will, as God's Spirit-doth z but by the vſe of Phan- 
taſms, or Images; -of the Spirits, Humours, &c.)) 
Or, where no ſuch preponderation to any fide is per- 
_ ceived in the Soul, then we may preſume this to -be 
his Will, that; making uſe of our beſt Reaſon, or 
- others Advice, without gny Solicitude;we take either 
fide. SOE20 *. "v0 g Fc , 
_ * Now, ip the diſcerning of theſe Divine Illuminations 
and JTnſpirations, from Enthuſtaſms ;, or the 'dotions 
of the Good, from thoſe of our 'own, or a' Bad Spirir, 
In theſe matters; as *any/ one hath attained to a 


__  Ereater Perfe&ion in Prayer, and Mortification and - 


- Purity of Life, they attain hereby a greater meaſure 

- of God's Spirit, and hence' its 1llominations.and In- 

: fpirings in them are alſo much greater and ſtronger, 
and more intimately- effeftive on the Soul, than-any 
other Motions, from whenceſoever they come, can 

: be; and ſo allo theſe become more evident to ſuch, 

_ + And many times are 1b clearly: diſcerned: by them, 
: from the Supernatural impreſſipn they .make upon _ 
' the Soul, as-that- it cannot-reſiſt,disbelieve, or any. 

. - Way doubt of them, that they: are Supernatural arid 
: Divine. -' So 'St.. Auſtin relates of: his Mother Monica, 

; Fhat ſhe clearly knery ſuch Supernatural angus hex 
PE” Ser ibs a has a 264 
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frotit her own Imaginations 3 Dicebat enim, diſcernere G ” 
neſcio' quo ſapore, quem verbis explicare non'poterat, quid 
zntereſſet inter revelantem Te, & animam ſuam ſomnan- 
7m, Confeſl. 1. 6. c. 13. © For ſhe ſaid, ſhe did diſcern, 
by 1 know not what Sawour, which ſhe could not explain 
mn words, what difference there 1s between Thee revealing, - 
and her own Soul dreaming. And indeed, if ſuch in- 
terior Divine Operations' were [not ſometimes Cer- - 
tainly diſcertable, hotv | could St. Pal be aſfured; 
when he ititended to Preach the Word in Aſia, and” 
again 'in Bichynia, (Ca moſt Charitable deſign! ) that. 
the Spire forbad it; and not rather the Eneny of 
the publiſhing of the Goſpel?. AF. 16. 6, 7. or; 
' That it was by Revelation, and not a Fancy of his, 
that he aſcended to Jeruſalem,” Gal. 2. 2.07, That - 
It was the Holy Spirit that reſtified, and not; Mens 
Fears, that much Afiiftion ſhould happen to him ' 
, there ?' A. 20. 23: How the Cormthians knew, - 
when they had a Revelation, that'it was not a work 
of 'their own Imagination ? ſince all theſe things 
were tranſacted only interiourly in the Soul, and-1t 
_ was the: Holy Spirit only,/that in all theſe 'gave the 

'Evidence to it ſelf. A certain Aſſurance then, it 
catinot be denyed, that ſome at ſometimes may.have 
of 'Divine' Operations: in! thetn. - But. - yet it, 15 *not 
affirmed here, that all- Perſons, lels. advanced un 
Prayer, and: Purity of Life, or alſo the greateſt .Sainfs 
at all--times, diſcern the Operations: of the Holy - 
Spirit: within them ſo cfearly tm this fort: of Aﬀtions, 
as' not to be ſometimes miſtaken; and it 1s ſufficient, ; 
that Perſons piouſly, diſpaſed, and frequent in Prayer, - 
may have a rational preſumption: of xt, as hath been - = 
faid:-+ Neither © is any; ;more communicated, unto- - 
them; perhaps, - for -the. better preſerying' of; their - 
Humulity. - Ad that 20 abſolute Gertitags is lexeure 
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to be expedted, is a thing often confeſſed by Sauts 

Sophia. Sce x Val. P- 139+ and Pp. 137, S. 23- 
4 But in caſe. ſuch Divige ER be 

P'R St miſtaken, yet can na = ds there- 

as to committ $3 hy 


EF of them we ſpeak 


Sexe Serine L Yor P. 143. 2. Na Command of 


theſe any way neglefted,.. 3. No Ne - 
[oh tees belides uſing Prayer, Ss prattiling any. other | 


gs 6 ecure Choice, either is weigl 
Rea < on all fades, or taking, Advice from 0 
Only the deyaut Soul, in uſing theſe endea cavoury, ye 


Spirit, workin continually i in wo ener ate, 
both ap Bon and ſy nt, Gs [ok 
' YO - ſudden Reſolutions, nor 1 UPOT 
ftion ; but diligently hearkens f firſt ths 
" wha it- may tell-her 'is beſt; de FT 
fully, all natural Paſſions and Selfove pe to 
correſpond with all its Motions 
ſervers of which, with a pure {eBay a_— {Oh 
Gogh be Any preſumed Teldomy to wailt' them 
0 not-ſo certainly know them and 
io Ni ek Perſons, if not ' free” always fron 
yet -are- ſecure - in this NN o orig 
om entertaining an afiaſm ;, 
Or- he of a$\any other Perſon” (except b by Doris In- 
). cats either-cenſure or diſcover. $. 24. 
”: #kre the Author jucts-Agbooges to awother Diſcourſe, which 
| 0s A) for this than pertinent to 
fe S, of RE, Divinity, ## may. be: both proper 
this Pape adpr nſeful =" 4 0 Ny drums 
People; to tt ie kt is of bs 


L "Dire reflion ons 


WA J: Ts ] 
themſelves. bi ferent, and On any rs beg Marr See 2. 


relies not on them, but on. the Dir exions of o's | 


Doren oiven by $ pita 
Writers concerning Trane 
and Devotion. 


% 
- 


» 4 AY 90 
Lo - 5 ww 


F; RST for Properais far Prayer, FERC - 
(1. ). to: a ſcrigqus Endeavour at . af om 
keep their Conſcience clear from al Sin, ev , 
as much as Humane vers er, winon, 05 Gp 
of ayoiding the Occaſions | | 


Endeayours our Devotions cannot. be SID my 


God, as to the receiving from him. any rFEnns 
of his Grace : And (.2.) at tithes 
Abſtraction: from all: Secular Buſineſs, | 
of the Mind and Thonghts _—— > —_—_— UFes,.-4 
all Objefts of the Exterior Senſes,..; | 
And ther to begin at. firft with Forms for al cs 
cafions of - Focal: Prayer, where Novices, ſaith bes 
degin; and which: the. moſt periſh alſo. frequently 
refutn.te. $24 75 hf 945. OT hc EG | 
| From / theſe they are led on to Mental Proyery 
in which the Ceffation -from Extetnal: Aﬀais —_ 
ders, te-lapgns attent aods a_—_ 


EEE or ne ommended, 

chiefly touching our own; Milery My IEeTIeS20T | 

our FTI and the Divine Perfedtons, 3 I. - Of 
Beti'h D 4 * their 
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their Natural Condition, 'the Heinouſneſs, of Sin, 
the Divine Juſtice, the bitter Paſſion of our Lord: 
in Satisfaction for Sin, the Terrors of Death, Judg- 
ment, and Hell, to plant. in them the-Due. Fear of 


God, and advance in them all forts of Mortificatian: - | 


and: Purification from all Habits of .Sin., -2,.,Of the. 
Life of our Lord, and the Lives of his Saints, for: 
Imitation and Growth in; Vertue. And, 3; of the 
Divine Perfe&ions and Benefits, both received: and 
promiſed; of the Graces .and Operations of the 
loly Ghoſt in us, and the Abilities for doing Good 
and pleaſing God reſtored to Man. by it, it atten- 
tively obſerved and obeyed ; to:advance them in-all 
Spiritual Grace and Chriſtian PerfeCtion, 'and to 
enkindle in them an ardent Zove of God ; the Ac- 
' Eniſition of which Love, and not of. X»owledge, being 
ney deſigned in them. - > 26,. 0s 
When by the Practice of theſe Meditations they 
are well prepared, they are directed, by laying more 
aſide their former Reafonings and Diſcourſings of the 
Brain, (with the frequent ſtroaks of which they have . 
' already kindled this Fire in the Heart ) how to ex- 
erciſe theſe Aﬀections now, in that Leſſon of Loving . 
God with all the Heart, and all the Soul, and all the Mind, 
and all the Strength, Luke 10. 27. ' In a more firmple | 
and quiet Intuition and Contemplation, Adver- 
tency and Admiration of the Divine Beauty, and - 
Perfections; and in more fervent and amorous 
Colloquies with God; in 'Praiſing, Thanking, So- 
Jacing her ſelf with him, whilſt ſhe caſts her eye _ 

uport his infinite Mercies pa$# and promiſed ; in ma- 
ny Reſolutions. for the future to, ſerve him; better, 
and no more ſo te grieve and offend him ; in-offer- 
ing all ſhe hath, ſhe can do, or ſuffer, to his. Service; 
and in putting her ſelf in a poſture, of —_— and 
SO : tten- 


Direttions:coticerning Prayer: 'Þ 


Attention, to hear what he may be pleaſed to ſpeak 
toand in 'her: Bee to: her, not So. in Guidin Ing 


©2045 > 


tio ; in which ſhe alſo 4: tobe tnffrodted ns Fe 
that ſhe may ſtill chaſe 'and _, that which ma ET 
_ pleaſe him, and wherein his' Holy Will may more. 
 perfetly accompliſhed. C. 27. 
Which As of Love, when once to a competent: 
degree facilitated in us, as they fill the Soul with 
great Conſolations, {0 they Be! fy 


gly \ help to ad-. 
vance it'in all Chriſtian Duties and Y ertues, For 


Love will not. be idle, and works in' us now . with 


much more Fidelity and Alacrity, as doing -all th 


not; out. of Fear, but AﬀeCtion; and. not to. obey, | $ 


but pleaſe her Beloved, and gain 1 from him alſo a 
reciprocat Love. And when a rs Sour” is arrived ſo. 
far, through the conſtarit Exerciſe and Cuſtom of, . 
Prayer, and other Morrifications neceſſary to it, that... 


theſe Atts of Love, and of theW:l, (of which there. 
_ are many ſeveral Degrees ſurpaſſing one another ) ; 


are rendered eaſie and frequent, and upon eve! 


Occaſion ſpeedily reſumed, without. any or much 4 
preceedent meditation ; which A+ before were diffi- 
cult and rare: ” Arid when the Soul, by reaſon of the 


Dor, Sweetneſs' ſhe finds in: this latter ,.af-..: 
eftive Mediration, as I thay call it, returns not. to... 


' the former inventive Meditation without ſome Tee... 
| luftance; this is the firſt 'Entrance into that which, ,, 


is ſtiled a Srare of Perfettion, ſuch as Humane Ind: 
ſry! attains'; ' namely, wherein the Will aflif 


with Grace excites it. Tf to theſe 45 of Love, an 3 
ſomple Contemplation.” Of "which. Practice. thus Ste... 
Ber, 'De- interiori'' Domo, Go 14. | fan 0-0 | 


—— 


4 


53 Direitions concerning Pzayer. I 
aſcendiſti, jam ad cor tunm rediifts, & ihi fare didiciſt; x" 
Ku wo Fog tb;; Diſce rar & | 02/ oa r * BY 
cere ;, & qualicung we mentis jy ng abſtraltyu fucrity: 
jc emer redire feſtina. Abſque dubio per multin: 
aogne ribs. vertetur in obleflamentum in tantian' 
ut rs wy ulti laboris difficultate poſſis ibi afſiduns eſſe 
Min in50 Porna potins tibi fit abbiquam ibi moratt aliquamt* 
ici **Thov haſt now perkgs aſcended; thou haſt: 
& now returned. to thy Heart; and haſt learned to: 
& ſtand there: Nor let this ſuffice thee: Learn to 
© dwell, learn to make thy abode ( there.) And 
6 with whatever Wandering of Mind thau' ſhalt be: 
* withdrawn, make haſte always to return thither. 
4 Without doubt by.much uſe it will at one tinie or 
« other-be turned to Delight to thee, infomuch, that. | 
< without. any taborfous Difficulty thon tnay'ſt 'be 
& there continually ;/ yea, Tather it will” be  Pain*to 
GS thee to make -any hey any 'where. elſe tha 
< there. Thus He; yet isthe Soul not diteQed here 
to remain idle, ſtupid, or 'unaftive, but: to retarn 
to its wonted Meditations; | and if neither. ficly 
diſpoſed for theſe, to Yocat and ſee Forms of Pr er $ 
or alſo to Reading, when the Sweetneſs pe ct ous 
templation ceaſerh. C.' 28. | 
out. Souls advanced hitherto are directed and 
voked to yet much. kak _ and we prog their | 
ntinued Devotions to ey rthet Fruition 
of _ Obje&, which 
for their xEncouragement, is declared to 
them, joey Perſons experienced therein, the many 
rich Rewards of Prayer ;, the Supernatural. Elevations 
—__ irplectel to advance On _ to, -_ 
been much practiſed in this Holy-Exer 
the more free 6 familiar Manifeſtations of ani 
that he makes to them in ſeveral m— 
| OTC 3 3 
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before wherein the Soul doth not now aft ſo much,» 


as, in a great Quietnefs, Silence, and reſt of its fors: 
mer natural Operations, is more immediately moved” 
and a#ed by a'more (pocia Preſence" of: God in it 
who pond hah with the Touches and Influences of. 
ap extraordinary Grace doth illuminate, inflame, 
and- raviſh the Soul, and cauſeth in it. an ineftable 
and tranſportin Porring, Pole in- Contenplatin 

is ſhewed to it of th e Reauty and P Prong : 
canis in jt tf a moſt ardent Love, and this , 
Superna naturally infuſed ; when atfo are communicated” 


to it many times Eceleftial - Secrets, and Divine 
 Myſterk "and future : Erent 


by internal Words 


it with a great uvility, 
Ceſſation of the & ws: gy of its Faculties, Senff- 
tive or InelleRrual : Nor ſeems it in its awn _ 
whilſt it hath. theſe Tonches, but both doth "and 
hiak, only what his Divine Majeſty 
: this only {> tong as be -pleaferh. 
Nor can any " of theſe things by any Artqr Induſt 
of the Soul be attainedor procured when. ſhe wil, 
but. all is Supernatural, and as well above the Ope- 
rations of common Grace in us, as of Reaſon: In which 
he or and Extraordinary Divine Impreſſions 
the 'Soul, the "Exper Raced: alſo obſerve: twa 
of Motiogs in it: v4 intimate Rerreat 


6 and Recolleion of the Sout *frogk "LIGmot Objects, 


25 it were-into ſome interior patt of it ſelf, remoy 
For: the T houghts or:'Remembrace of" Creatures 
or Worldly' things; which is'ofteg joyned'with'a - 
Retiring alſo of the: Vital Spirits, - more ' or * leſs, 
from the outward parts:of the Body left ſometim 
itſuch Recalleftion without Senſe, Motion, or He 
mn AE & Senfiorg Corparss, 5, x Cl 


60 Direffions concermng Pzayper. 

Pſal. 67.) calls it, nt Spiritus quod - demonſtrandunm + 
et demonſtretur. Such perhaps was that ,Extaſie 'of 
St. John, when he is faid' to_ have been*'in the 
Spirit, Rev. 1. 10. Or, 2. an Elevation, Rapt, or ' 
Flight of the Soul. as it were above it ſelf, and as 
if it were to depart preſently out of the Body, 
and the Perſon to. ſuffer a preſent Diſſolution; 
Avolatio Mentts, as S. Bernard expreſſeth it.” Such 
' ſeems that of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 12. &. 29; 
Theſe things are not handled as Rules of ' Devotion, 
but as a Reward of it; and as things only in God? 


not our Power. Yet are theſe Rich Gifts of God | - 


and Preguſfations of the State in the World to 
come recommended to ſignifie the many noble Effets 
and powerful: Influences, .which ſuch. Favours . have 
upon thoſe who receive them, as to the completing; 
them in-all Chriſtian Perfection ; that :is,:in, the 
et Love of God; all theſe Divine: InaQtions' 
tending ſtill to a clearer Manifeſtation of God to: 
the Soul, and ſo to the: wounding it more deep! 
with the Love and -Longing after him, and after” 
the Suffering and Doing any thing with all Alactity 


for him ; and the Graces that are received diſpoſing: | 


us ſtill to others higher, if the Soul correſpond to- 
them as ſhe ought. If 7 perſevere ( faith 'S. Bernard 


(in Cart. Serm. 69.) ſpeaking of theſe Favours ) - 
. fo correſpond to this Condeſcention, as much as I can, with - 
meet Aﬀettions and Afions, aud the Grace of God. be: 
not in vain in me, the Father aid the Son will ever- 


make their Abode with me. . - 


'We are alſo told, That, though upon no' Prepa- 
rations and- Prediſpoſitions in us, whatever fach” 


Favours do neceſſarily follow, yet without theſe God 


doth not uſually grant them: That 'AQive"Con-" 
templation is the ready way to Paſſive; NE! | 
ke hougle | 


om ax: US: >»; Cort ho” 


- . dertaken for it. © 1 +1 
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' though in, the higher degrees of them they are but 
rare, 'and given to few, yet in ſome inferior degree - 
they are.:communicated.to many : -:and- however, 
That an Active Contemplation and Fruition:of  Gad 
by. Love; ( ſpoken of before) and: the; Great: Ad- 
\ yancement an all .Chraſtian. Vertue; gai/d thereby; 
. (if we be admitted to no higher things; of which 
trae Humility always eſteems .its ſelf unworthy) is 
_ a ſufficient, Recompence in this World for any Pains 
- of ours in Purging of our. Life, and-cloſe Atten- 
' dance on God in Sohtude and Prayer, which: is. un- 


Laſtly, ſince ſuch Chriftian PerfeCtion chiefly con= 
tains: in, and depends: upon- the: Exerciſe -of the: 
 Aﬀedtive part of the Soul, and: not-on high Know- 

ledge -or Speculation,.'therefore it+is recommended - 
as attainable hy all Sexes-and Conditions, and all are; 
equally. encouraged in [the Proſecution of: it... For: 
tve Grace of Contemplation, - as S. Gregory. obſerves, 
in Ezck, hom. 17. #5 n0t given to the bigh, and not given. 
. to the low:;, but this do: often the highe3t,, and often. the 
lomeft ;, more often thoſe : who. are remote, that us, from” 

Worldly Cares, but ſometimes thoſe who gre in. a Married 
. State, regeive.. $..:30," 31... - fend 04 13 ”- 
' Adore of this he hath afterward, which I ſhall here' . _ 
and, as; fallopeth: tt no oct ons Ie ag 3 
| - the Steps, in-order. to the higheſt. State of Per-: 
fetion, which this Life. arrives to,\.mentioned -in-- 
Santta. Sophia, P- 32. 1.i;Fhe firſt; is the. way..of - 
External and Imaginary Exerciſes of Prayer; that-is;- 
uſing the- Diſcourſe: of the Underſtanding, and e- 
ditations, as alſo Yocal Prayer; then which Step, Sentta:: 
Sophiz obſerves, many -go-no- further, but: end their! 
days.1n-It ; that.1s, in fuch AMedirarions: is:taken'.pp'> 


. the moſt part of their Devotions. 2 @ 1: 5 151 193 
* +$+ - pa 54} rs + 49 & © "> 2 4 16 ' 
* PF. ., 3 4 4 ” & ; . 
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2, The ſecond Step is," 2it £xtroiſe- of the 
we) Affttions, which, after lobg- prattice, been 


& into continhal Aſpirations and Elevdriohs tlisre: | 
. The Third, 3s, Divine Hinftion, or the extra 


ordinary, and ſupernatural, atid mote ſenſible Opd 
rations of God's Spirit in the Soul, Wherelti Go 
ateth more than ſhe, and which are g6t in be 
power at all to procure ſooner, or retain longer! 
thaw God pleaſeth : of which much hath been 

re. 

4. After which uſually, in the Intervals of th it 
Cerleſtial Viſits, .do follow great Diſolations of Spi. 
rit, as the Experienced have deſcribed them; part 

ariſing fron the ſenſe of her Loſs, and an Moratieds 
lotiging after theſe Fayonrs, once taſted; a he tar 
out of a great nauſeating, and difretih that ſhe ha 
now of thoſe entertainmetits of the Creative, fro 


which ſhe formerly received forme Content.” Sill | 


we may imagin was that of the Prophet: David; w 
he faid ; Hen mibs, quia incolatus Mens prolong aur 

And Concupiſeit & deficit a#inia mea, in atria Dom, 
And after a Nor' movebor eternim; ( Pfal: wo 
an —_— faciem Fas & fattuw ſum COriturh Hi 


+" not only this; but God alſo ſometimes withs 


draws even from his greateſt Saints, and that for fom 
Jong duration of time , any ſenſible aſiſtance at all < 
his Grace, leaving the Soul as it were in its 
Re Ce ng 
n entity, Solitude,' an 
Heavineſs, diſguſted with all thing 9, the knows 


why; 


Duties Piety, arid-the' Service of | 


formerly, but without aty ſenſible comfort In = 
> 


>» © we a i Ys Fe | : 
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Direfions-toncerning Payer. 63 - 
Performance; Meditation, piration, Readliie, very 


difficult, ſterile, inſipid, and ing (ejthoue Frnde| | 
only forbearing-ker oberg to __ Sin, Vanity, or 


 Senſvality, and not ſeeking any ſecular Confolations. 


Much diſcouraged alſo -at fuch times niany are, in 
,that God hath ſo deſerted: them, 'for © 
Failings in their Duty, or for ſomething whereit 
they have offended his- Divine Majeſty, which doubles - 
this Anguiſh. -Or, if not this, at leaſt they 7 ſmog 
it to be cauſed by ſome great Indifpofition of 

(as it is granted ſometimes partly -it may ) ib 4 


ſome begin therefore to diſpenſe for a time with the 
| pla Exerciſes of their Devotioh, and other pious 


loyments. But notwithſtanding-many times = 
tek, th Oe poor: Soul is miſtaken; and this | 
rit-comes, withont any ſuch reſp 
Wy from the ſole Will of God; and-js 
dinary courſe of his proceeding with thoſe ws 


| Who are. by his former Graces Dell grounded, and 


arrived to. ſome degree: of Perfeftion, and is ſent 
enly. for. their much greater Advancement thetein, 
ad the rendripg-them-more capable. of higher' Ft+ 
2wrs ;; ee gs as ſuch, ; Pagnation, 
1..W ntmity, Patienc gnatio | 
and Conformity to. his Will. 3 - 
:Theſe Confalations and: Deſolation take, as it were, 
their certajn turns .in-them; as-they:do, itt 2 lefſet 
a ee, in al} the Regeneratez they have by courſe 
2-Day, and a Night; an Aſcent: towards God, 'and 
a. Delcent,, and ecatience into' themſelves; a Vive 
cation by and in-him, and a Mortification itt then- 
ves ; a Sommer; wherein the Bratches ſhoot forth, 
and. Fruit. comes to Maturity ;. and'a Winter when 
ft ogy and the Tree becontes more 
arely fixe | To: alt God's: Children do theſe Vi- 


Ciſlitudes 


: 64 Direltions concerning Pzayer: 
 rillitudes: happen ; but theſe in a higher degree to 
the further advanced i in PerfeCtion ; and the greateſt 


| _ theſe Wlagriy propprtioped 0 one to. the other: | 
= IE Pur- 


to know it A and all other. fete 5:45 
own Nathingnel - and. to:be-moſt. © Rags 
and cleanſed from all Self-lovg an Propricty'« J w- 

/ herein it is FO oſt eſpecially taught - nok greeſcere. in 
 donis Des, ſed in Deo; -. and. Adarare Dewum mm Spirity 
& Peritate, as in | Devay me : and-Exercere ſe ad 

| Peumin adverſis, ſt I, "e woſperss The fa Taking Gul, 

. and Suavity,. IO { lations, . even... in. Spiritual | 
things, being one of $20 lmpericQions,: fince theſe 
are not God himſelf. Herein. it .is, that the'$qul. is 
preſerved -amidft ſuch Diving Favours, . which are | 

apt to inflate it, in a due and: neceſſary Humility; | -. 


_ Soo, Satane lf Yet Ne marnins Revelatio- 


bt np p01 bs 
a its ow! LOYG Ap .C 
” wvenitn aajuvalt f | 
Dons - has, nnd From Fl grande be 
- St. Gregory, Moral. 1. 20. 6 19.) , Perſeverance 
and Loyalty are ef] ly dulcerned,. in, keepi 
<onſtang i ig-the Service. ohm, whea .deprived 


> wW- * oy NR VF. *”w» R8wwoic9g; <<, 
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#1 Confolation in it ;- avoiding aiiy application to 


the Comforts of the Creature, when 'hath thus | | 


as it were diſmiſſed, and' caſt it off: But reſigning 


it ſelf}, and lovin its Miſery for his Sake, and be- 


cauſe it is his Wiz that it ſhould be ſo.- 'An Exer- 


= wherein our Lotd himſelf was: pleaſed to- be 


tried, (that he might become a nterciful High Prieſt 


before God, and he oc wa mentally )' that” he 
compaſſionate orit 1 rmities inthe ner Fr 


he underwent in the Garden, the Night before his 


- Paſſion, Heb. 4. 15: 2. 17. Where, 'Cepit pavere & © 
 tedere, "ich the Evan angeliſt, Mere. 26. 37, 38. And 


that ſad'Expreſſion cle om him, Triſts eit anime = 
mea uſque ' ad mortem : T, here, and watch with me | 
Mark 14: 34: - Yet theſe Deſolations alſo, ina 


- thus far advanced in Grace, are not void 'of a mix- 
ture: of Joy and SatisfaRtion, that it hath always'in 


God's Will being performed in them; which-Wilt 
of God now, in whnries ns, is x conſtant Con- 


K x 3,an8 the Apo les Precept, 1 Thefſ. 5. 


pay is thus accom liſhed"1n 
s wall a his orate ſine intermiſſione ; and 
"Foo there cannot want Content, where 


- want == te] is rations with the Divine Will : - 
- Tori want "of which Conformity, is only from the 


of . RR that is againſt, his Will. 


Soom, Frith — or EE x 4. yg Crus * 

| FOE ear Mes but 1 in GED 
| the abſts ME Hens —_—_ fn 
inſt God, or ſeeking Comfort from"wny 


Exerciſes _-'F 


66 Direſtions' concerning P2ayer. 
Exerciſes of Piety, argues-alſo then a cloſe Union 
* of the Soul with God, -though not ſo ſenſible; and 
that when it thinks it ſelf fartheſt from him; it 'is- 
tn ſome ſort-neareſt to him.” Laſtly; by and 'bpon 
theſe Spiritual Deſolations ordinarily it-is, that the 
Soul afterward receives higher ſenſible Viſits, and 
Careſſes: from : God, then any former ' were; for 
which -the-Soul ſeems beſt-prepared by this her ex- 
tream Poverty and Lowneſs;-and then it 1s, if ever, 
the Soul receives them with -more Gratitude ; and 
both highlier values them; andvillifies its elf. - And 
it is God's ordinary way to exalt us in proportion” 
to our Hunulity, and to be Aajutor in alas 
as. in opportunitatibus, when alſo the Soul 1s more 
endeared unto him by her” Sufferings. ' All this I 
have faid, 'to ſhew that theſe Spiritual Deſolations 
(of which this Author Ironically faith, Then, when 
one. . would leaſt expe&t them, follow, &c.) are a 
neceſſary-part of the Way to Perfeftion;, and that the ' 
reſiſtance of ſuch- Preſſures when they come, or a 
non-compliance with them-in- ſhewing much Irre- 
ſignation and Impatience,\ in ſeeking to relieve ſuch 
Spiritual Deſertions with.ſome ſecular Contents, in- 
relaxing former Holy Praftices, and the like, dl- 
appoints the Soul of thoſe ' fotlowing 'Confolations; 
which: are: the proper Reward :of theſe Sufferings, - 
__ and diſturbs God's Work in her, and good 'Inten- - 
- tions toward: her ; and hinders her Growth (in Ver- © | 
tue;: by her retaining ſtill thoſe mperfettions, 'and ' F 
that .Self-love,, which theſe, rightly recerved,/-would: * JF 
have purged and mortified. This of the fourth Step © | 
to-Perfeftion,”- Deſolation, oo og oO 7 06 
_ 5; ThefFifth,/isa State more ſettied; conſtant, and " 
tranquil, : where neither -theſe Defolations/'are 1o-- 
frequent or neceſſary ; nor. thoſe-Celeltia} Viſits 1d '* 
. Violent, or ſo ſhort. 'S. 65. - To 


Direfjons/ concerning Payer. 67 
Fo theſe 1 ſhall add two-or three of his Anſwers, to 


Objettions and Cavils,” ſuch as I think mo$t-pertinent 
for Common: uſe : and fir#t, whereas upon” the fir# Sttp 


bx Adverſary deſcants thus: © A ſad Cafe to end our 
** daysas Chrift and his Apoſtles did, wha uſed this low 
* diſpenſation of Praying "ta: the laft, But; alas ! they 
* never . underſtood theſe Unions with God: in the Fund 


© of the Spirit; they:taught" Men a plain'ard intelligible 


** way of Serving God, and bid them look for Perfettion 

© ;z another World, Fothis he replies; + + + 
I ask, 'Did our Lordi and his Apoſtles:end' their 
_ days only, or chiefly, in the firſt Step here, that of 
Meditation,and Dijcurſive.or Vocal Prayer, and rever 
aſcend to- the-ſecond Step, exerciſing: more therein 
the Will -and Aﬀections: in Aſpirations, and Ele-' 
vations of the Soul -to God ? What think' weof 


the moſt exalted. Diſciple+ St. Jn every. where: ' 


diſcourſing 10 much of Zove ? /and:- of our 'dwelling, 


by Love, in; God,” and God-in us? 1 John 4.''16.- 


What of thoſe Precepts,. Pray without ceaſiag, 1 Thell. 


5. 17. 'Watch-and pray always, Lok. 21.36. And 
with all - Perſeverance therein? Eph. 6.18; Are 
theſe to be underſtood only of Facal and wiſcurſiver 
Prayer, the firſt Step; or not. rather-'of Effettive 


Prayer, the ſecond; ( according to that; . Qui ſemper 


defiderat ſemper ' orat; ): which: latter is! alſo- much- 


eaſier..to / be continued? i Again,  |What think we -- 
of. our Lord's ſpending ſo long time in Prayer, often. - 


mentioned - in the Goſpels? + Riſing: up a great while ' 


before day, for this purpoſe,” Mar. 1.) 35. Againy': 
retiring into the Wilderneſs, for a great vacancy..to itz : 
Luk. 5. 16. Before the day of the Eleftion'of his; 


twelve Apaſticy (the twelve - Foundations: of his 
Chorch):aſc 


þ 8 


h) aſcending into afolitary Mountain,and there: 1 
ſpending the whole Night in Prayer, Zxk6: 1 3. His: 
on Ts .E 3 -. aſcends.:; 


68 Direltions conterning prayer: 


aſcending again into another Mountain, "before he 


took his laſt” Journey to Jeruſalem, for the. accom- 
pliſhing of his Paſſion, taking three of his-Diſciples 


*Prayer; for it is ſaid, he deſcended -not fromthe 


"Hill till the next day + and that there-the three | 
Diſciples were 9 hep with Sleep, Luk. 9. 37, 32, | 
Ce 


In which Prayer t 


| y ſaw his Countenance changed, 
and an anticipated appearance of his Glory, ſuch as 


” 


he ſhall have when he comes to Judgment, 2+Per, 


x, 16: and an Apparition alſo O Moſes'and Elas, 


they by a ſupernatural Hlumination knowing *alfo 
who the Perſons were, arr. 16. 28. and his Di- 
ſciple Perer ip ſuch an Extatick Joy, as that he cryed 
out,, Bonmm et efſe hic, &c. Luk. 9. 33. not know- 
ing, faith the Evaneeliſt, what he faid:: : So,:-1n 
our Lord's being in Prayer, ' preſently* after Johz's 
Baptizing him happened the Viſion of the Heavens 
opened, the Holy Ghoſt: deſcending vpon him ing 
"Bodily ſhape like a Dove, ſeen by the'Baptiſt; Luk, 
3.21, 22. anda Voice from Heaven ſpeaking to 
him, as here, Thou art' my beloved Sor, Luk.'9. 35. 
And then a Rapt of the ſame Spirit that carried him 


- into the Delart ; where alſo we may rationally/ima- | 
in his time to have been wholly ſpent in Prayer and | 
Devotion, and'this in ſuch a degree, as'to-ſuſpend | 


- and ſupercede the ordinary Fun&tions of Nature, as 
'to Eating and Drinking ; and- in theſe' his Prayers 


the Tempter to have aſlaulted him. What-think | 


"we again of our Lord's Infremnit Spirit,” once and 
"again, in his Prayer to his' Father for the:Refur- 


"'reftion of ' Lazarus ? ' Joh. 11." 33; 38. of the raviſl- | 
Ing iy rn of his Love, *and tender Afﬀettion, | 


and Aſpirations after a perfe&t Union of all/his with 
: Him, and his Father, in his Prayer after his laſt, Sup- 


PET, 


| 


with him, where all the' Night again - was ſpent in | 


. 
FJ 
, vY 
IJ 
ag T 


V | ww ys wo ew yh = 's ws. 


& Blood nokires rages 
ts 0 f Rehgnation, d Conformity . to OG REAM of 
Extatical. Prayer, and his Vide ms on Simon. the Ta 
-in the Temple, 484. 22.17, Whilſt. 1 prayed, 1: = 


'S UTW _v CF IT. 0. 00 5» OP 


in the Devotions here mentioned, not aſcend at 
F0 that. which the 4/ticks .make. the ſecond $ 


--fes-3icy 4s magnry ev: 06, perf 
' 6, 40s: Everyone that is perfel L. be. 
- (that is, in Sufferings liks him... YT A 
bs | dowell to review this paſla 


can make 1t,-15- a l amture, _ moit.e 
. way pre face wy 4s Light (from: any I's. Foes 
Cit). ra-diſetrn,bis Will bn, all our, Ations ;- peaking 
. of ſuch as are igdifferent, and ſuch wherela neith 

— WE,/OT; ay others, have. any external ;gextain 


wered, | 
,.laſtly of his dare Teronlagn in the Gaz- 
few Mobaesod-ox h Pa 'N 


His Father, What. think we again of . St. Peter's 


ner's Houſe-top, 4 10.9. and again, St. Paw! 


jn an Extaſic, &c? Did our Lord and. xt A 


n, the Aſpirations and Elevations..of _ 


| Will and Aﬀections; but.only ſtay on the firſt Step? 
. and, Did they underfe and working of that. the Myſticks 
: Fall paſſive Unions with God ? bes Extaſies .and 
- Raptures, and their. being. in the Spirit, their; {am 
-$1ua7s, 2 Cor. 1.2, 44; and rernguei. fhaaunily, Rave, 
-$, 26; argue otherwiſe. But then are ?aſſrve Unions 


the obſcure and: unintelligible way of Serving God, That 


the Church teacheth [in her Rules of Devotion; or, 
the end rather-which her. plain and intelligible. way 


arenas Ha Len Ichere tor tn Keitire 
a this W World? t Cor..2.. 6. 


The repairing .to- Prayer, "i 


Oirritions concerning —_—Y ” I 


. 70 Direſſions concerning:Pzayer. 

all- Circumſtances conſidered, whereby we._may- be 
guided,” as we have in all ſuch other. Actions, the: 
Lawfulneſs of which is doubted of ; which'yet is not: 
ſaid, as if Prayer were the only means of our. dire-; 
&ion in theſe, ſo as to exclude the making uſe of. 


—_— 


either our own Reaſon, or other Mens Advice, as 1s; |. 


{aid before. _ F. 56. bo, 
This1s not making Enthuſiaſm, but Prayer, a'means\ 
to obtain the Illuminations of God's Spirit, to ſhew : 
us, 'in two things ſuggeſted to us, which. of them 
comes from It, or whuch' is more conformable to.: 
God's Will, that ſo we may follow and obey it :-; 
and, What a Chriſtian is he, that being doubtful, - 
eſpecially in two aſlairs of much concernment, which | 
to make choice of, doth not retire. to. his Prayers,/ | 
defiring God to dire& him in ſuch a particular, and.. 
promiſing to do that which he ſhall be pleaſed, by., 
any way, to ſignifie to him to be more conformable; 


to his Will, and more conducing , to Chriſtian Per... | 


fe&ion, (as certainly the one may be much more .. 
than the other, although both contained within the .; 
general bounds of Good, or indifferent?) - And. 
then, what 1lumination he Prays for, why. may not, .; 
he alſo expet? Again, Who is there, much. fre--;; 
wn Prayer, that doth not perceive- in. them; 
ome L1lluſtrations and Influences entring, and injected 


ai © fel © Whig, PP prpd ft bend Y $$ at pops nd _ 


Aeon A ., XmxzeoOTr 


a Pt 4 V« 


* Bape) hay gend® 


as it were into his Mind, without his own ppocure- 4, | 


ment, touching a more-perfe&t knowledge of him- 
ſelf: or the immenſe Love of God to: Mankind; 


or ſome acceptable Service , he, may do. to. God or 


his Neighbour ; or' fecret Repreheſifions. for. ſome .; 

Faplts; "or Admoriitions for the. better ordering of . 

' his Life; Spiries ( as our Lord faith, . Jo, 3+ 8. ).-1 
= Cn ub; wult, and he not knowing whence ſuch. ;; 
things 'come, or how ghey pals away ?. yet theſe | 


| things, ; 


Ju Yi _—v -» —_ 
thn ber Toe Vl 


CIT + w4 
gen Sw: o 


)} God, -or his'Spirit, in'us, which, in the Peri 
| more extraqrdinary, ſenſible, and maniteſt, .$ 


Dirtfions concerning Pzayer. 7x 
things, we are aſſured, muſt be from God's Spirſty | | 
becauſe no'good Thought is from our ſelves. : An 


' - why may not we imagin the ſame ( a due. Prepara- | 


tion being ſuppoſed ) of the Thoughts injected. in- 
our Doubtings, and Requeſts concerning Ations. 


| . left free, and undetermined by the Divine declared 


Will, what way in theſe we may rather take, :the 
better to ' ſerve and pleaſe him? God forbid 
that the Name of Enthuſiaſm ſhould deterr Chris _ 
ſtians from ſuch a Praftice, or hearkening to. this 
internal Language ; 'or (as Mr. Creſſy expreſſes- it. 
in his Preface ) ſbould render Prayer, and by Prayer the 
obtainins of Divine Grace, a ſuſpicious Exerciſe. And 
I wiſh the Author would a little better. weigh his 
Words, and the malign Influence they may have on... 


others... We ſay then, Divine Inſpirations are: ne-. , 


ceſſary ( for Grace, as, well furthers.2s prevents vs ). . 
to diſtinguiſh the Motions of the Good and Bad. Spi- . 


- rit in our Minds in matters purely indifferent, (which 


maybe propoſed to us by either of theſe. Spirits, - 
for a different end, ) where we have no other.ex- 


- ternal Rule to judge theſe Motions by, as we: have 


in-all internal Suggeſtions , concerning. ſach other 


matters as are either dire&ly commanded. or pro». 


Fg 


hibited bf God's Law: © yang ht EP NT Pe OG 
- T ſhall conclude my Colle&ions out of this Author, with. 
' the” Explications of ſome of the Terms of Art which .. 
= ate quarrelled with,” as followeth : inn ES 


Divine Inathion is, 11 Plain Engliſh, the aCting 
ect, 1s 


| 48. 4 hp: 
Paſſevt Unions, are called” Paſſve, not that when _ 
herein a Soul contemplates God, ſhe may not.be {aid _ - 
in ſome ſort Adtive ; but, Becauſe when God x: pleaſed... 
fo gracionſly ro communicare himſelf to the Soul, the Soul 
ANO5 2 'L, 


72 Direffions concertting Pzayer- 
- 5 taken-ont of hey -ownn Diſpoſal; and doth- and fy 
and think any! oo God will have her, and this no 

then bis good pleaſure i ſuch: Neither civt any 

ſitions or Preparations that the Soul can uſe afſuredly pro- 
cure 51, Thus Sentta Sophia explains this Word: 

And the Expreſſion is Ng IA ipture 
Language; Ons Spwritn Des - Romy 8. 14, 
Wor”1 Io, bu: © 5 in me rok io. Not 1 
work, but the Grace of God ith + 66d Ge. x Cor. 


t5- 10. Not ye TO but the Spivit of 90 


Fatbey that ſpeaketh in you, "Matt. 10, 20. $6: the 
Woods. Ha. ts Jn ECT en 
. Groans nnuner roo om. 8. 26, Ec. .F. 48. 7» 


Deiformity and ation are words not of 1: 
only, but: 2 only uſed, ſignifying an Union 


God, not- it Efſence, but-by Sees rg Set : 
Rill 'more intimate, as as the Grace ne rg F 


nary : ſecured by like' Scripture Language... 

Renewed to the Imape of our Creator, Cl % 
FO. C a no the Tape of cor Lord, 2: Cor. 
3. 18. Transformed by the r fin 
Rom. 12.. 2. For Deification, Part, 5rYof the De 


Nature and of the Powers of he furure Worlh, Heb; &. | 
2 "The Lord and we made one Spirit,” 2. PTY 


1.6. TP! 
the Reader, whe the 


| Puein with all the Fulneſs of G 6d,"T 
Þ have no more, but to acquaint 
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HER EAS it-is feared: by forte, that 
what'is in the-fore-going Diſcourſe T6- 
ing Plothyus"and Porphyrius, who 
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tions; ſo the plain apert Decl rations by th e 
Men-of 'the MHyſtick D#vinity, Which was more. 
oceultly- delivered by the Ae 1s goc 
Eviderios of the 7radition and Succeſſion of fy bf 
Myſteries, ; ongh they ſhould be foun FR 
erred fjn the Vis an plicagion of it © 
for this be. oh 5 was that ©vikedtion Rte 


2. Thar though Porphyry and Plotinas, in | 


ſome others of them, might receiveſame L 
Ponrernt or Age Senſible Co we) 


Lang A that the Sp pirit' of Chriſt, or- 
Miniſtering'Spirit ; oo tof K) 
under the'Gentile D ph 
ridiculed it; (ov. Soc, Hiſt. Toe Fl C 23; Sy 
Spirit of Ay iſt, and'of Satan transforms 
as. appears mo manifeſtly” in Porphyry, w \ 
WAS 2 Renagado, and: Apoſtate from Cl i 
anity;\ and 'that not.” upon any - Groun 
Foſs but upon Paſſion for ſome-Rep 

ed os ſome. tmor Ir 
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And thismay ferve for another UutPc poſe Int 
of the ; Fr ol 50 OGG ceive ey Jon 
Fr them, fe ainly. b © Spirit they 
been deceived, e ro tho yery Antichriſtian PbP- 
0: better, ' ; 7h * trvt; 1 
doubt nat, is the very fame, or of the; ineking, 
only the. pete: is "ſomewhat: different, 
55 bees the: ;xipon the Encouragetnerit 
aperor ; but :more/covert now 
in 6 Apoltek a .Ch riſtiah State, But. fs thar | 
on. cealed, fo, wilt this, Tam well Arie to. 
the Share ahd. Confuſion of thoſe; who 0b 
Tinately perfiſt in cheir[Errots;, but. <ſpecia 
Al -who not only are eceived, but prefiirt 
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: Subritty and:Fraud of: charSpirit, which aQs:ſo 
ofbly amongft them, For as the Ifraglites 
wete choſert to-be, 'as it! were; -of God's:own 
Regiment, arid! are' "therefore calf'd his Peculiar 
people; yet were they, for their NS Ind | 
PE hs Ganhard Eos ng BOLIY 
fo were'-other Nations: ; committed: to 
Conduct of 'certain Ange els, probably of i in- 
Ferior Orders.” And as'the Thoetites; after. they 
were. ſerfled in the Promiſed: Land.' under: 2 
mediate Government of God, 4 Sam. 8. 7.) | 
ere oſiten;. ngtwith! | their. Backs 


 Uldings and Tranſgreffions, 
{dings NE  ofirws ghvhys 


s of: thei" Reanieg: 
Repreſentation: of Opal matters'::): 
'other Nartions,! though th ey were commirted {at 


7 livercd into the ng 


Hirſt to-theRegiment pf: Good Angels/though of | | 


-an'inferior 0! of) jak wp they carme to: yield 
og the Inſpirations of  Apoſtate Os Lbich | 


;/and led Captive: by. chem abu, R: - 
ſt ne femcy derchgf A 


Bao ied py he 
{There 3 1s 2-:twofold Gentile Dbeaſcriod) or two. £5 

Fe FA the Gentile Di Yperfation; 7 the ee 4 
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4inder the Good-Angel;: which i8God's . 
:the'.other.:of Judgment; upder the: 4 _ 
Spirit, whichis God's. Executiqner of Nengeames, 
Atd-thig:is it, which:Sti; Pad tells usconcerr- 
1g thieScduced. by the Spirix:of Antichrilt; that 
God.dhould ſend chem ftrong-Deluſions to;be- 
lieve:a Lye; becauſe they: received not 460LOVe 

of the Fruth ;; that:they all might be; dam 
who: believe. notithe, = rg Now;: Whatever 
-become of the. reſt; who-have. not: the-/Fevour 
of rhe Goſpel-cammunicared, to: them\but>ydr. 
defert not the; Candudt''of rhe: Spixity- by God | 
et, over them z-yer- ape ret ipel 
| in all Save oo b Ge 4s | 


| _ S rk = Sr n ESE Rd Hickel 
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[Spin-in digi o pwgtpocions) logrer hisrap: 
. þ of not. 6 mona Workly, 4s 


Parents bath! gatren-Advantage:of them? And 
docharmie as pac toil aca ves, 30d 
yery ſubtile-to. deceive; And.thei 


the Offers of:Graee, is like to prove rg] | 
1Byt! page que cater danger than they, who | 
' are fo unh 2appy': y:2s to become the' Agert9Han 
»Miniſters-of tuch a+Spirit,' pee Satan 
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\ _, This, I hope; may ſerve-for this Octaliont 
| | but having for divers Morniths' paſt' been endeal 
; © youring, by private Conferences with, and Lets 
. _ ters to, the Chief of their Miniſters, to ſet this 
. + People right, in what they are out of the way; 
 Lintead. ere long, ; if no-ig will-ferveby tt 
Gtace of God, ro diſcaurſ> theſe? matrets moi 
fully at ſome publick Meetings, upon ſufficient 
| Notice, and there to pive a true Account: of my 
Proceedings with themt hitherto, afd to diſcourſe 
the Great Queſtion now depending between us : ' 
 - Whit that Spitit is, by which the -Party hath 
: Eremgenerally and pt incipally aFed ind condufted > 
| Whether the Spirit 'of Chriſt, or arty Good Minit 
Ring, Spirit ;, ,or the Spitit of Antichriſt, or fome 
| Porp tan or Apoſtate Spirtt 2 THE IS ; | 
'__ »»* And'm the mein time I only recommend this | 
Advertiſement to'all,” Thar rhe'Holy Scriptures 
and-the beft Spiritual” Writers'gwe grear Caut 
tion to beware of falſe Spirits, and;:DireQions to 
Try. the Spirits ; and if the Ledders of the Qua 
| kers donot fo, they are the more to be ſuſpeed; 
bif6, That it is commonly agreed by ſuch Wril 
'  tets, that there' is often Dk Deck and Delu- 
| | Hohvof Buil and Sedicing Spirits, in ſeemins 
! | Ufominitions, arid Senfible Impreſſions and In 
| Gpiritions, See Sawts Sephiay Tr. 3, 8: 4 hs 
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. Catholick Church, of the Chy 
"of England, in--particular, upon. 8 
Diſcourſe of: Sir Matthew Hale's 
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Benefit of a Religious .Society, 1697. 
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The Tidgnient of Sir Mathers" Fae | 
concerning it, in his Contemplations * 


on the Magnet, Co 15. Þs m__ : 


HE Magnet hath not only i intrin? 

ſick, ative Pririciple, its Form from 

« vieh its Motions proceed ; - but there is alſo 

« 2 common Magnetiſm of the Earth' and ity 

; _ Effluxes, that greatly aſliſt excite, and direct 

*it's Motions. : 
© Animals and V, egetabIs 7) hive not only their _ 
1 <intrinlick, ſpecifical, vital Principles of their 
1 « 2; _— "Motions and CP bur the. | 


« Sun 
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* Sun and its Heat and Influence is an univerſal, 
< adjuvant, exciting Principle of all vital and 
© ſentient Operations. 


* And not only the ancient Philoſophers, as © W 


* Ariſtotle and Plato, arid their ſeveral Com- 
* mentators, as Simplicius, Themiſtius, Alex- 
*ander Aphrodiceus, Avicen, and Averroes, but 
* alſo the Jewiſh Dafors, and; the Chriſtian: 
 *Philoſophers and Divines for ſome Ages after 
* Chriſt, did think, that, beſides the individual 
*ntelleftual Soul of every Man, there-was 
*alſo a certain Common [utelligent Nature, or 
© Being, ſubſtituted by Almighty God, whoſe 
| *Offfce it was to illuminate the humane Soul, 


*to excite actual Intellecion in it, and to com- | 


© municate unto it theſe common intellectual 
©Pringples, which ordinarily . and generally 
© obtain in all Men, and ſtood in relation to 
*the humane Intelle&ual Soul, as the Sun 
*and its Light and Inflyence ſtands in rela- 
tion to vital Natures in the Lower World : 
© And this they call rteleftus Agens, which + 
* Averroes ſuppoſeth to be @ltima Intelli- | 
 ®gentiarum ſeparatarum, and deputed to the 
*aQuating and exciting of IntelleQion un 
Men. | 1006 
*This Opinion hath been' ( poſſibly upon ' 
*Reaſons probable enough ) laid afide for ma- 
*ny Ages in the Chriſtian Church : the Uſe 
© therefore. that I make of it only is, this, That. 
| | * thouglt 
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the Spirit of God JF 
© though this Opinion ſeems to be dark and 
** obſcure, and not boftom:d upon a clear Evi- 


- dence, yet it carries with it and under it an 


* Adumbration of. a great and real Truth, 
* though they atrained not a full, clear, diſtin 
* diſcovery of it : Therefore as the Apoſtle elſe- 
* where i another Caſe told the A4hentans, 


. ©thaf thar God, whom they ignorantly wor- 


© ſhipped, Zim declare T unto you, Ats 17. 23. 
©fo, with ſomevariation, I may with humility 
*ſay, thar ſecret, unſeen, and ſpiritual Power, 
* which theſe ancient Philoſophers did nor di-- 
* ſtintly underſtand, but , groped after it, and - 
* celebrated by the Name of Jntelledtus Agens, 
*F am now endeavouring'to declare. —_*_.} 
. © Almighty GOD, -as he is every Where 
his Eflential Preſence, ſo he is eveMWhere 
* by his Powerful Influence ; .and-as he is the 
© Univerfal Productive and Conlerving Cauſe . 
© of all things in the Workd, fo he is more in- 
*timate unto, -and effective of every thing? 
*in the World by his Efficacions Influence, 
©rhari any ſecond created Caule in the World / 
*for they are all but his Inſtruments, and. 
* therefore their Cauſaliry is Rill but in and 
*from the Virtue and Influence' of the firſt” 
* Cauſe. 


Y. > NE wh FEE = wy 1 
_ ._ ® And this Influx of the Firſt Cauſe, the prime - 


; Efficient, ANY God, is by him ordina- 
, Effuſed, and proportioned l 
Bz * accord" 


ſ 4 


cc 
_ © the: aw 
E©flixesWSf- the Divine Influence are commu- 
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4 according to the ſeveral Natures of Created 
' Beings ; though, according to his wiſe good 
CC | ' L * ©; ; . 

Pleaſure, he ſometimes 1s pleaſed to do it in 
'a difterent manner for excellent Ends, pro 1n- 


T perio Voluntatis, | | 

* And therefore in Matters that are /mply 
* zatural, this ordinary. Eflux of the Divine In- 
*fluence is ſuited to that common Law of Na- 
*ture, that. he hath ſettled in the World, and 
"governs ſuch things according to thoſe inſti 
* tuted, regular, natural Laws. 
_ *Bnt unto an uteleftual Nature, ſuch as is 
©that of Man, endued with Underſtanding and 
* Will, this Divine Efflux is communicated in 
*a kind proportionable to thoſe Faculties of 
mane Soul ; and therefore rhefe Et- 


© nicated in two kinds: 1. By way of 1lumi- 
* zation, in relation to the Underſtanding Fa- 
*culty. 2. By way of Perſnafion,  Inc/znation, 
*and Incitation, in relation to the Will and 
* Atictions, although there are many other 
* kind of Effluxes of the. Divine Spirit and In- 
*fluence: as the Gifr of bodily Strength, as 
*that of Samſon, Judges 16. 20. the Gift of 


 Ecurious Workmanſhip, as that of Aboliab, and 
* Beſaliel, Exod. 36. 1. the Spirit of Majeſty 


* and Government, as that of Saul, x Sam. 19. 
* 9. rhe Gifts of Propheſying, Tongues, Miracles, 
© x Cor. 12. 4, 9. for theſe were extraordinary 

| * Effluxes 


the Spirit of God. 8 — 5 
"Effluxes given our” upon ſpecial Occaſions, 
_ and for fpecia! Ends, though even in'moſt 
"of res. and other extraordinary Gifts of | 
"*the' like nature, the Underſtanding and 
*Will were much concerned and "wrought 
* upon. LED 
x. As to the [Pumination of the Underſtand- 
" 7ng, Certainly what the Sun is to the ſentient 
* Eye, that, and much*more, is Almighty God 
©to the Mind of Man: Pſal. 36. 9. I thy 
* Light ſhall we ſee-Light. John x: 9. This is 
* the true Light that enlightneth every Man that 
* cometh into the World. $7 = 
*2. As to the [ncl/ination and Bending of the 


*M1, it is true, the Will is naturally free, but 


©*yet it is eſſentially ſubje& unto the God that 
* made it;.'and the operation of the Divine 


'  *<Tnfluence upon the Will ordinarily is bur per- . 
'| © *ſaafive, and therefore ordinarily refiſtible : - 


*thus the old World reſiſted the merciful ſtriv- 
*ing of the Divine Influence, Ger. 6.' 3. My 
* Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man.” Adts 
*-7. 51. Te always ref the Holy' Ghof7 : but 
* rhe Powerful God hath ſo great an Efficacy, 


and hath fo intimate an acceſs into the Minds 


*of Men, that he can when' he pleaſeth; and 
* doubtleſs ſometimes doth, - irrefiſtibly {bend | 
*and incline the Will unto himſelf, according 
*to his good Pleaſure, Pſal. x10. 3." Thy Peo- | 
**ple ſha'l be willing in the day of thy Power, It. 
Ele, B 3 "1s 
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*is an excellent Expreſſion, Prov. 21. x. The 


* Fleart of the King, is in the Hands of the Lord, 


* as the Rivers of Water he turneth it whitherſo- 
** ever he will. A good Artiſt will guide a 


* Stream of Water to what place, and' in what 
PIACT, 4 


1 manner, he pleaſeth, in the fame Level, and 
. yet without any violence offered to the natu- 
j ral Motion of the Water, which in all thoſe 
'* Motions is kept entirely ſuitable to its Nature : 
* And with the ſame and much greater facility 
*the God of Heaven can, and often doth,  in- 
® fallibly Guide the Hearts of Men, yea, of 
* Kings, and yet without Force or Violation of 
its nobel Liberty, 2 lu | 
 ® World that was wholly deſtitute of this Divine 
* Eflux upon their Underſtandings and Wills : 


*it is as Cutverſal and Common as the Light * 


. *and Influence of the Heavens; only upon 
*ſome in all Ages it was more ſpecial and ef- 
. *feQtual than upon others, even in the Gentile 
= World. I have always eſteemed thoſe excel- 
lent Men among the Heathen famous for Wit- 
*dom, Juſtice, Piety, and Knowledge, as Men 


* illuminated and guided by this Divine Influ- | 


--ence, though potlibly communicated to-them 
'*1n 2 more; ſignal manner than to other Men: 
* Such were Socrates, Plato, Zeno Citticus, Solon, 
©* Lycurgus,. Pythagoras, Tully, Seneca, Ariſtotle, 


and divers other- excellent . Philoſopher 0 


* Mora- 


* There was never any Age nor People in the. 


the Spirit of God. = 


\* Moraliſts, and Law-givers, among the Gen- 
* tiles ; whb were by the Influence of the 
 E Divine Spirit excited, illuminated, and in- 


FT  *fſtructed for the Benefit of themſelves and 


*the reſt of Mankind, and to prepare the 
- Heathen World for the Reception of greater. 
” Light. * | | \ | 

< When it pleaſed God to ſele& unto himſelf. 
and his ſpecial Government, the Family :of 
* Abraham, and his Deſeendants, the, Jewiſh Na- 


* #;on, he ſets them in the middle, of the Ha- © 


" bitable World, like a Beacon upon a Hill, to - 
® be a kind of Common Inſtruction to the reſt 
*of Mankind ; and for that purpoſe, made them 
* fignal to all the World by his ſpecial Govern- 
©*ment over them, by Miracles, Signs and 
© Wonders; ' by giving them Laws'from Hea- 
*ven in great Majeſty and Terrour ; by com- 
* mitting to them the Divine Oracles ; by 
raiſing up Prophets and Men ſpecially inſpired 
*among them a greater Meaſure of the In- 
* fluence of his Sacred. Spirit. For ( that 1 
* may ſay it once for all ) it hath been always 
the Method of the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
* neſs, when he ſends out the greater Meaſure 


*of this Influx, whereof I ſpeak,” the Divine 


© Providence accompanies that Efflux with ſuit-- 
© 2ble. external Means to render it the more 
< effteQual, and the more agreeable to the man- 

W | B 4 ""er- 


"by an Extraordinary Spirit, and by effuſing 3 
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ner of the Reception of the humane Under- 


" ſtanding: But when zhe. Meſſias came into 
*the World with the Meſſage of the Glorious 
** Goſpel, the Sun was as it were in its Meri- 
*dian; and as the means of Illumination and 
** Converſion of the World unto God was more 


*effeQtual and univerſal, ſo was alſo the Efflux | 


and Irradiation of the Divine Influence upon 
* the Souls of Men more. vigorous, diffuſive, 


A 


*and univerſal. 


* And as the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit - 


*of God appeared in the Miracles of Chriſt 
*and his Apoſtles, the Gifts of Tongues, of 
* Healing Diſeaſes, of Prophecy, and the like, 
*to confirm and eſtabliſh Mens Minds in the 
_ * Faith, Belief, and Obedierice of the Goſpel ; 
*{o neither ' was rhis all: but the ſecret and 
* effeftual Influence of the ſame Bleſſed Spirit 
*appcared in Illumination of the Minds of 
* Men, in. perſuading and mightily ſubduing 
* their Wills 'to the Belief and Otedience: of 
*the Truth, in converting Mens Minds unto 
*God, and placing them. in their juſt and due 
© Habitude to Almighty- God. | And this, ac- 
*cording to the various Workings thereof, is 
* ſometimes called the Spirit of Regeneratipn, 


*the Spirit of Renovation, the Spirit of San-' 


* Qification, the Spirit of Holineſs, the Spirit 
*of Adoption, the Spirit of Prayer and.Suppit- 
;. cation, the Spirit of Life, &c. according fo 

| Ce En In op rn  ! "the 
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*the various Energies that this great Efluſion 
f of the Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit woe up- 
« on the Minds of Men. - 
* And this great and more diffuſive ind ef- 
*feRual Effuſion of this Influence under the 
* Goſpel was no other than what was prophe- 
"fied of by the ancient Prophets, fa. 25. 7. 7 
' will deſtroy in this Mountain, the _— caff 
* upon the Face of all People. © Ifa. 11. g.' The 
* Earth ſhall be filled with the K vole Es of the 
. Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, I. 54. 
"'L. 3 All thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord. 


\ 


* make with them, my Spirit, ' that is upon thee, 
« 1nd the Words which 1 have put in tby Meuth, 
* ſhall not depart from thee, nor from thy Seed, 
"* nor from thy Seeds Seed. Ezek. 36. 27. I will 

— put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 

"in my I gs and keep: my Judgments, and do 

* chem. Ia. 44. 3. 7 will pour out | my Spirit 
2 — #pon thy Seed! Joel 2. 28.. 7 will pour out my 

© Spirit upon all Fleſh. And this Energy of the 

< Divine Influence appears, 1: By a ſecret Irra- 
*diation and ///uminarion of the Underſtanding. 
*2. By a powerful Perſuaſion and nclining of 
" _ the Wil}; both which, as they were with a 
© more vigorous and effecual Diſpenfation 
© under the-firſt breaking out of the Light of 
" the Goſpel, ſo they do accompany the Publi- 


**cation of it unto this day, and ſhall unto the 
*end 


«If. 59. 20. This is my Covenant that I will  «. 
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*end of the World; though by reaſon of the 
* Corruption of the Lives and Manners of 
**Mankind, not with equal Succeſs in all 
#* Ages. 

We have here the Judgment and Belief of 
this Great and Good Man of a Divine Eflux 
upon the Underſtandings and Wills of Men, 
and that even among the Heathen, thoſe fo 
famed tor Wiſdom, Juſtice, Piety, and Knowledge, 
were Illuminated and Guided by a Divine In- 
fluence. And we have here alſo the Ground - 
of this his Judgment. 1. Obſervations in Na- 
ture. 2, The Sentiments of Learned and Un- 
derſtanding Men, [Philoſophers in all Ages. 
3- The Authority of the Sacred Scriptures; to 
which, he elſewhere adds his own Experience. 
And whereas he had in ſome things changed 
his Opinion, as he ſaw cauſe, from what it was 
in his younger time, this he received carly, as 
appears by tome of his Firſt Writings, and re- 
 'taind conſtantly to the laſt, as appears by his 
Treatiſe. of Humility, which he wrote upon my 
Motion, not long before his laſt Sickneſs. 

In his Treatiſe of Wiſdom, and the Fear of God, 
after other particulars. of the Wiſdom of the . 
Fear of God, he adds, in the xoth place: But 
beſides all this, there is yet a Secret but a mot 
Certain Truth, that highly improveth that Wiſ- 
dom, which the Fear of the Lord bringeth, and 
that is this, That thoſe that truly fear God = 
a 42 JC- 


the-Spirit of God. IT 


a Secret Guidance from a higher Wiſdom, than 
what is barely EJumane ; namely, by the Spirit 
of Truth and Wiſdom, that doth really and ' 
truly, but ſecretly prevent and dire them. And 
let no Man think that this is a piece of Fanaticiſm. 
Any Man that ſincerely .aud truly fears Almighty 
God, relies upon Him, calls upon Him for his 
Guidance and Direttion, bath it as really as the 
Son hath the Counſel and Direftion of his Father : 
and though the Voice be not audible, nor the Di- 
. reftion always perceptible to Senſe, yet. it is e- 
qually as real as if a Man heard the Voice ſaying, 
This is the Way, walk in it. And this Secret 
 Direfion of Almighty God is principally ſeen in 
Matters relating to the Good of the Soul : but it 
may allo be found in the Great 'aud Momentous 
Concerns of this. Life, which a Good Man, that © 
fears God, and begs his Direction, ſhall very often, . 
if not at all times, find. And in his Treatiſe 
of Humility, ſpeaking of this Guidance and 
Direction -of Almighty God, in relation to a 
double End ; x. The Salvation and Happineſs - 
of the Soul. 2. In all the Walk and Concern, 
of this Life ; as to this latter he faith ; The Air 
doth not more naturally yield to our  Attrattion 
in Reſpiration, or to inſinuate it ſbif into thoſe 
ſpaces that are receptive of it, than' the Diuine 
Aſſiftance, Guidance, aud Beneficence doth to the 
Deſires, Exigencies, and Wants of an humble 
Soul, ſenſible of its own Emptineſs and Deficiency, 
| 8 an 
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and imploring the Direfion, Guidance, and Bleſ- 
fing of the moi? Wiſe and Bountiful God. And 
then adds, 7 can call my own Experience to 
witneſs, that even in the External Attions, Occur- 
rences and JIncidences of my whole Life, I was 
never diſappointed of the beſt Guidance and 
Diretion, when in Humility and Senſe of my own 
Deficiency, and difidence of my own Ability to di- 
ret my ſelf, or to grapple with the Difficulties 


of my Life, I have, with Humility and Sincerity, | 


zmplored the Secret Direftion and Guidance of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Providence. This he ſpeaks 
of the ſecret Guidance by the Spirit of Truth, 
by 7/Iumination of the Underſtanding, and Z:- 
clinatron of the Will ; but there 1s another 
Secret Guidance by a Providential Diſpoſal of 
- Occurrences, which he doth not here exclude, 
yet ſeems more eſpecially to intend, when he 
afterward appeals to the Experience of 
others. | 

I have alſo obſerved, as well from what he 
hath faid upon ſeveral Occaſions, as from di- 
vers Paſſages in his Writings, that he had from 
his younger time, in all his Life, not only a 
great reſpect to this ſecrer Guidance of the 
Spirit of G6d, but alſo ſo great a Senſe of the 
Malice, Subtlety, and Energy of the Evil Spi- 
rits, as made him very vigilant againft them. 
And I doubt not but his conſtant and reverend 
Attendance 'to thit Holy Condudt, and his 

| Ads Vigilance 
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Vigilance againſt the Wiles and Devices of 
thoſe inviſible Enemies, were a principal Means 
whereby he became ſo Great and Good a Marr 
as lie was. | 

This is genuine Chriſtianity, and therefore it 
cannot but: move Indignation 10 the Hearts of 
True Chriſtians, to fee ſo Great. and Noble a 
Principle of their Religion to be ſo. unworrhily 
exposd, contemned and reproached, as this 
hath been in our Times, partly by ſenſual Bruits, 
partly by conceited animal Pretenders to Reaſon, 
and partly by inconſiderate Oppoſers of Enthu- 
fiaſm. Nay, it is a Principle not peculiar to: 
the times of the Incarnation of the Eternal Zo 
gos, and ſucceeding Ages, but niade manifeſt 
by that. Light which enlighteneth every Man 
that cometh into the World, unto all pious and 
virtuous Souls from. the beginning: and it is a 
dangerous ſign of an empty, bewidowed, de- 
{-rted Soul, for any Man to ſpeak ſlightly or - 
Irreverently of ſo Holy: a Principle. Thar Ex- 
cellent Philoſopher and Emperor Antoninus, be- 
ſides divers other Paſſages to the purpoſe, hath 
expreſſed himſelf in one place in the very words 
before uſed by our Author. Seneca afhirms it ; - 
Bonus Vir fine Deo nemo eft; beſides many Pals 
fages-to this purpoſe: And Cicero, befides what 
more largely elſewhere, Nemo vir Magnus fine . 


| - alzquo Aﬀtatu Divino unquam fuit. - Sccrates 18 *. 


notorious, and Plato, and his Followers Plotinus, 
| i . Porphirius, 
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Porphyrins, Famblicus, Proclus, &c. are known 
and confeſs d to have been of the fame Judg- | 
. ment ; as alſo the Chaldaick and Ezyptian Phi- 
 lolophers. The fame is obſerv'd of Democritus, 
That he thought that there were no Men Wiſe 
beſides thoſe who were infpir'd with a Divine | 
Influence : And 7heophraſtas, and indeed all the 
better Philoſophers, are noted to have had the 
ſame Sentiments. And even Ariſtotle himſelf; : 
-as great a Rationalift as he was, hath plainly 
expreſſed himſelf to have been of the fame 
Judgment, in ſeveral places. In one among the 
reſt to this effet: They who are moved by a 
Divine Inſtinft ought not to conſult Flumane Rea- 
ſon, but follow the Interior Injtind ; becauſe they 
are moved by a better Principle than HTumane 
. Reaſon, And that the fame Sentiments were 
among the Gentiles in very ancient times, we 
may obſerve in the Sacred Scriptures, Dar. 4. 
8. and 5. 11. and long before, Job 32. 8: 33. 
x4, I5, 16. and Gen. 41. 38. and 39. 3. and 
before, 26. 28. and betore that, 21, 22. And 
for the Fews, it is very plain that in' thoſe Ex- 
cellent Books of Wiſdem and Ecclefraſticus, by | 
= Name of Wiſdom, this Divine Influence and 
nduct is intended. . His 6 ER 
And for the Chriſtians, the Doctrine of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles is fo expreſs to this 
purpoſe, that they who would evade the genu- | 
ine Senſe of theuw Words, are forced to _— : 
| cir 


d 
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their Wits to the utmoſt, and their Conſcieaces 
too, I doubt, if they be not ſtupified before hand. 
I need not recite the places, winch every -one 
may have recourſe to at pleaſure ; and therefore 
it may be ſufficient to note them under ſeveral 
Heads ; as, 

|. The Prediftions of the Prophets, 1a. 44: 

54. 13.'( recited by our Saviour, fo. 6.45.) 
fr ZI. 33, 34- Ezek. 11. 19: 36. 26, -27. 

Joel 2. 28.' recited by, St, Peter, and applyed 

not only to the Chriſtians then, but to thoſe 
alſo who ſhould come after, AF. 2.17: 33. 39. 
Zech. 12. 10. Mat. 3. 11. 

IT, Promiſes of our Saviour, Luk. 11. 13. Jo. 
7. 39: I4, I6, b7, 23, 26: x5.26: I6. 7. Lu; 
24: 49. At, 1. 4, 81-2. 38. 


, Il. The Accomplijonent of theſe Predictions Ry 
and Promiſes. 


x. In the Original viſible Effuſion on the day 
of Pentecoff, upon the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians, AG. 24.2, 4; 44 33: 

2. By a Miniſterial Communication, A. 8. 
I5, £7: IO. 44 19. 6. Gal. 3. 2,5, 14 z Tim, 
x. 6. 2 Cor. 3. 6, 8. 

3- By internal Reſidence and Operation, Ilu- 
mination and Sandtification, ' Rom. 8. 9,11. 
x Cor. 3, 16: 6. 19. Eph. 2. 22. 2 Tim. x. 14- 


Tt. 79. 2. 24. Gal, 4, 6. 1 Thefſ. 4. 8. 2 Cor, TJ 
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4. By ſpecial and particular Manifeſtstior and 
Conduct, variouſly exhibited ;: as, | 
"FL. By Viſions and Revelations, Af. 9g. 10, 
{2: YO; YO:-'1x. 25; 16. 9: 18. 9: 22. 
17. 1 Cor. II. 23: I. 4, 6; 10: 14. 6, 
2:4, 29, JO, JI. 2 Cor. It. L, 2, 7”; (v. Lu, 
'2,'26.) Gal.1.12; 2:2; 
_ 2, By Allocutions, A. 8. 29: 10.19: 13. 
| Ka 
3. By Impulles and Excirations, (v. Lo. 2. 
27.) Aft.q.8, 13, 31: 5. 20. 
4. By Prohibitions, Aft. 16. 6: 20.23: 21. 
4, II. and Reſtraints, Aft. 16. 7- 
IV. Admonitions. 
rt. How toobtain it, Jo. x4. 15, 16,17, 23. 
Al. 5. 32. Lu, 11.122. Ja. 1. 5. Rev. 3. 
v0,.r Per. 4.1 
2. To follow and obey it, Rom. 8.-T, 4, 
'..- $5.9, T3, 14. Gal. y. 16, 18, 25. Eph. 
O. 


4. | 
3- To try the Spirits, x Fo 4. Tt: I Cor. 


I 4. 2 

* More enighs be added; but theſe are more 
than enough. And to theſe it would not be 
hard to add a true Catholick Interpretation and 
Comment, that is, The Sentiments of the mof7 


ancient Chriſtian Writers, and others of themoſt | 


Eminent of after Ages ; ſuch as Hermas, Juſtine, 
Tatian, Irengus, 7 ertullian, Cyprian, Novatian, 


Hiller Naziamen, Ambroſe, Hierom, Auſtin 
| anc 


dt 
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arid many others ; but it would be toolong for 
this place and occaſiori. And therefore to make 
ſhort Work, inſtead of that, T will here repre- 
ſent their Sentiments in ſome ſhort Notes of an 
Eminent and moſt Learned Annotator, who was 
well acquainted with them, and doth fornetimes 
interſperſe fome of rheir Teſtimonies in his 
Writings : It is the Famous Hugo Grotius. Theſe, 
faith he, upon Mat. 18. 10. ( who dedicate 
themſelves to God with a true Fairh, and there-. 
upon are accounted his peculiar People ) God, as 
he doth favour them with a peculiar Providence, 


fo he ſeems to gjve to each au Angel Guardian to 


guide and aſſiſt them, either perpetually of certainly, 


antil they come tothe full Poſſeſſion of the Divine 


Spirit: For ſo I ſee the Ancient Chriſtians did bes 
lLieve. And in his Pref. to his Annot. upon the: 
Epiſtle to the Romars. Into the Heart purified 
by Faith, as into a clean Veſſel, God doth infuſe 


' his Spirit ; I mean the Spirit of Chrift full of 


Love of God, and of our Neighbour, and of all 


Goodneſs. —— Thoſe who have this Spirit of. God, 


and carefully keep it, God doth account: as born of 
Him, and like- unto Him « to them he gives 4 
certain Right to Heavenly and Eterna Good 
Things,—— Neither is the Heart purified but by 


' a Heart ſo purified ; nor doth he plainly. own fo 


his - any. but who, are. endowed with that Spirit. 
Upon Luke 22. 3. As they who reljgzouſly wy 
x C x 5” 
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the Divine Admonitions, at length receive the In 
dwelling Spirit ; fo they who readily conſent to the 
Suggeſtions of the Devil, at length, God deſerting 
them, become the Slaves of Satan. Upon Yo. 5. 

5. Theſe ( to whom the Goſpel is Preached ) 

ecome taught of God, that is, if they would, if 
they be greedy of it, if they do not rejeft the Be- 


nefits offered, and even forc'd upon them, They | 
wi} have no need to have reconrſe to Learned Men, | 


that from them they may learn the Myſteries of 
the Old Teſtament, Upon Eph. 1. 17. The Spr- 
rit of God which is given to Believers, doth, among 
ether things, imprint alſo Wiſqprs in their Souls, not 
that of the things of this World, of which Philoſo= 
phers did boaft, but of thoſe things which conduce 


to a better Life. The ſame Spirit. doth reveal 


alſo to thoſe who are his, things future and ſecret, 
which cannot be known by humane Means.* Upon 
x Jo. 2. 20. The Spirit doth ſuggeſt to us in all 
Circumſtances, both the Precepts of Chriſt, and 
fach Hints or Notices as are meet for the Occaſion. 
v. 27. What we are to do in every Circumſtance : 
For there are certain Differences, which T mes, 
Places, and Perſons, require. Therefore is there 
often need of Admonition to hit the way of our 
| Duty. See Jer. 31. 34. Jo. 6. 45. and, if you 
pleaſe, Seveca Epiſt. 94. And upon 2 Thefſ. 4. 9. 
Fhe Holy Ghoſt teacheth you concerning all om 

to be done. By how much the more there is of th 
Spirit, ſo much the leſs need is there of Projecigs. 
is 
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This Place is not to be. underſtood of the General 
Precept, but of ſpecial Determinations, as all 
T, - Perſons, and Times do require. And Gal. 
- 18, Thoſe who are led by the Spirit, as now of 
pe have no need of the Law, the Guardian of 
their Touth. And Nah 8. 4. Thiſe who "k 


. after the Spirit, he na ia: 4 thoſe who having. 


obtained the Holy Spirit; to conſtantly obey its 
Motions : and afterwards, v. 5, They that are 
after the Spirit, he interprets, thoſe who are poſ- 
fefſed by the Spirit of God 5; which doth not now 
tome to paſs, but by Chriſt And, v. 12; he 
notes, God hath given his Spirit hat. we ſhould. 
aſe it ; and again, So great a Gueſt will be treated 
with Care; otherwiſe he will bid farewell to his 
Lodgin ing: And to conclude, r Thefſ. 5. 23. 
Spirit here, faith he, is that 77 2 Spirit, inhabit- 
in7 in the Soals of Chriſtians, and if it be carefully 
kept, adhering to Souls wnto Death, hy after Death 
even to the Reſurrection; and then referrs to what 
he had faid, r Cor. 15. 44. to Hierom upon 
Gal. 5. and tecites, to the ſame purpoſe, the 
Words of Phils, Trengus, Tatianus, Clem; Alex» 
andrints, and T7, ertullian. More might be added; 
but this is enough to ſhew the Mind of this 
great Man, concerning the Neceſſity of our 
having the Spirit of God dwelling in 'us, the 
Effects of his Reſidence in Light and Condu, 
wo our Duty how to treat it. | 


BY: | _ ARNE. 
| Cz And 


20 Of the Guidance of 


And thar this is alſo the Belief of the Church 
of England, ( however ſome of late have com- 
monly preſum'd td ſpeak, if not defpitefully and 
reproachtully, yet” too ſlightly of fo great and 
holy a Principle of our Religion ) may appear, 
by the moſt Authentick Evidence that: can be, 
her moſt ſolemn Addreſſes to Almighty God in 
divers Colle for this very purpoſe: As, for 
all Perſons to be Baptized, before they be Bap- 

 tized, fo'give his Holy Spirit to them, that they 
may be born again, &c. and after they be Bap- 
tized, to give his Holy Spirit to them, that they 
may continue his Servants, and attain his Promiſes : 
90 likewiſe for all Perſons Confirmed, to ſtrengthen 
them with-the Holy Ghoft, and daily increaſe in 
them his manifold Gifts of Grace : before Impo- 
firion of Hands, and rhen again together with 
the Impoſition of Hands, that they may daily in- 
creaſe in his Holy Spirit ; and again afterward, 
that his Holy Syjrit may ever le with them, and 
ſo lead them, &c. and laſtly, for all rhe Con- 
gregation upon ſeveral Occaſions ; as, upon the 
Nativity of our Lord, that they may daily be 
reacwed by his Holy Spirit. Upon the 19th Sun- 
day after 7rinity, that his Holy Spirit may in 
all thiniss Direft and Rule our Hearrs. Upon 
tlie fr Sunday in Lent, that we may ever obey 
his Godly Motions. Upon Eaſter-Day, that as by 
thy ſpectal Grace preventing us, thou doi? pnt into 


, car Minds good Dejires ; ſo by thy continual Help 
| we 
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we may bring the ſame to good Effet. Upon the 

fifth Sunday after Eaſter, that by his Holy Inſpi- 
ration we may think thoſe things that be geod, and 
by his merciful Guiding may perform the ſame : 
and others to the like Effect ; as, upon the Sun- 
day after Aſcenſion, Whitſunday, the 13th Sunday 
after 7rinity, the Colle at the beginning of 
the Communion Service. And at every Morning 
and Evening Service, all are admoniſhed to beſeech 
him to give us his Holy Spirit, And in the 
Coll. for Grace, we pray to God, that all our 
doings may be ordered by his Governance : and 
in the Litany, to indue us with the Grace of 
his Holy Spirit, to amend our Lives according, 
to his Holy Word. In the Ordering of Deacons, 
this Queſtion is firſt to be asked by the Biſhop, 
Do you truſt that you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this Office and Mini- 
ſtration, &c 2 In the Ordering of Prieſts, the 
Biſhop favs, Receive the Holy Ghoft for the 


Office and Work of a Prieſt in the Church of God, 


Grc. And in the Conſecration of a Biſhop, the 
Arch-Biſhop ſays, Receive the Holy Ghaſt for the 
Office and Work of a Biſhop, &c. and at each 
1s ſung the Hymn, Come Holy Ghoſt, -&zc.. And 
in the Exhortation.in the Commination, this is 
mentioned as one of the Conditions of our Par 
don, wiz. If we will be ordered by the: Gover- 
wance of his Holy Spirit. And in the Articles 
of Religion, Art. 17, are mentioned together 

C 3 Godly 
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Godly Perſons and ſuch as feel in themſelves the 
Working of the Spirit of Christ, martifying, &c. 
' To this Authority of the Church, I will ſab- 
joyn the Judgment of 'one of her Sons, who, _ 
though at firſt it ſeems he was carried away 
_ the common Prejudice of the Age, yet 
atterward, upon better conſideration, extricated 
himſelf, and recover'd a better Judgment, and 
has in few words faid what is much to the purpoſe. 
' That God himſelf affords his Intimacies and Con- 
werſes to the better Souls, which are prepar'd for it. 
I confeſs the proud and phantaſtick Pretences 
of many of the conceited Melancholiſts in this Age, 
to Divine Communion, have prejudiced divers 7n- 
relligent Perſons apainſt the Belief of any ſuch 
happy Vouchſafement ; fo that' they conclude the 
Dottrine of Immediate Communion with the Deity 
#n this Life to be but an high- flown Notion of warns 
Tmag ination, and over-{uſcious Self-Flattery : 
and I acknowledze I have my ſelf had Thoughts 
of this nature, ſuppoſing Communion with God 
to be nothing elſe but the Exerciſe of Vertue, and 
that Peace aud thoſe Comforts which naturally 
reſult from 2t. | = 


' * But T have confidered: fince, That God"s more 
wear and immediate imparting himſelf to the Sout 
that is prepar d for" that Happineſs by Divine 

Love, Humility, and-Refignation in the way of a 
Vital Touch, and 'Seuſe, is a thing poſſible in it 
elf, and will be a great part of our a 
EO ef tint,” vat 
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That Glory. is begun in Grace, and God is pleaſed. 
to give ſome excellent Souls the happy Antepait : 
That holy Men in ancient times have ſought and 
gloried in this Enjoyment, and never complain jo 
ſorely, as when it was with-held and interrupted : 
That the Expreſſions of Scripture run infinitely 
this way, and the beſt of modern good Men do, 
from their own Experience,*atteſt it : That this. 
ſpiritualizeth Religzon, and renders its Enjoyments 
more comfortable and delicious : That it keeps the 
Soul under a vivid ſenſe of God, and is a grand. © 
Security againſt Temptation : That it holds it fled- 
dy amidſt the Flatteries of a proſperous State, and 
grves it the moi? grounded Anchorage and Support 
amidſt the Waves of an adverſe Condition : That 
"tis the noblef?# Encouragement to Vertue, and the © 
highefF Aſſurance of an happy Immortality. I © 
ſay, T1 conſidered. theſe weighty Things, and won- 
der'd at the CareleſSmeſs and Prejudice of Thoughts, 
that occafion'd my ſuſpeting the Reality of ſo glo- 

. rious a Priviledge : I ſaw how little Reaſon there 
is in denying Matters of inward Senſe, becauſe 
our ſelves do not feel them, or cannot form au Ap- 
prehenfion of them in our Minds: I am convinc'd 
that things of guft and reliſh muſt be judged by 
the ſentient aud vital Faculties, and not by the 
noetical Exerciſes of ſpeculative Underſtandings : 
And upon the whole, I believe infinitely, that the 
Divine Spirit affords its ſenfible Preſence, and 
immediate Beatifick Touch to ſome Rare Souls, 


C 4 | who 
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who are diveſted of carnal Self, aud mundane 
Pleaſures, abſtrafted from the Body by Prayer and 
Holy Meditation ; ſpiritual in their Deſires, and 
calm in their Aﬀections ; devout Lovers of God 
and YVertue, and" tenderly affefionate to all the 
World ; fincere in their Aims, and circumſped in 
their Actions ; inlarged in their Souls, and clear 
in their Minds. Theſe, I think, are the Diſpo- 
fitions that are requifſite' ta fit ws for Divine 
Communion : And God tranſatts not in this near 
way, but with prepared Spirits, who are thus dif- 
Pprſed for the Manifeſtation of his Preſence, and 
bis Influence ; and ſuch, I believe, he never fails 
to bleſs with theſe happy fore-taſts of Glory. But 
for thoſe that are Paſſionate and Conceited, Tur- 
' bulent and Notional, Confident and Immodes, 
Tmperious and Malicious ; that doat upon Trifles, 
aud run fiercely into the ways of a Sett ; that are \ 
lifted up in the Apprehenfien of the glorious Pre- 
rogatives of themſelves and their Party, and 
feorn all the World beſides; for ſuch, 1 ſay, be 
their Pretenſtons what they will, to Divine Commis 
nion, HMapſes, and Diſcoveries, I believe them not ; 
their Fancies abuſe them, or they would as: For 
what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs, or the 
Spirit of the Holy One with thoſe, whoſe Genius 
and Ways are fo unlike Him > But the other 
Excellent Souls 7 defcribed, will as certainly be 
wvifited by the Divine Preſence and Converſe, as 
the Chryſtalline Streams are with the Beams of 
, | ' | Li 7 / } f 
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Light, or the fitly prepared Earth, whoſe Seed 
is in it ſelf, will be attuated by the Spirit of 
Nature. SEL | ry 
There 1s a /ate Writer of no mean Learning 
and Parts, and Authority too among rhole of 
his own Party, who reckons the De/pifng of 
the Holy Spirit, and his Operations now, to be 
a Sin of the ſame Nature with the Apoſtacy of 
the Fews by Idolatry of old, and afterwards by 


rejedtirg of our Saviour at his coming : and 


'yet in deteſtation of Enthuſtaſm, #«7terly aban- 
"dons all Impulſes and Motions to Things and 


Adtions, which are not acknowledged Duties in 
themſelves, evidenced by the Word of Ti ruth, GC. 


_ under the Name of [rrational Impreſſions, and 


violent Inclinations : and what ſome Men intend 
by impulſes, he fays, he knows not. Indeed 


they who reject all ſuch things, reje&t they 


know not what. And did they thereby only 
hurt themſelves, it might be thought a juſt 
Puniſhment : but ſuch confident Ailertions in 
Print may not only be hurtful to Men, but alſo 
injurious to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 
which is not to be limited by Mens Conceits. 
The Fews heretofore had the Favour to inquire 
of God, and- receive Anſwers and Direfion in 
tlieir ſpecial Exigences; and if the Chriſtians 
are not allowed that Faveur now, it may be 
thought that the State of Chriſtians is inferior 
to that of the Jews then, in a Matter of great , 
| Importance; - 
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Importance; or that the Chriſtians now are, | 


as the latter Jews were, fallen from the Inte- 


grity of the true Chriſtian State: Nor can I | 


conceive any reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould not 
have ſome ſuch Means for this purpoſe, as the 
ancient Jews had, but that every Chriſtian 
ought to have a Divine Oracle in his own 
Breaſt, by the Reſidence of the Spirit of God 
there, if we were indeed ſuch as our Profeſſion 
doth require, and oblige us to be, that is, truly 
Spiritual, and Heavenly-minded. It doth there- 
fore concern us to inquire, whether the Fault 
be not in our ſelves, if God doth not anſwer 
us, as it was with Saul, when God was de- 


parted from him, rather than to diſhonour our | 


Profeſſion, by arguing againſt the Truth to 
cover our Shame? and fince the. Lord's Ear 
1s not heavy that it cannot hear, whether our 
Sins have not interpoſed between our God and 
'us, that he will not hear > Certainly we often 


need a Wiſdom more than Humane in many | 


Caſes, wherein the General Preſcripts are. not 
ſufticient. we 
| For, as many things are /awful, which may 

not be expedient; ſo many things may be ex- 
pedient, or neceſſary, which may not be acknow- 


ledged Duties in themſelves, evidenced by the | 


Word of Truth, the written Word ;. and to the 
ſucceſsful Performance of acknowledged Duties 
certain Circumſtances may be, and often. are ſo 
E / neceſlary, 
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' neceſſary, that unleſs duly obſerved, all En- 
 deavours would be fruſtrate: and all theſe .. 
| Expediences -and Circumſtances may be, and 


frequently axe, fych -as are not diſcernable by 
us Mortals, without ſome Norzce fram more 
Intelligent Beings. If therefore the All-ſeeing, 


| Wiſe, and Gracious God, be pleaſed, either im- 


mediately by his own Spirit, or mars, + by 
any of the Inviſible Miniſters of his Providence, 
ro afford any ſuch Divine Favours to ſuch 
Mortals as are duly diſpoſed for the ſame; if 
taking notice of the: Sincerity of -his Servant, 
he be pleaſed, by any ſecret impreſſion upon his 
Heart or Mind, or other Notices, to conduc 
him in theſe things, or in any thing of his Will 
and” Pleafyre; though . without maniteſting the 
Reaſons of it, to exerciſe his Reaſonable Crea- 
ture to the SubjeQion of his Intelle&t to the 
Divine Wiſdom, as well as his Will to Obedience 
to his Pleaſure: as he wha' after competent 
Experience of this, ſhould be diſobedient- to any 
ſuch: Notice, would certainly incurr $7» more 


_ or leſs, and juſtly deſerve CorreQion ; fo-'it 


would be no leſs Impiety againſt that Holy 
Majeſty, and Miſchief. to Men, to raiſe among! 

them any Scandal or Prejudice againſt it, 'and 
therenpon a great Indiſpoſition for it, oy any 
undue Oppoſition of Fanaticiſm, without ſufficient 
Diſtinction and Caution, than it is [mpudence 
and Inconfiderateneſs in others, to expoſe __ 
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ſclves and their Followers to the Deluſions of 
Evil Spirits by high Pretences to ſuch Divine 


and extraordinary Favours, without any Regard 


to, or Notice of thoſe ſpecial Qualifications, 
and Cautions for Tryal of Spirits, which are 
neceſſary to "capacitate them for ſuch Favour, 
and to ſecure them againſt ſuch Delufions. It 
requires therefore no ſmall Caution, ( to uſe 
this Author's Expreſſion ) that under an in- 
vidious Name they reject not fuch Favours, 
or calumniate ſuch an Holy Conduct: and, 
that they eſpecially who reproach others with 
limiting the Holy Spirit, do not themſelves in 
this, what in other things they condemn in 
others, with leſs Reaſon. | 

And certainly great Caution is lixewiſe to 
be uſed on the other fide, that we preſume not 
to attribute to the Holy Spirit of God, what is 
meerly the Imaginations or Effuſions of our 


own Spirit ; what is meerly Humane Invention, | 
or Artifice; and even the Inſpirations and De- | 


luſions of Satan transformed into an Angel of 
Light. By this means is great Indignity com- 
monly done to the Holy and Pure Spirit: and 


oreat Sin contracted by Mens arrogating to- . 
themſelves thoſe Gifts and Graces, which they 
have little of, and recommending themſelves and | 


their Performances upon ſuch high Pretences ; 
and great Scandal given to People to think 


meanly of ſo great a Principle of our Religion. 
7; as There 
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There are three Great Means which God hath 
provided for. us to lead us into all neceſſary 
Truth : Natural Reaſen, Supernatural Revela- 
ton communicated by Perſons authorized by 
Divine Commiſſion ſo ro do, and Speczal 1- 
mination and Direfion of the Holy Spirit. And. 
they who carefully .uſe all theſe in their due 
Order, cannot err. But they who ſet up theſe 


_ one againſt another, do uſually run themſelves 


and lead others into great Errors. And hence 


it is that fo great Diſorders and. Miſchiefs have ' 


through the Subtilty and Energy of Satan been. 
brought into the Church by Perſons pretending 
to ſome one of theſe in a kind of Oppolition to 
ſome other. of them : either of Right Reaſon, 
or of the Pure Word of God ; or of the Spirit 
and Spiritual Worſhip. 

I do not doubr but they who pretend moſt. 
to Right Reaſon, in oppoſition to Infpiration, are 
even therein very ſtrongly inſpired, but by the 
ſubtile Spirit of Oppoſition, and are in effect. 


| as great and pernicious Fanaticks as.any, though 


they leaſt ſuſpe& it. But not only thoſe un- 
happy Atheiſtical Pretenders to Reaſon, who 
deſpiſe all Revelation and Revealed Religion ; ._. 


| but ſuch as profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; and . 
| not my that 7n/olent and preſumptuous Sect, 
lert 


who a the Divine Authority- of the Scrip-.. 


| tures, and yet make no ſcruple to ſtrain and _. 


wreſt them to comply with their pre-conceived 
Notions ; 


/ 
/ 
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Notions; but more Moderate Men, and ſuch as 
pretend higheſt to the Pure Word of God, and 
to the moſt pure Spiritual Worſhip, and cry 
out againſt Man-made Divinity, and. againſt 
Fanaticiſm too ; by indulging too much to! 
their own Conceits, have brought ſuch Diſor-i 
ders and Miſchiefs intq the Church, as are not 
much to be doubted were the Fruits of the In- 
fluences and Impreſttons of the Spirit of Delu- 
ſioa upon their Mind. Hence are mariy rum 
from Superſtition into Prophaneneſs ; front 
Idolatry into Sacrilege; from Formality into 
Contempt or Neglect of the moſt Solemn Chr#| 
ſtian Worſhip; from beggarly Rudiments and] 
Carnal Ordinances, to make light of the Inſt; 
tations of Chrift ; from: Monkiſh, Auſterity; 
as they call it, into common Indulgence and 
Gratifications to'Senſe ; from Popiſh Merit into 
Carleſineſs, Worldly-mindednefs, Selfiſhneſs, and 
little Concern for the Honor of God, or Sal- 
vation of Souls; from the Fraditions of Men 
and Popiſh Pretences, to deny all, even of the H 
Apoſtles, the Authority of the Catholick Churchy| lie 
and the Catholick Senſe and-Interpretation of| ot 
divers of the Evangelical and Apoſtolical. Pre#| hi 
cepts and Directions; and, at laſt, to Iimit our 

Saviour's Sermon upon the Mount to the timey] #e 
of Perſecution, till, at laſt, by thoſe means, wel M: 
are grown ripe for a Perſecution, or ſome othet| & 
ſevere awakening and purging Judgment: | _ T 
| ents, 
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their own: Conceits, or the Novel Optnions © 


the Spirit of 60d. Jt 


this, and more that might be noted, we cannot 


1mpute meerly to the Weakneſs and Corruptiort 


of Men, unleſs we can imagin that all the 
Powers of Darkneſs have been all the while 
meer idle SpeRators. But if they have beer 
ſo ſubtle and active thus to deceive the Gentiles 
m theſe latter times, andthe beſt of Men have 
not been exempt from their Aſſaults, it concerns 
all to beware that they be not deceived by 2. 
Spirit of Deluſion under any of theſe Appea- 
rances, either of the Good Spirit, or of the 
Scripture, or of Reaſon: that they embrace 
not falſe Conclufions inſtead of Right Reaſon, 
fome Se, inſtead of the Genuine Senſe of the 
Scriptures, or Satari transformed for the Spirit 
of God; leaſt, by any means, as the Serpent be- 
guiled Eve through his Subtilty, their Minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt. 
And there is no way poſlible to eſcape this bur |. 


by the Aid, Illumination, and Conduct of the 


Holy Spirit of God. Nor are any to be be- 
lieved to be led by that Spirit, when they go 
out of the way preſcribed by Chriſt, and by 
his Apoſtles, who were Commitſioned by Him : 
for it is the Spirir of Chriſt, and of his Fulneſs 
we all recerve. As the Law was our Schook 


wal maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, ſo is Obſervance 
hef 

Al 
his, 


of the Preſcriprs of the Goſpel defigned for our 
Tutourage, to bring us to the Spirit. Tor that 
| we 
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we muſt come, or we are none of his : but: 
thar way we muſt come, and in that way we 
muſt: keep, or elſe we ſhall be led by the 
Spirit of Error, and miſtake that for the Spirit 
_of Truth. If we do well conſider the Holy. 
Scriptures, the Nature of the Holy Spirit, and: 
the Fruits of the Spirit, we may learn what 


Qualificatims are requiſite to obtain that in-| 


eſtimable Treaſure; and by- what Signs and 
Charafters it may be known and diſtinguiſhed. 
And thereby we may diſcern that many, who 
pretend highly to the. Spirit, are much out of 
the way of the true Spirit of God ; and. many 
Jed by the ſubtile Spirit of Antichriſt, under 
the appearance of an Ae of Light, to under- 
mine the Goſpel and Inſtitutions of Chriſt ; to 
do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, and-to raiſe 


_ 


pay 
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Scandals and Prejudices againſt the Holy Do- | 


Arine, which they. pretend, and it may be think 
to aſſert, and to indifpoſe. Men for the Re- 
ception of thoſe Graces, which thoſe envious 
'and malicious Spirits may know to be ready 
[to be communicated to them. And this ſhould 
make others the more, cautious, that they be 
not ſubſervient to, and be made the very Tools 
of theſe wicked Agents in their Oppoſition, 


Jeaſt at laft they be involved with them in their | 


Condemnation. 3, 
-. The True way 70 reduce the miſled 'F cop! e,- 15 
"-not to deny -.or diſſemble the Holy en 
, muc 
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much leſs tovillifie or reproach it ; but plainly 
to aſſert the Truth, and ſhew them wherein, 
and by what Means 'they are miſled from it: 
x. That the Spirit of God is the moſt precious 
and deſirable thing in the World, and abſolutely 
neceſfary ; but ir is to be defrred: principally 
to transform us into its own Nature; to- lead 
us into all neceſſary Truth ; to endue us with 
Power to overcome all our Corruptions, and 
all Temptations, ,and- to adorn us with all thoſe 
Graces, which ennoble Humane Nature, and 


_ raiſeit above its ſelf, and fo make us Chriſtians - 


indeed ; and to- condudt us inall the important 
Occurrences of our Lives: but to defire- it 
for - Matters of: Oſtentation, to glory in Divine 
Communications, or over-earneſtly ſeek. after 
the Confolations, througtt impatience of bear- 
ing the Spiritual Croſs, -are' great Signs that 
fuch Souls are either quite out of the way, or 
have made bur little Progreſs. 2. That Satan 
is. often transformed into 'an Angel of Light ; 


and therefore we muſt be caretul to try the 


Spirits: 3. That whatever 8 contrary to Sound 
Doctrine, x Tim. 1. 10: w. 1. to the Dottrine, 


which 3s according to Godlineſs, ibid. 6. 3. tht 


Dottrine- taught by the Apoſtles, Rom. 16. 17. 
Gal. 1. 8. to the Faith" once delivered to the 
Saints, Jud. 3. cannot be from the true Spirit, 


the Spirit of Chriſt. '4. Thar fuch Spirits as 


kad mito Diviſions; Separations; and Sets, lead 
. D _ 
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out, of: the way of the 'True Spirit of God :. 
and whateyer lead into contempt or diſreſpect 
of the Sacred. Scriptures, Or any of the Ordi» 
nances, Or Luſtitutions of ChrifZ, are certainly 
Spirits. of Antichriſt, how ſpecious ſoever their 
Pretences my be: for the Conſcientious and 
Reverend. Ule of theſe. are, the very Means 
whereby Souls are. prepared for the Commus- 
| nication of the Spirit of God, arid whereby it | 
is. ordinarily communicated to them. Cui Yes. | 
ritas comperta ſine Deo?. Cui Deus  copnitus fine 
Chriſto Cui Chriſtus exploratus fine Spiritu 
\ Santto?. Cui Spiritus Santtus accommodatus fine 
Fidei Sacramento ? ſaith an ancient and eminent 
Chriſtian, Tertul. de Axima, c. x. * To whom 
* is Truth diſcovered without God? 'To whom 
* is God known without Chriſt > To whom is | - 
* Chriſt manifeſt without the Holy Spirit? To | 

* whorn is the Holy Spirit granted without the | 

* Sacramenr of Faith? that is, Baptiſm. - 5. And 
more particularly in reſpeR. to-ſome. amongſt | 
-01S-; That rhey who affert this DoQtrine with- | 

out Diſtintion. or Caution, are not much to be| : 
regarded ; and if they . be Men of Learning, 
and may. be preſumed not to be 1gnorant what 
Cantions;and; Rules, are given by Learned and | 
.Experienced. Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh: the Im- 
. poſtures of Evil-; Spirits. from - the Condud or 
_-Motions of the Good, are - much .to; be ſub 
7; ; + 7. 


| fach things, for which perhaps no Man 4id 


for Inſtance, in that of Baprifs, it is the 
lemaity; and"exrernal A& of Declaration 


the Spirit of Sod. x55 
they pretend to thoſe they miſkead ; and thit 
they all expoſe People to the Deluſions of 'Evif 
Spirits, which readily embrace fuch Advan- 
tages. 6. That there were ſpecial Reafons$ 


why God ordered Moſes to ſiite the Watcts 


and the Daſt with the Rod, athd 'to't#ke hands 
fals of Aſhes from the Furnace and fprinkle it 
towards the Heaven, and to ere the Brazen Ser- 


| pent inthe Wilderneſs, Sc. to producetheinrend 
edeffeats; and why our Saviour tnade Chy with 


pitdle, and anointed the Eyes of the* Blind 
Van, and then bad firm waſh, and many other 


nor doth know the reafon ; and yet, undoubt» 
edly, if theſe Orders had not 'becn- obſerved, 
the Effet had not follow'd, y. Thar 'it is 


| but reaſonable that God' ſhould "give Orders, 
| without \declaring the" Reaſon, for Tryal and 


Exerciſe of the Subſe&ion of the” Inrelleftual . - 


Faculties 'of '/his Creatures; and that in fach 


Caſe, if the Orders be 'not- oblerved, it is not 
likely the Effet ſhould follow ; and that 'If 


there were no more than" this Exereife of hnm- 


ble Submiſſion to the Wiſdom of God, in the 


| Chriſtian Sacraments, it could not be imagine 
to be the Spirit of Chriſt; that ſhould Jead Pe 


ple to deſpiſe or In Orders arid” Inſtt- 
rutions 'of Chriſt /:' But iti them! thete is thore ; 
bf 
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our Lag ement-in Covenant with'Chriſt : and 
the 'R 


fuſal ' of it is' as muchas to refuſe to. 


Seal and Deliver a Bond; which whoever 


 _ ſhould refuſe to do, and yet- pretend to: give 


Bond, might be looked upon as a Knave or a 
Cheat: andin that of the Holy Communion, there 


is a great and Solemn. Duty of Recogyition 'of | 


the abſolure Dominion of the Father 'by Right 
of Creation, and of. the Son by Right of Re- 


demption, over. us and all we are and have; | 
a Symbolical Oblation of our ſelves and of all | 


.we have to. God, in a. Commemorative Sacrifice 


and Repreſentation of rhe Paſſion of Chriſt be- 


fore the Father, as the Great Propitiation for 
the Sins of the World, of as full import to all 
intents and purpoſes to Chriſtians, as were all 
the Sacrifices of the Jews to: them, which were 


but Types of the fame ; a Holy Rite of Addreſs | 


to God the Father, by Chriſt the Mediator, 


through the Merit and Satisfaction of his Paſl- | 


on, by which alone our Prayers and Thank(- 


givings have. acceptance with him ; and of | 


Spiritual Communion with God in Chrift, where- 


by a Divine Power and Vertue is as really com- | 
municated to Souls duly diſpoſed, as Vertye | 


went out of him and healed'the People, and 
the Woman who touched the Hem of his Gar- 
ment. . And theſe have” been the Sentiments, 
and rhis the moſt ſolemn and peculiar Wark 
of the Chriſtian Church, all over ity >a R 
= e> EE, rom 


[1 
- 


the Spirit: of God, 37 


from the riſing of the Sun-to the going down 


of rhe: ſame, performed every day in: moſt of 
the great Churches, -and - every -Lord's-Day-in - 


| all, fromi-the times-of -the Apoſtles till the Jaſt- = 
Age. It is an Ordinance of ſo: great Honour to | 


our Saviour, and Benefit to Souls duly diſpos'd, 
that there can; hardly be a greater Evidence.of 


the Prevalence-of :the Spirit of: Antichriſt, and 


of 'Satan transformed, than Diſreſpet-and Ne- 
gle& of it, under pretence of a more. ſpiritual 
Worſhip.: For nothing can-be. more grievous to 
that envious and: malicious Spirit, than to: fee 
that: Paſſion, which' he had moſt -maliciouſly 
procured, to be ſo: honoured.all over the World, 
and applyed to his Confuſion; and therefore 
hath he. oppos'd it with all the. Subtilty- and - 


Malice he could: poſſible. :Beſides, for People 
_ to flight it under pretence of Chriſt being come 


ta them in the Spirit, is a manifeſt: and +dan- 


- -gerous piece of Spiritual: Pride ſo. :to ſet up 
themſelves above the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
' St. Paul himſelf, who: had ſo great a Manite- 


ſtation of the Spirit with them; and therefore 


another -pregoant Evidence of! the Spirit-.of 


Deluſion. And if we do well conſider what 


. decays of Charity and Unanimity among Men, 
_ and of Piety and Devotion:to God,:hath/infall , - 


parts. attended the Neglect of this Holy -Ordi- 
nance, that may: be another Evidence of what 


what- 
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- whatever their Pretences: be. But for al! $& 
paratiſts and Seftaries in general; it is matter | 
of great Caution that the Scriptures are fo full ' 
of Admonitions and Prohibitions againſt Schiſins 
and Divifons, and of Prediftions, both by our 
Saviour himſelf, and by his Apoſtles, both of 
the Variety of them, and of the Danger, in 
that ſome of them have that ſpecious _ 
pearance, as to deceive, if it were e, the 
- very Eled. Andif we look into the Hiſtory of 
- che Church'in former tines, we ſhall find little | 
or nothing of rhe true Spirit amon Fr" y of any | 
Party of Separatiſts, but mach of rhe Spirir of of 
- Etror or Deluſion. | And therefore- when we © 
find a Manifeſtation of the Preſence or End 
of - ſome Spirit, and a Concurrence'of divers 
rheſe Indications or Signs, we may be afſired 
and confident that it 15 at Antichriftian Spirit, 
be its appearance never ſo ſpecious in other rc 
. And in theſe 1wo things eſpecially, have | 
ſuch as have been partakers of the true Spirit, 
found themſelves to be ſometimes ſtrar 2 
aſſaulted and tempted by the fubtile Adverfary, 
viz. to Spiritual Pride, and undervaluation of 
other Perſons, and to- negle&t of the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, as needleſs to them. . 

The Way, whereby the ancient Religivus Chri: 
ftiavs were generally preſerved from theſe and 
fuch like Snares, was, 40 they weretrained up, 
as the Sons of the Prophets of old, under ancient 


ExPEris 


x 
enced Chriſtians i in all kind of Exerciſes, 
—_— Subjecion botl-of Mind and Will, 
and conſtant diſcovery of the tions and, 
Motions- of their. Hearts to their Superiors, and 
of all Grace and Vertue. But where both Do- 
Arine and Praftice bath been negledted, it is not; 
ſtrange that amongft- many, op rages and, 
pecci: y where thoſe yo roi] gs 
wes of Alftrattion, and: Contempt ”, the World, - 
Heavenly-mindedueſs, and continual Attendance ta 
Gad, &c.. are rejected 4 Pp and Superftis 
tion; but all their good god Proarence and Pre- 
tences. end, art laſt, .in Emptineſs and Scandal; 
And therefore it concernsall, who have any Care 
of their beware of all ſuch. as are ous 
of the Way and Method of the Ancients... | 
But, onthe other ſide, tatake ſuch Offence av 
the Miſcarriages of ſuch as have. been lcd ints 
Error by. any ſeducing Spirit, as therefore -to 
oppoſe- the ( & of the Spirit of Truth, or 
. any-of its Operations, and.clude the Holy Scripy 
tures, and. underminethe Dodrine thereof, is, 25 
certainly the Effect of the Operation of the Spi- 
rit of Antichriſt, and, .in-truth, as-much Fancs 
riciſm as, the other, un the- contrary Rgronty: 
For the Good Spirit is as abſolutely neceſlary 
be had, as all others. to, A oy bo vithou 
i. we.cannat. be genuine, living Chriſtians, , but 
Meer Fampry formal Profeſſorss. af which forp, 
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; Imuch to be feared, are the preateſt| part bortr> | 
of Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts amongſt: | 


- 5, if Judgment,.be made according; .to- our om 7 


- yiour's Ruleot their Fruirs, and Fruitfuineſs. 


Bur leſt any welk-minded Soul ſhould be. troubled: 1] 


| with any doubts in;this reſpect, -we muſt diſtinguiſh 
between Having the Spirit, a nd the Manifeſtation of 


> Spirit ; and between the Operations of theSpirit, | 


the Gifts of the Spirit, and the Graces of the Spirit : : 


nd' know, that as there may be the Operations of | ] 
the Spirit, whers there are not the Gifts'of the Spi- 
writ, -where there are not. + 
| ofthe other;lidp, there 4 
may be the Reſidence of EL pitt, where there is no | | 
ſenſible diſtinguiſhable Manife fation of the Spirit. \F 
For the Operations and Commy nications of the Spi- | | 


xit ; and the Gifts. of the 
the Graces of theS$pirit: 


. rit are often ſo fubtile- and fecret"in, rhe" manher, | 
' ..both in Illumindtion, and Power 


” only, and we know. not how they-are wrooght i in-us. | 


But as the moſt deſirable Graces of the Spirit ar | : f 


Regeneration and Effettnal - Sarttbiflcation, ſo. the Frults | 
and Effetts. thereof are the Rr-o-tk 
the Preſence of the Good Spirt 


Etions 


Divine Diſpoſitions in the Soul. Bot to/Shvils duly | 


prepared, purged and difpaſed: for: it, that Bleſled | 


Guide doth often manifeſt his Preſence, by. Senſible | 
AtrrattionSindtReftraints opdntlic Heart, and plain | 
, Suggeſtions to,the: Mind ; 
"that, I. can give no better ; A 
Ectleſhi 4.-= 'and” 6" 
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